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HONGKONG IN 1894. 


—-—_ 
Te Colonial Office at home is not quite 
so prompt as the Foreign Office in its 
publication of the reports of its servants 
abroad, and it has only just issued 
Sir William Robinson's annual report 
on Hongkong for 1894, which the 
Governor sent home to Mr. Chamberlain 
It makes a 
pamphlet of eighteen pages uet, costing 
1}d., and eight pages are specially 
devoted to the plague, whose baleful 
influence overshadows more or less the 
other ten pages. ‘I'here is little that 
is new in it to readers in China, but 
it should not be dismissed without 
a short notice, ‘The bugbear of the 
East, the fall in exchange, is the first 
subject noted. Towards the end of 
1893 the dollar had been fairly steady 
at 2s, 4d., but it fell suddenly during 
the first two months of 1894 to 1s, 
1144, “reducing business transactions 
to the level of a mere game of chance, 
and materially affecting the prospects 
of the import trade from gold-standard 
countries.” There was, however, a re- 
covery in April, which was continued 


638 | in May, “and there was reason to look 


forward to an improvement in trade 
generally, Ic was, bowever, at this 
juncture that a great calamity inter- 
in the form of a disastrous epide- 


mit 
News that the Black Plague was 
raging neat Canton was received in 


Hongkong early in April. On the 11th 
of May the first seven cases were dis- 
covered in Hongkong in the Tung Wa 
hospital, an entirely Chinese institution. 
Sir iam Robinson gives details of 
the energetic measures that were taken 
by the sanitary anthorities in Hongkong 
to combat the disease, and the great 
difficulty that was experienced from the 
dislike of the Chinese to these measures. 
Notwithstanding the efforts made, “ the 
number of fresh cases rose with alarming 
rapidity doring the month of June from 
between 20 and 30 daily to 60 and 70, 
and even to 80 and 90 towards the 
latter end of the month, and on one 
occasion the official returns for the 
previous twenty-four honrs recorded the 








terrible total of 109, including dead 


' bodies picked up in the streets... By 
the middle of July there was a percepti- 
ble decrease in the epidemic. ‘The dis- 
ease further decreased during the latter 
half of that month and during the 
succeeding month of August, until it 
gradually disappeared in the early days 
of September, leaving the Colony the 
ghastly legacy of a death-roll extending 
to some 2,550 names, including that of 
the much-lamented Captain Vesey of the 
Shropshire Light Infantry, who as a 
volunteer in command of one of the 
cleansing parties, nobly sacrificed his 
life in the interests of the Colony.” 
In addition to the recorded deaths, a 
very Inrge number of Chinese fled’ to 
their native places, having contracted 
the disease in Hongkong. The Hong- 
kong government having forbidden the 
free departure from the Colony of plague- 
stricken patients, “the Chinese re- 
taliated by leaving the Colony en masse, 
Compradores,contractors, shroffs, trades- 
men, domestic servants, and coolies all 
joined in the general exodus numbering 
altogether some 100,000 persons. . The 
large sugar refineries stopped working, 
nearly all the Chinese shops were closed, 
business generally was at a standstill, 
and private families were put to the 
greatest inconvenience for want of ser- 
yants, No more melancholy sight than 
that presented by the city of Victoria 
at this period can well be imagined, 
Shops and houses were shut up, and 
in the usually busy aud well-thronged 
streets the only sigus of life were here 
and there a solitary foot passenger, or 
the rumbling of a transport waggon 
proceeding to the hospitals to take up 
its ghastly freight for conveyance to 
the cemeteries, or the measured tread 
of a party of ‘cleansers’ returning from 
their filthy work in the infected slums 

Sir William Robinson mentions Dr, 
Lowson’s carefully prepared and inter- 
esting report on the disease, and the 
valuable and successful investigation of 
Professor Aoyama and Dr. Kitasato, 
the former of whom had a practical 
experience of it, but recovered. The 
Report goes on to say that “ experience 
of the plague has not unnaturally dis- 
pelled much of its mystery and robbed it 
of many of its initial horrors. We now 
know, thanks to the valuable discovery 
referred to ubove, that the dissase is 
caused by a bacillus or plague-germ in 
the blood, that that germ thrives in a 
temperature ranging from 60° to 90°, 
that it is abundantly found in filthy 
matter of all sorts, and that its great 
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enemy is the sun. We have also a 
knowledge of the pre-disposing and 
generating conditions, of the period of 
incubation (which ranges from six to 
nine days), and of the extent to which 
it is contagious under healthy conditions. 
With this valuable information whick 
has been acquired at such a terrible 
cost, it is earnestly to be hoped that 
sei will ere long devise some 
ard in the form of inoculation 
or otherwise against’ this’ disease, as 
against others.” 

It is then mentioned that while 82 
pet cent of the cases of Eastern extrac- 
tion died, 82 per cent of the Europeans 
who were attacked survived. A slight 
sketch is given of the injury done to the 
prosperity of the Colony, especially to 
the shipping interest, and when in 
August there were grounds for hop- 
ing that a favourable reaction was 
about to take place, another blow 
was struck at the Colony in the out- 
break of the war between China and 
Japan. But Hongkong has much elas- 
ticity, and in the face of these two 
blows the value of the trade between 
the Colony and China amounted to over 
Hk. Tis, 188,000,000 against over 
129,000,000 in 1893, and 89,000,000 
in 1887, Notwithstanding the severity 
of the quarantine regulations universally 
enforced against Hongkong, so that 
“during June, July, avd August, for 
instance, the large mail steamers of the 
Messageries Maritimes Company would 
neither enter the port nor take cargo or 

assengers from Hongkong, the P. & O. 
e N. Co, followed suit in the latter 
respect, and several other large com- 
panies similarly ‘boycotted’ the Colony,” 
the total tonnage entered and cleared 
during 1894 amounted to 143 million 
tons, or only 100,000 tons less than in 
1893. The Chinese passenger traffic, 
of course, showed a marked decrease. 
‘The emigrants numbered only 46,000 
as against 82,000, and the arrivals 
were 96,000 as against 108,000 in 
1898. The revenue, however, rose to 
$2,287,000, the largest sum collected 
in any single year, while the expenditure, 
abnormally increased by the fall in 
exchange and the cost of the fight with 
the plague, was $2,299,000. The 
Colony gained by the conversion of the 
balance of the loan of 1886 from 4 per 
cent debentures into 34 per cent in- 
scribed stock, the public debt now 
standing at £341,800, bearing interest 
at 3% per cent. ‘I'he Governor then 
gives some figures illustrating the finan- 
cial progress of the Colony, the chief 
point being that the burden on the 
individual resident is very much the 
same as it was twenty-five years ago, 
viz. between $8 and $9 a head. Iv 
Shanghai, we may add, the burden is 
not over Ts. 2a head. 

But for the plague, the death rate 
in Hongkong would have heen lower 
than usual. Including the deaths from 
plague, which amounted to over 10 per 
1,000, the rate for the year was 30.3, 

rainst 28.3 in 1893, and 21.3 in 1892, 

@ public peace was fairly well main- 





tained, although “ the Chinese criminal, 
and his name is legion, is a-veritable 
desperado.” As to the climate, the 
remarkable feature was the unusual’ 


extension of the dry season. The rain- 
fall for the year, however, amounted to 
some 104 inches, the average in Shang- 
bai being under 50 inches. Hongkong 
suffered from three typhoons in 1894, 
of whioh only the third was serious, 
and from a plague of caterpillars which 
threatened to destroy the pine trees. The 
villagers were paid to collect them, and 
thus some 35,000,000 wete made away 
with, and only a very few trees were 
lost. Sir William Robinson’s conclusion 
ve in full :-— 

‘he above review of the year 1894 
speaks for itself, and needs little, if 
avy, comment, ‘To borrow a simile from 
the greatest disaster which occurred 
within it, the history of the year is 
essentially the history of a malignant 
disease permeating every channel of the 
Colony’s life blood and arresting circula- 
tion for a while; but it is also the 
history of a marvellous recovery, indicat- 
ing a wonderful vital power. ‘To some 
the experiences of the year will furnish 
food for bitter disappointment at the 
nonfalfilment of great promises and pos- 
sibilities ; to others, who take a more 
optimistic view of things, they will 
lend additional confidence in the 
resources of the Colony, and renewed 
hope for the future. For myself, look- 
ing backward to the past melancholy 
experience, and forward to the good 
that must result therefrom, I am 
tempted to remark—Forsan et hac 
olim meminisse juvabit.” 











Summary of Hews. 





‘Tue French mail of the 28th of March 
arrived here on the 29th ult. by. the M.M. 
Co.'s steamer Natal. 

‘A Matt leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the P. & O. Co.'s steamer 


Pekin. 
—_—+_ 
LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 


SUPPLIED THROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY 
EXCLUSWWELY TO THE ‘NORTH-CHINA 
DAILY News.” 


CABINET CRISIS IN FRANCE. 
A PRESIDENTIAL ORISIS 
APPREHENDED. 

London, 24th April. 

"The Bourgeois Cabinet has resigned 
and a Presidential crisis is possible. 

THE COST OF THE PRESENT 
MILITARY OPERATIONS. 

‘The Right Hon. Sir M. Hicks-Beach, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, has stated 
that the Government has not provided 
for any great expenditure for military 
operations. He said that the Chartered 
Company will pay the expenses incur- 
red in Matabeleland, and that the Nile 
expedition is purely an Egyptian matter, 
though it war possible that Great 
Britain might incur some small charge. 
‘He further stated that the Government 
was determined not to repeat the folly 





of 1884. 


THE RISING IN MATABELELAND. 
Telegraphic communication with Bu- 
luwayo is interrupted. 
THE FIGHTING IN THE SOUDAN. 
Osman Digna’s forces are demoralised 
by their recent losses. 
OUR INTENTIONS IN SOUTH 
‘AFRICA. 


Speaking in the House of Commons 
the Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
stated that Great Britain must be 
paramount in South Africa, and :that 
she will resist at all risks and all costs 
auy foreign interference. 

He also stated that it was not 
intended, save in the case of an un- 
expected emergency, to send a large 
British force to South Africa, as the 
Colonists would resent the imputation 
that they were unable to take care of 
themselves in the presence of a native 
rising. 

THE FIGHTING ROUND 
BULUWAYO, 
London, 25th April. 

‘Three hundred of the Buluwayo 
garrison attacked the Matabele, ‘There 
was very severe fighting and the British 
were hard pressed, but finally repulsed 
the Matabele, when they were ordered 
to returu to Buluwayo, 


‘ BETTER VIEW OF THE 
VENEZUELAN QUESTION, 


The statement made by the Times 
about the Venezuelan question is dis- 
credited, The position of the question 
is unchanged, and-negotiations for the 
permanent arbitration of, all disputes 
between Great Britain aud the United 
States are progressing. 

IMPORTANT TO HONGKONG. 

Dr. Ho-kai has been re-appointed a 
member of the Hongkong egslative 
Council. 


THE TRIAL 
OF THE JOHANNESBURGERS, 
London, 27th April. 

At the trial of the leaders of the 
Reform Committee in Pretoria, Vol, 
Frauk Rhodes, Mr. Lionel Phillips, and 
Mr. George Farrar pleaded guilty to 
the charge of high treason. Sentence 
was to be passed on Monday. 

OOM PAUL CANNOT BE SPARED. 

President Kriiger has replied that 
he is unable to visit England at present, 
as the Volksraad requires his preseuce. 

THE FIGHTING IN ACHEEN. 

‘The Dutch are sending to Acheen two 
battalions of iufautry, and. some cavalry, 
mountain artillery, and engineers, 

THE JAPANESE ENVOY TO 
MOSCOW. 

Marshal Yamagata bas arrived at 
Havre, where he met with a cordial re- 
ception. 

HIS CHINESE COLLEAGUE. 

Great preparations are being made in 
Odessa to receive H.E. Li Hung-chang. 





THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
TRANSVAAL. 


London, 28th April 
The Right Hon, J. Chamberlain, 
Secretary of Btate for the’ Colonies, 
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read in: the House of Commons an 
extract from President Kriger's reply 
to'Mr. Chamberlain’s invitation to him 
to. visit England. ‘The reply was 
courteous, and hopeful of a peaceful 
solution of affairs. Mr. Chamberlain 
added that he had reluctautly with- 
drawn his invitation, 
AN ALLEGED SECRET TREATY. 
‘The Hon, G. N. Curzon, Parliamen- 
tary Seoretary for Foreign Affairs, has 
stated that the Russian Ambassador 
absolutely denies the existence of a 
Secret ‘I'reaty whereby a large portion 
of Chinese territory is. to be ceded to 
Russia. 
ufo news of such 2 treaty has been pub- 
ished in China.-Ep.] 
THE CHINESE ENVOY TO RUSSIA. 
HE. Li Hung-chang met with an 
imposing reception on his arrival in 
dessa. 


THE SENTENCE ON THE 
JOHANNESBURG REFORMERS. 


London, 29th April. 
The leaders of the'Reform Committee, 
Colonel Frauk Rhodes, Mr. Lionel 
Phillips, Mr. Hammond, and Mr. George 
Farrar, have been sentenced to death. 
The Right Hon, J. Chamberlain, 
Colonial Secretary, has cabled to Presi- 
dent Kriiger, through Sir Hercules 
Robinson, that the British Government 
was confident that | resident Kriiger 
would.commute the sentence, and that 
he-had assured Parliament to this effect. 
The United States Consul. at the 
Cape has cabled to Mr. Richard Olney 
US, Secretary of State, that he under- 
stood that the sentence on Mr. Ham- 
mond, who is an American citizen, 
would be commuted. 
DEFEAT OF THE MATABELE. 
‘Three Mritnbele impis have been 
defeated with great loss. 
THE TRANSVAAL RAIDERS, 
The trial of Dr. Jameson and his 
associates las been adjourned util the 
‘Alth of June, 
THE CABINET CRISIS IN FRANCE. 
‘London, 80th April. 
M, Mélinehas formed an Opportunist 
Cabinet, in which M. Hanotaux is to be 
Minister-for Foreign Affairs, M. Cochery 
Minister for Finance, and M. Billot 
Minister for War. 
THE SENTENCES ‘COMMUTED. 
President Kriiger has commuted the 
sentence of death which was passed on 
the leaders of the Reform Committee 
‘in Pretoria, 
__ he sentences passed on the other 
Reformers are-being reconsidered. 
THE ITALIANS IN ABYSSINIA. 
‘There is uo news from Kassala but 
it is learnt that the Shoaus are closely 
investing Adigrat, 
BAD NEWS OF THE CZAREWITCH. 
‘The Czarewitch has suddenly been 
taken worse and considerable auxiety 
is felt as to his condition. 
THE TWO THOUSAND. 
“The result of the “‘'wo Thousand 
Guineas.” Stakes is :-— . 





Mr. Leopold de Rothschild’s Saint 
Frusquin 
» Hamar Bass’s Love Wisely...... 
‘The Duke of Westminster’s Labrador 
A FRENCH VIEW OF THE INTERVIEW 

BETWEEN THE EMPEROR WILLIAM 

AND KING HUMBERT. 

Paris, 13th March. 
It is certain that the interview between 
King Humbert and Emperor William, 
notwithstanding the presence of the Italian 
Ministers, possesses no political importance. 


ENGLAND IN EGYPT TO BE TREATED LIKE, 
JAPAN IN LIAOTUNG. 

10th April. 

Chancellor Hohenlohe has come to Paris, 

incognito. Tt is believed his visit is con-, 

nected with a possible evolution of German| 

policy in Egypt, Germany thinking of; 

establishing an accord with France and 

Russia as in the case of the China-Japan| 
affair.— From Saigon papers. 


‘Tue Director of Sicawei Observ: 
ports: Friday, 24th April, 10a.m.—State 
of the atmosphere on the 23rd.—Centre of| 
high pressures over the Yellow Sea and| 
Corea, with another centre of high pres-) 
sure to the E. of Japan. These areas of} 
high pressure decrease in intensity while] 
moving E, A depression seems to be form-1 
ing to the W. of Shanghai.—State on the 
mornina of the 24th.—The barometer falls 
everywhere except in the S.—Probabilities, 
—Moderate 8.E. breezes over the entire 
coast.—Saturday, 25th April.—State of 
the atmosphere on the 24th.—Two centres of 
high pressure ; one over Japan and another 
over the W. of China. A depression over 
Manchuria ‘and a slight depression over 
Shanghai. | State on the morning of the 25th. 
—The depression of Shanghai has moved 
Eastward and the barometer rises, Pro- | 
abilities. —Light N. breezes over the entire | 
coast. Sunday, 26th April, 10o.m.—State 
Of the atmosphere on the 25h.—The high | 
ressures which prevailed over the W. of 
thina have gained in intensity, and-have | 
their centre to'the N.W. of Hankow. The! 
depression signalled over Manchuria has 
become much ‘less deep in approaching 
Viadivostock. The high pressures of Japan 
have entirely disappeared. State on the 
morning of the 26th.—The area of ‘high 
pressure seems to continue to. advance 
towards the E., and to have its'centre to 
the-N. of Shanghai. ‘The Manchuria de- 
ression has gone off-over the N. of the 
Japan Sea. Probabilities-Moderate N. 
winds over the N. coast, and E. over the 
S. coast. Fine weather at Shanghai,— 
Mondoy, ‘27th April, 10 a.m.—Sate of 
the weather on the 26th.—Centre of high 
ressure over the Yellow Sea, Centre of 
low pressure to-the S.E. of Japan. The 
depression which was located over the N. 
of the Japan Sea has moved towards the 
Island of Yezo. A new-depression, very 
deep already, appears over the S.W. of 
China. State on the morning of the 27th — 
‘The depression the W. approaches 
rapidly. Probabilities.—Strong breeze from 
S.E. over theS. coast, and from E. or N.E. 
over the N. coast.—Tuesday, 28th April, 10 
.m.—State of the weather on the 27th inst.— 
Area of high pressures over Japan. The 
depression ro ‘as over the W. of China 
approaches Shanghai. Stofe on the morn- 
ing of the 28th.—The centre of the de- 
brestion isto the N, of Shanghai, but the 
jepression seems to have been divided into 
two centres of which one would be to the 
8. Probabitities: Moderate N. wind over 
the N. coast, and variable winds over the 
S. coast.— Wednesday, 29th-April, 10 a.m. 
—State of the utmosphere on the 28th.—The 
segmentation of the depression reported 
yesterday has taken place; one centre is 
locited to the N.E. of Shanghai in the 
neighbourhood of Corea, another at sea to 
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The barometer rises slowly and is in the 
neighbourhood of normal height at Shang- 

i, Areaof relatively high pressures over 
Japan and the N.W. of China, Probabi 
lities.—Very variable winds over the S. 
coast ; moderate N.W, breezes in the N. 
—Thursday, 30th April, 10 a.m. :—State 
¢ the Roger on ae te ainsi ene 

lepression. which passed in the neighbour- 
hood of Shanghai sauses the barometer. to 
fall rapidly over Japan. An area of low 
pressures lies at sea off Formosa, State on 
the morning of the 30th.—The barometer 
rises rapidly at Shanghai and the depression 
still moves. Probabilities.—Rainy weather 
at intervals; breezes’ variable between N. 
and W. over the S. coast and moderate 
N.W. winds over the N. const. 








Reavises ror THE Wel 
(Thermometers in the open ait in 
situation in the English Settlement.) 


Rainfall 





shaded 





Fahr. Thermometer. 


SERSBRE 


S8RSSR2 


Couxr Wypexsrvck, the - 
ister who has been on « visit to Peking, 
arrived here on Friday in the Lienshing. 

Vice-Admiral Buller left in ‘the Alacrity 
for Chemulpo on Friday morning last, 

‘Tae missionary community :in Soochow 
have contributed ‘$90 towards the relief of 
the distressed Armenians, and they hope 
that other communities will follow theit 
example. Of the above amount 88 were 
given by a. Chinese Christian, 

Ir is satisfactory to note that the papers 
of the Eastern Bimetallic League have been 
largely drawn upon. by speakers on ‘the 
silver question in England and America, 
In his speech in the House of Commons 
on the 17th of March, Mr. Wyndham 
makes’ liberal use of material supplied in 
Mr. Kopsch’s last paper on bimetallism, 
and we find in the Congressional Record 
of the 12th of February, that the Hon. 
Clarence E, Allen, of Utah, in his speech 
on the ‘Coin Redemption Fund” delivered 
on the 6th of February, in the House of 
Representatives at Washington, also quotes 
freely from the same source. 

Iy reference to the letter from'‘In Vino 
Veritas” in another column we may men- 
tion that a telegram was received. from 
Newchwang on Saturday, saying that the 
granting of General Discharges had been 
resumed by the Customs. ‘The'trouble is 
that when the first steamers are loading in 
Shanghai for Newchwang there is a great 
rush, and bales intended for one steamer 
are shipped by mistake by another. This 
naturally causes confusion when the steam- 
ers arrive at their destination, but the 
present Commissioner at Newchwang is 
the first who has found it necessary to 
resort to such an obstructive expedient as 
the suspension of General Discharges. 

‘Tue Stewards of the Shanghai Race Club 
have decided to discontinue the Mafoos’ 
Steeplechase on the Off Day of the Races, 
‘and in its place to substitute the following 
event:— 

“Tae Excovnacemexr Cor.—An open 
Steeplechase value $100. Seeond pony to 
reesive $30. Winners of a Grand National 
Steeplechase ~and/or Paper Hunt Club 
Challenge Cup excluded; catch weights of 
List. ‘Entrance feeb. From the Widow's 











the:N: of Formosa. Light: breezes. evety- 
where, State on.the morning of the 29th. 


‘Monument-once round and in.” 
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‘Whe Mafoos' Steeplechase has for years 
past been an uninteresting event and the 
new race will, we think, be a great 
success and we expect to see a good field 
come to the post. 

Ar the meeting of the Public School 
Athletic Club held on Monday evening, the 
following Committees were appointed 

For Cricket—Mesers. A. E. Stewart(Hon. 
Secretary), A. E. Lanning, and T. Veitch. 

For Boating—Messrs. A. J. Watson. H. 
S. Goodfellow, and’J. E. Watson. 

For General “ports—Messrs. R. H. 
Moorehead, H. Veitch, H. A. Stewart, 
J. Northey, A. N. Woodward, A. B. 
Hiykes, A. Andersen, N. E. Miller, and 
G. F. Lanning (Hon. Treasurer). 

A resolution was to the effect that 
the School Club should undertake the 
arrangements for Athletic Sports in the 
autumn if circumstances permit. Various 
matters connected with boating, cricket, 
swimming, and tennis were discussed, and 
it was hoped that the coming season would 
be a most successful one. The bat present- 
ed by Mr. E. Wheen, for the highest 
average scorer in 1895, was won by A. E. 
‘Lanning with an average of 31.5 for twelve 
innings. 

‘Ar a meeting held yesterday afternoon 
it was decided that there should be a 
Pony and Flower Show in the third week 
of the present month, and the following 

entlemen were elected a Committee: 

fessrs. Ayscough, C. R. Burkill, Callaway, 
J. B. Cameron, Fearon, C. 6. Liddell, 
‘Read, Shaw, and Souter. 

‘Tue lists for the Ladies’ Prize at the 
forthcoming Spring Rifle Meeting of the 
8.V.C, are now being circulated, but 
those ladies whom the lists fail to reach, 
and who desire to subscribe, cando so by 
forwarding their names, together with $2, 
to Corporal O'Dowd, the Hon. Sec. of the 
Shooting Committee. The competition isa 
favourite one and has taken place regularly 
for many years. ‘The ladies drawing the 
competitors making. the highest, second 
highest, and third highest scores’ will win 
respectively the first, second, and third 
prizes; and the highest, second highest, and 
third ‘highest scorers’ will receive prizes 
approximately equal in value to the average 
first, second, and third prizes respectively 
in the other competitions. 

We hear from Chefoo under date the 
23rd ult., that, in consequence of a tele- 
gram from Newchwang H.M.S. Porpoise 
was despatched there on the 22nd. It is 
supposed that there was some uneasiness 
there about the disbanded solders. H.M.S. 
Rattler had coaled and was to leave soon 
for the south. 

‘A connesroxpet writes from New- 
ghwang, under the date the 2ist ult.:— 
HLM.S. Rattler was safely floated out of 
dock on the night of the 26th, and to the 
great regret of the whole, community she 

jeft here yesterday for Chefoo and Che- 
mulpo. This fine vessel during the winter 
has been like a yacht full of gentlemen, 
and she will long be gratefully remembered 
in Newchwang. Everything is exceedingly 
quiet and business almost at a standstill 
here, there being only three steamers in 
port. On the a large number of 

jiers straggled through the settlement 
into the city, a very shabby and forlorn- 
looking lot, having evidently travelled some 
distance. 

No better instance of the value of Life 
Insurance could be offered than the fact 
that three of the foreigners on the Ontco 
were insured in the Equitable for sums 
aggregating $25,000 Mex. suming, 
which we trust is not the case, that these 
three men are drowned, we may well con- 
sider how long it would have taken to 
raise by subscription a sum of $25,000 for 
their families ; and that would have been 
charitable aid, whereas this is the result 
of pradence. It is some slight consolation 
to know that the foresight and thrift shown 
jn these instances will assist materially to 





lessen the distress which so often follows a | and the progress since his last inspection, 


disaster of this kind. 

We notice that the Municipal Enginecr’s 
Department will be ‘unusually Lainie 
the next twelve months. The following are 
some of the works which will be carric 
out. Five new bridges, the laying out of a 
new cemetery and the erection of a chapel 
and crematorium atthe Bubbling Well, ex- 
tensive drainage and bunding works, a dust 
destructor and sanitary depét, a volunteer 
drill hall and Chinese and foreign markets 
(in conjunction with Mr. F. M. Gratton), 
a park for Hongkew, a new rifle range, 
probably two new police stations, the bring- 
ing up to date of the cadastral plans for the 
uew assessment, and the survey and de- 
limitation of the boundaries of the Settle- 
ments should the extension be sanctioned. 
Preparation are also being made for dealing 
with the plague in the event of it deciding 
to visit Shanghai. 

Aw Imperial edict of the 24th ultimo 
wired to the Hupao announces that General 
Lei Chen-kuan, Commander-in-Chief of the 
forces of the lower half of the Kansu pro- 
vince, has been relieved from his post and 
ordered to return to his native province. 
This was the officer whose weak govern 
ment and vacillating policy in Kansu en- 
‘couraged the Mahommedans of that province 
to rebel against the Imperial government 
Inst year. 

AcconDrxG to native despatches received 
from Canton it appears that the famine now 
raging in Kuangsi is confined to the four pre- 
fectures of Liuchou, Chingyuan, Nanning, 
and Pingho. Prior to the advent of steam 
communication in China these four pre- 
fectures provided most of the rice consumed 
by the people of Canton and its adjacent 
cities of Reangtang and there was a great 
trade in the staple between the two provin- 
ces. The present famine has been caused by 
Jack of rain for the last eight or nine months, 
Numbers of refugees have lately been flock- 
ing into Kuangtung and the people of this 
province have already subscribed a large 
sum for their maintenance, ‘The plague is 
reported to be also raging in Canton ; some 
wards in that city having reported ninety 
deaths within three days. Plague patients 
coming from Hongkong rarely succeed in 
recovering, the death rate in their case 
being estimated as high as nine-tenths of 
the whole number. 

Ir is perhaps not generally known that 
the families of the Chinese officers and 
soldiers who went. down in the ill-fated 
steamer Kotshing in July, 1894, have been, 
upon the recommendation of the ex- Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang, mostly compensated by the 
Imperial government on the scale of Tis. 40 
to the family and immediate heir of each 
officer, and 30 to each soldier's wife or 
son. oat coe ee oe @ native 
‘Tientsin lent, have, however, de- 
layed until resenting their claims, 
and mandarin-like, now that peace has 
retumed, the claimants have been put off 

with the statement that “the exchequer is 
too low and that the government is there- 
fore unable to pay any more compensations 
in the matter of the above claims.” 

A CORRESPONDENT writes us from Hankow 
that on the morning of the 24th ult. Chang 
Chih-tung visited the Government Iron 
and Steel Works at Hanyang, for the pur- 
pose of seeing the progress made since his 
last visit in ‘February, 1894. His Excel- 
lency arriving at 8 am. at the Yangtze 
Wharf surrounded by his military staif and 
a great number of high local mandarins, 

proceeded to the blast-furnace where he 
remained about half an hour watching with 
great interest a tapping of the same. Next 
he visited the puddling department and 
the plate mill and led to the Sie- 
mens-Martin and emer steel works, 
which seemed to meet with his Excellency's 
particular attention, as well as the rolling 
of the Bessemer steel into rails at the 
rail-mill. His Excellency was highly satis- 
fied with the present state of the works 




















and particularly since last autumn. The 
inspection was @ complete success in every 
respect, and His Excellency, as on his visit 
two years ago, has rewarded the whole 


ied | staff as a proof of his entire satisfaction 


and in acknowledgment of the services of 
his engineers and workmen. “The inspec- 
tion lasted till 1 p.m. After having been 
entertained at a tiffin party he paid a visit 
to the Hanyang Arsenal, returning to his 
residence, Wuchang, late in the afternoon, 

‘Tae Coast Inspector has issued a Notice 
to Mariners as to the blocking of the old 
Bar channel by the sinking of the Onwo, 
and the discontinuance of the old Bar 
Marks and “Lights. The Feima Channel 
is reported clear. 

‘Tue M.M. steamer Saghalien from Japan. 
ran ashore on Thursday night (28rd) at 
about ten o'clock some five miles below 
Woosung. The vessel was proceeding at a 
rate of about fifteen knots at the time of 
the accident. ‘Tugs were at once sent to her 
assistance. She had in about 800 tons of 
cargo which, with the coal she had on board, 
was discharged. It was proposed that 
when the Yarra passed out on Saturday 
she should attempt to tow the Saghalien 
off, but the experiment was thought to be 
too risky, so the Yurre proceeded on her 
voyage. She was floated early on Monday 
morning and docked at Pootung, and has 
since come to her buoy, having sustained 
no serious damage. 


‘Tse new China Mutual steamer Hyson, 
commanded by Captain J. Hogg, formerly 
the Company's agent at Shanghai, is now 
discharging at the Associated Wharves, 
‘The modern type of cargo steamer cannot 
be said to be a thing of beauty and the 
Hyson is no exception to the rule, but as 
regards the carriage and rapid handling of 
large she is certainly all that could 
be desired. She has 13 derricks, the largest, 
of which is capable of lifting a weight of 
thirty tons, and all tho holds are tted with 
electric light for the purpose of facilitating 
the working of cargo at night. The Hyson 
is one of three steamers built for the China 
Mutual Co. by Mesers. Workman, Clark 
& Co. of Belfast, the others being the 
Kintuek and Pakling. Her principal di- 
mensions are :—Length 410 feet; beam 48 
feet; depth 30ft. Sin.’ Her engines are of 
triple expansion type of 850 h.-p. nominal. 
A speed of 144 knots was attained on her 

ial trip. 

‘Tue Standard Oil Company has been i 
formed by wire that the Charles R. Flint, 
which left New York on the 12th ult. with 
100,500 cases of kerosene oil for Shanghai, 
has been burnt at sea, The Charles R. 
Flint was a Nicaraguan barque of 2,415 
tons, formerly the Cuirniehill of Liverpool. 

‘Tue Pekin, her repairs having been 
effected, has ‘resumed her place on the 
Ningpo run. 

Cartas J. P. Rozents succeeded in 
raising the sunken dredger Anding on 
Monday, sufficiently to admit of her being 
towed from Boyd's Dock to Russell’s Wharf. 

H.M.S. Daphne left here on Monday for 
Ningpo. ; 

ELMS. Rattler arrived on Monday from 
Newchwang and Chefoo. 

‘Tue N.D.L. steamer Sachsen arrived at 
Hongkong on Sunday afternoon. 

‘Tue P. & O. steamer Mirzapore with the 
incoming English mail left Singapore at 
2 p.m. on Sunday for Hongkong and 
Shanghai. 

Tar R.M.S. Empress of China arrived at 
‘Vancouver on Wednesday, at 6 a.m. 

We have received the Wan Kwoh Kung 
Pao, or Review of the Times, for April, 
with valuable articles by Dr. ¥. J. Allen, 
the Editor, and Messrs, T. Richard, J. 
Edkins, E. Faber, J. Sadler, etc., etc, 
How these papers, written and published 
by foreigners for Chinese, are appreciated 
is shown by the fact that a note is enclosed 
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in this issue stat that Nos. 1, 2, and 3 
of the Missionary Keview and Nos. 1 and 2 
of the Review of the Times, 1896, are ex- 
hausted, no more copies being procurable. 

Tue April issue of the Chinese Illustrated 
News has a good selection of pictures and 
several articles by Chinese Christians. It 
is a wonderfully cheap periodical, consi- 
dering how well it is got up by the Presby- 
terian Mission Press. 

Tue latest number of Mesny’s Chinese 
Miscellany contains very interesting notes 
‘on Szechuan, Chinese Post Ofices, Pro- 
vinces, Viceroys, Official Rank, the In- 
spectorate-General of Customs, etc., etc., 
and these notes are generally brought up 
to date. In a lighter vein we have the 
continuation of the Pionear’s adventures, 
which are always readable. 

‘Tae obituary in the papers just to hand 
is a long one. It includes “Archdeacon 
Denison, a grand figure, a born controver- 
sialist and valiant fighter; Lady Burton, 
the devoted wife of the great traveller and 
writer, Sir Richard Burton ; Mr. George 
Richmond, a retired Academician, who 
painted in his time between 2,000 and 3,000 
portraits; Tom Hughes, the immortal 
author of Tom Brown's Schooldays; and 
Father De Deken, the well-known mission- 
ary who accompanied, Prince Henry of 
Orleans and M. Bonvalot in their journey 
through Tibet. 

‘Tue three principal prizes in the Mexican 
State Lottery this month have fallen to 
Nos. 48,001; 32,139; and 78,620. 

We have received the Peking & Tientsin 
Times of the 25th ult.—The U.S.S. Mono- 
cacy had received orders to leave imme- 
diately, but could not do it until the 
Peiho was dredged,—At the meeting held 
‘at the Gordon Hall on the 24th, a general 
assent was given to the policy of extend- 
ing the ‘Tientsin concession.—One of 
the oldest Iaodas in the employ of the 
‘Taku Tug and Lighter Company had been 
set upon by an organised band. of black- 
mailing thieves, who broke both his legs, 
and inflicted other probably fatal injuries. 
‘The Chinese authorities had arrested four 
of the culprits.—At a meeting of British 
Landrenters on the 20th, a committee of 
them was appointed to report within three 
months on a scheme of Lighting and 
Waterworks. 

We have received Hongkong papers to 
the 25th ult.—There were only 4 cases of 
py ue on the 18th.—The China Merchants’ 

.N. Co, are making all preparations for 
the opening of the West rer.—The 
French gunboat Lutin, after being re- 
fitted nt gon, is to be presented to the 
King of Cami 








—There were 9 cases of 
Plague on the 19th and 7 on the 20th.—Mr. 
Wenyon, accompanied by Mr. Cowen, a 
Times’ correspondent, has left Canton ‘on 
a three months’ expedition up the West 
River. Mr. Wenyon and his brother, Dr. 
‘Wenyon, propose subsequently to cross 
from Canton to Rangoon.—Mr. Watts has 
the encouragement of the acting British 
Consul at Canton in his expedition 
‘Wuchou, and is accompanied by a Chin 
member of a Hongkong legal firm.—Bri- 








mndage is very rife in Kuangtung.— 
{Bie staff of the Hongkong and “Whampoa 
Dock Company presented to the acting 
manager, Mr. R. Cooke, a service of plate 


on his leaving for home for a holiday. 
—A Marine Court was to be held on 
the 28rd to enquire into the strand- 
ing of the Hze.—There were 11 cases of 
plague. on. the 2ist.—When the news 
reached Manila that the United States con- 
templated “recognising the Cuban rebels as 
belligerents, two American houses there 
were wrecked by some “Spanish Sparks,” 
according to the China Mail.—The same 
paper says :—We learn on good authority 
that five steam launches have recently been. 
confiscated by the Canton Authorities for 
various violations of the regulations. Four 
of these are offered for sale and will of 
course be allowed to go into service again, 


but one, on account of the heinous nature 
of the offence for which it was confiscated, 
is to be taken to pieces and exhibited in a 
conspicuous place as a warning to all whom. 
it may concern. The offence which has 
brought such condign punishment on this 
particular launch #3 that i cofceyed Mr. 
‘Andrew to Wushow.—There were cases of 
plague on the 22nd.—A Chinaman who was 
formerly an employé in the Hongkong-and 
Shanghai Bank and afterwards a lawyer's 
clerk has been made Public Prosecut 
the Pegu district of Burma—The Daily 
Press of the 23rd gives the following account 
of a flagrant case of incendiarism in Hong- 
kong :—At twenty minutes past one yester- 
day morning the Fire Brigade were called 
toan outbreak at a rice shop at 48, Praya 
West, which is owned by threo masters. 
‘There can be no doubt that the fire was the 
work of a gang of desperate incendiarists 
and fortunately the evidence pointing to this 
conclusion is abundant, so that it is to be 
hoped that the criminals will be speedily 
brought to justice. ‘The building contains 
three storeys, and two of them were com- 
pletely gutted, the remaining one, the top 

joor, sustaining very little damage. ‘The 
firemen, who were under Mr. Lethbridge 
and Deputy Superintendent Corcoran, had 
considerable difficulty in coping with the 
flames, as the whole place had been practi- 





cally studded with pots of kerosene and | E 


saturated wood and paper, the consequence 
being that it was not until four o'clock 
that the fire was got under control. 
An examination of the premises by the 
police revealed a startling sate of things, 
the act of incendiarism being the most 
glaring that one could imagine. ‘The top 
storey consists of two rooms. In the back 
room, which was fastened, there was a 
small tub full of kerosene on the floor under 
a bed, and near it was a good-sized box 
containing a large number of joss sticks 
and Paper, all satarated with’ kerosene. 
From the sppeazance of this room the 
kerosene and paper had evidently been on 
fire, as the wood was charred, and it is 
thought that the flames from the first 
floor caused the ignition and that the fire 
was shortly afterwards choked out by 
smoke and steam. Similar daring arrange- 
ments for the destruction of the place 
had been made in the front room, where 
saturated firewood, joss sticks, and paper 
were found, in addition toa pail of 
kerosene ; but these had not been touched 
by the fire. On the first floor, imme- 
diately underneath the second floor back 
room, the police came across a small pail 
containing kerosene, over which a large 
quantity of firewood was placed, and close 
by there was another tin of kerosene, which 
had been ablaze. Nothing suspicious was 
found on the ground floor, but it is very 
likely that this was furnished with kerosene 
tins and paper like the other two. The 
premises were insured, and two companies 
are interested, one of them being a com- 
pany for which Messrs. "Sander and Co. are 
the agents, the amount being $3,500, 
and the other the Northern Assurance 
Company (Messrs. Bradley aud Co., 
agents), the insurance in this Company 
being for $2,000.—There were 11 cases of 

Jague on the 23rd and 16 on the 24th.— 
EIBLS. Tmmovtalité left Hongkong on the 
23rd for Formosa, and the Pigny left on 
the 24th for Yokohama,—General Dodds 
of Dahomey fame, the new Commander- 
IR-OBiaE of the ranch: feope fn‘ Todo 
China, was a from home by the 
‘Natal’—The ‘Chinese General. Su, who 
delivered the Lyaudet family from the 
dacoits, been making a visit to 
‘Langson, and has been made a Commander 
of the Legion of Honour. 

Tur Daily Press says:—The import 
into Hongkong of treasure from Canton 
continues in a steady and very considerable 
stream. A good deal is being sent direct 
from Canton to the north in the shape of 








five and ten cent pieces, as already men- 
tioned by us, but the bulk comes to Hong- 


’s | collected from all the towns and 


kong. Whether it is shipped hence to the 
north or not is hard to say, as no statistics 
of the movements of treasure are kept by 
any regular authority. A large proportion of 
the money is received here by opium sho 
as well as by native banks, and it would be 
interesting to know the cause of this move- 
ment. At least two million dollars, it is 
said, must have been imported since the 
China New-Year, and the money is being 

ges in 
the surrounding country. Considering the 
constant rumours of seditious movements 
in the southern provinces, the extensive 
smuggling of arms which has for some 
time past been going on, and the reported 
fears of the Vicéroy that'a rising on a large 
scale is soon to take place it would be wel 
to verify the cause of this lange and steady 
movement of treasure, Possibly the 
cauaiged shave ace waking thea. ir the 
forelock and placing their money in safety 
out of the reach of plunder; but the 
extraordinary scarcity of copper cash which 
prevails at present all over China is most 
likely the cause of the unusual movement 
of silver. 

Is a leading article the text of which is 
the alleged hypothecation to Russia of tho 
northern province of Corea, the Daily Press 
says :—‘* At present this colony of Hong- 
kong, the farthest outpost of the British 

mpire, is absolutely defenceless against a 
well conceived attack, and is far removed 
from any reach of succour if inv 
enemy. The British Squadron i 
of coping with the Russian fleet in these 
waters, and even spon that it could 
hold its own, it could by no possibilits 
defend the island and protect Britisl 
merchant shipping afloat. It should be 
strengthened to such a point as to be 
‘able to meet the strongest possible 
combination against it in these seas. ‘The 
boundaries of the colony of Hongkong 
should at once bo extended to the limit 
suggested by: military experts, and no 
nid pro quo offered, because we already 
have heavy claims against China. The 
garrison should be increased to ten thousand 
men, the fortifications added to where 
necessary, powerful guard ship stationed 
here in addition to the Wirern, and the 








torpedo flotilla tiebled.” 
‘Wehave received Corean and Japan papers 
with dates from Seoul to the 16th, Yokohama 


the 22nd, Kobe the 23rd, and Nagasaki 
the 25th ult.—The Japan Mail eays that 
another ironclad is to be built in England 
for Japan, and three second-class. cruisers 
in the United States. The Eustern World 
says that according to the Asahi the distri- 
bution is to be: 4 ironclads, 4 Ist-class 
and 4 2nd-class cruisers in England ; 
2 Qnd-class cruisers in America; and 
some torpedo boats in France and Ger- 
many.—In the gale on the 13th, 55 
boats with 352 fisherman on board were 
swept out to sea from Shimane pre 
fecture; many of them had turned up 
and efforts were being made to find the 
rest.—A new steamship company is being 
started with a capital of $3,700,000 to 
‘open two routes, one to New York and the 
other to Batoum and European ports,—The 
Kirkhill has had to transfer all her cargo 
to the Osborn.—The British cruiser Pine 
has been suddenly ordered to Chemulpo.— 
President Hippolyte of the Haytian Re- 

wublic is dead.—Earl and Countess Spencer 
fete Japan by the Empress of China for 
Vancouver on the I7th.—The Wedding 
Murch was given with great success at Kobe 
by the K. R. and A. C. on the 17th.—The 
Rev. J. B. Porter of Kioto fell over a 
cliff more than 300 feet high, on the 
14th, while bicycling between Fukui and 
Tsuruga, on the west coast of Japan. He 
was rescued in a boat by some Japanese, 
removed to Tsuruga, and thence to Kioto. 
‘There are hopes of his recovery.—The 
losses in the 2nd Division of the Japanese 
army, from the time they went to Wei-hai- 
ited to have reached a total of 





wei, are stat 
9,673.—News had reached Yokohama by 
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wire of great damage to the railway at 


Batoum, which will stop for some time the . 


export. of Russian oil.—A Russo-French 
syndicate is trying to get a concession for 
a railway between Seoul and Gensan.— 
Captain ‘Henderson and the officers of 

.S. Edgar gave an_afternoon party 
‘on board that ship at Yokohama on the 
18th.—M. Klobukowski, French Consul- 
General at, Yokohama, has been appointed 
to. the-same post at Calcutta, and is to be 
succeeded by M. Pernet, French Consul at 
Bombay.—It. is stated that Coreans, dis- 
guised as. priests, have been sent to pee 
to snurder the Coreans who have taken 
refuge in that country.—A farewell tiffin 
was given to Captain Haswell at Kobe 
on the 22nd, Mr. Hellyer being in 
the chair.—A Tokio despatch of the 
23rd says that an arrangement has been 
cme to between Russia and Japan 





with to Corea, and only needs the 
Corean Government's approval.—A Tokio 
despatch of the 2ist says :—Yoshie Tora- 





matsu, of Ishikawa prefecture, charged 
with instigating Horikawa Seitaro of Hiogo 
prefectare to assassinate Marquis Tto and 
ant Mutsu by throwing a bombshell at 
them, has been sentet to nine years’ 
penal servitude, Horikawa was at the 
same time sentenced to one year’s police 
supervision, his offence being initigated by 
the fact that he confessed the intended 
crime to the authorities.—The mint at 
Chemulpo is to be pliced under the control 
of the Customs department.—Magistrates 
are to be sent from Seoul to the various 
districts inte which Corea has been re- 
divided, which means a return to the spoils 
system.—Mr. Leigh Hunt had been at 
Seoul, representing a New York syndicate 
in the interests of the Seoul-Chemulpo 
railroad, for which the contract has been 
signed. The Corean government has the 
option of buying it at the end of ten years. 
—The work of raising the Chiskima Kan 
is to begin about the middle of May.—The 
Ruri arrived at Nagasaki on the 2ist, 
and tho Dinitri Donskoi on the 22nd. The 
former, according to the Nagasaki Ship- 
ping List, is a “powerful-looking vessel, 
Pprinted “biack, barquerigged, with two 
junnels, has square bluff bows and stern, 
and though hardly a thing of beaut; 
undoubtedly a very formidable acquisition 
to Russia's naval strength in the Far East. 


Tux Japan Mail says:—With a_gene- 
rosity most commendable, the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, when apportioning the 
inuge bonus eamod. for ‘barvices  durh 
the late war, set aside $1,000 with which 
to build and'equip three G-oared gigs for 
the use, exercise, and entertainment of 
the younger members of its shore staff in 
Tokivand Yokohama. Mr. Fujishima, the 
chief draughtsman inthe Yokohama oftice—a 

uate of the Imperial University, and 
fn old pupil of Prof. C. D. West—set to 
work to design the craft, and has achieved 
fa great success. ‘The boats are the most 
graceful specimens of boat-building we have 
seen in the East. They are 35 feet long, 
4 ft. 6 in, beam, with a depth from gunwale 
to keel of 1 ft. 10 in. They draw very 
little water, and taper towards the bow 
‘almost as finely as a Thames sicing-boat. 
Teak was used in the frame, mahogany 
for seats, gunwales, and gratings, and white 
Ieinoki for the lighter fittings, while twelve 
brass swivel rowlocks are’ fitted in the 
thwarts. The boats are carvel-built below 
the water and-clinker-built above. Two of 
these dainty craft have been sent to Tokio, 
wherethey havemet with universal approba- 
tion, the remaining one will stay in Yoko- 
hhama. We should like to see a crew from 
Y. A. R. C. go out in her, just to test her 
speed, comfort, and thorough’ seaworthi- 
ness. 


















Ar the Strait Settlements Legislative 
Council 

Attorney-General (admiringly and_unc- 
fuously) “This, Six, ie a very remarkable 

use. 








|, The Governor.—Do you want to amend 
Pe 


‘Attorney-General.—Oh, no ! 

‘The Governor.—Clause pass?— Pass. 
(Curtain) 

Thus are orations lost.—Straits Times. 


A Srxcarone paper mentions a recent 
| ratherremarkable case of stealing. Asteamer 
called the Tanjong Surat went on. the slip 
| at Tanjong Rhu for repairs, and the slip- 
{way people took off her rudder. Then 
some-one else took it off, and the police 
have not yet succeeded in finding it, 


Tae singapore Free Press writes in re- 
ference to the big Russian cruiser that has 
just come out to the China station :— 


“The Rurik, of 10,923 tons displicement, 
which was built at St. Petersburg, in 1893, 
was at that time the largest cruiser afloat 
(of 2,000 tons greater displacement than 
the Blake), and taking everything into 
consideration belongs as much. to the 
battleship class as to the class of 
armoured cruisers. She has a. belt of 
compound armour 10-in. thick, extending 
over two-thirds of her length. ‘She carries 
four 8-in., 16 6-in. guns, six 4°7-in. quick 
firers, and eighteen small and machine 

ns, and is fitted with four torpedo tubes. 
he Revit has machinery yf 18,250 horse- 

ywer, and can carry tons o} 
PRrcN enables ‘hort steam from Cron? 
stadt to Vladivostock, without stopping, 
at 10 knots, her speed being 18°5 knots 
with natural draught. Her dimensions are 
length 396 feet 6 in., beam 67 fect, and 
draught 26 feet. 

“Compared with the Cextnrion, which is 
shortly to be recommissioned for further 
service on the China, station, the Ruril: has 
4 dinplacement of 10,923 tone as against 
10,500, machinery of 13,250 horse-power 
as against 13,214, a coal capacity of 2,200 
tons as against’ 1,240, and can steam 
20,000 knots at 10 knots as against 5,180, 
or little more than a fourth of the distance. 

“There is some talk of H.M.S. Renown 
12,350 tons, coming. out. to. the East, in 
which case ‘Britain will’ again be in ‘the 
position of having the. largest boat on the 
station. 

“From the mail papers we notice that 
Captain Kriger, commander of the cruiser 
Rurik, has been appointed to succeed the 
late. Admiral Kalogeras in the command 
of the Russian Mediterranean Squadron, 
which is about to sail for the Pacific.” 


A NAVAL correspondent: of a home paper 
tells this excellent yarn:—For an example 
of canniness commend me to the follow- 
ing delightful piece of procedure on the 
part of the Admiralty. Some time ago 
the Russian Government was having 
certain armour plates constructed at 
Sheffield. The Admiralty was interested 
and curious. Said the representative of 
the Russian Government: ‘‘Perhaps you 
would like to have’ one of these plates for 
trial at Portsmouth?” ‘By all means,” re- 
plied the Admiralty; “send your plate 
along.” And so the plate was’ sent, and 
experimented with on board the Nettle. 
wBy the way,” said Russia, “we should be 
glad to hear how that plate of ours fared.” 
* My dear sirs,” quoth the unabashed Ad- 
miralty, “have you never heard of the Official 
Secrets Act? We are awfully obliged to 
you; but we really dare not, for the lives 
of us, breathe a word to you on the subject 
of the behaviour of your plate. We are so 
extremely sorry.”—China Mail. 

"Tuk following is taken from Fairplay :— 
At the third annual smoking concert of the 
P. & O. Swimming Club held’ at the 
London Tavern, Fenchurch Street, Mr. 
‘Alex. Gray, the Secretary of the ‘Club, 
proposed’a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
Mr. A. Tait, managing director of the 
P. & O. Co., in doing which he referred to 
the Club's career and trusted that its 
———. would be largely increased. 
Captain Worcester, of. the Victoria, 

















seconded. Knowing the advantages of 
the Club he hoped many more of the 
nautical element-in the Company's service 
ould join it, so, that get sport and 

ling might be develoy amongst the 
members, and the P. & 0. be mado one 
great brotherhood, afloat and ashore. ‘The 
Chairman in reply echoed the sentiments 
of Captain Worcester. “I have,” he said, 
“Jearnt to know what rivalry in trade is. 
‘We have scarcely a friend. There may be 
some who respect us and some who fear us, 
but of friends we have very few. We have 
to depend on our own strong arms. Only a 
few weeks ago England itself was almost as 
isolated as the P. & O. isto-day. The future 
of shipping trade rivalry. is something too 
awial, We try to pick up all the little 
crumbs. But Jet us have courage. Tam 
not afraid, Are you!" A big no from the 
company and cheers. The Chairman pro- 
ceeded to say that, adapting the language 
of Lord Salisbury to the occasion, he cared 
not how isolated they were provided they 
were united amongst themselves and he 
considered that joining the Swimming Club 
was one good way towards the desired end. 
He then presented to Mr. W. G. G. 
Worcester, son of Captain Worcester, the 
Swimming Club’ Challenge Cup, which that 
young gentleman had won-and will hold 
for the season. 


Iy an article headed“ Mail Steamers as 
Armed Cruisers” published last year in a 
monthly contemporary, Mr. F, J. Trewent, 
MLLN.A., states that the amount allowed in 
the Navy Estimates this: year—£45,473— 
for subsidies to armed cruisers, is totally 
inadequate to enable our ship-owners to 
afford proper protection to these vessels, 
or to give us a sufficient number of them. 
He refers to the Russian Volunteer Fleet 
ae number of powerful vessels to 
steam about twenty knots, carrying their 
guns and ammunition on board ready 
for immediate use. Should a war arise, 
several of these cruisers, he says would’ 
in Eastern waters, and out of reach of 
our Channel or: Mediterranean fleet, and 
would sweep down on-our Pacific and 
Australian mail routes and even rum to the 
Cape. Our commerce would be at’ their 
merey until we sent out a Blake, Blenheim, 
Powerful, or Terrible. To meet this con: 
tingency Mr. Trewent says that all vessels 
on our Armed Cruiser List should have an 
ample supply of guns and ammunition 
stored at each end of their voyage ; and, 









in the case of the Australian lines, at 
intermediate points such as Colombo, 
Aden, ' and falta in addition. We 


should also, he states, improve on the 
present steamers that are as-armed 
cruisers by giving more protection to the 
machinery, boilers, and steering gear from 
shell fire. It should be insisted that coal 
should be carried all round the machinery 
and boilers; that the deck below. the 
water-line should be a watertight deck; 
that no. openings should be in this deck 
without having watertight: scuttles which 
can be properly secured; that the casin; 

round engines and boilers should be sub- 
stantial and watertight; ‘all ventilating. 
trunks: through this space should be ar- 
ranged to prevent water passing ; and that 
‘thwartship coal bunkers should be built 
at fore-and aft ends of machinery space. 
in the ’tween decks. Proper’ protection 
cannot be given without increase of first 
cost and the carrying: of a permanent 
load, which expense should be- paid’ for 
from the country's exchequer. The amount 
of grant, Mr. Trewent thinks, could easily. 
be settled by a friendly reference to ex- 
perts in the cost of work and the value of 
freight. Mr. Trewent ask :—‘ Why go. on 
building ocean-greyhounds that one or two: 
shots would send to the bottom, when for a 
smal] additional expenditure we might build 
serviceable cruisers.” Against torpedo 
attack, vessels built on the above principle 
would, he says give all reasonable protec- 


tion, 
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Miscellaneous Articles. 





RHODES AND JAMESON. 
28th April. 
Tux March issue of the Fortnightly 
Review contains an article with the 
above heading by Mr. Jobi Verschoyle, 
in which the terrors of a committal for 
contempt of Court are braved, and an 
endeavour is made to indicate who is 
really responsible for Dr. Jameson's “ex- 
traordinary and ill-judged enterprise. 
... It ig my purpose,” Mr. Verschoyle 
says, “to cousider from a commonsense 
standpoint the circumstantial evidence 
and the probabilities for and against” 
the two most widely accepted “theories, 
and to arrive, if possible, at a common- 
sense conclusion, which, though it can 
be only a probable conclusion, till 
Jameson's lips are unsealed some mouths 
hence, at his trial, will at least be un- 
obscured by prejudice or pestality. 
‘The main theories which, as I take it, 
hold the field at presentare briefly these ; 


Rhodes was behind Jamieson, or, as‘ 


Mr. Bielaerts van Blokmann puts it, 
Jameson is Rhodes ; and Jameson acted 
independently without the cognisance 
of Rhodes and coutrary to his inten- 
tions.” 

‘The former theory, that Rhodes in- 
stigated the raid and then disavowed 
it when it failed, is the one held by all 
these who object to Rhodes and. the 
Chartered Company, and their policy in 
South Africa. It is the theory of Mr. 
Hofmeyr and: President Kriiger, and the 
Transvaal Boers, and the Continental 
Press ; and Mr. Verschoyle owns that 
there is a strong primd facie case 
against Rhodes. “Jameson was’ the 
trusted representative and close personal 
friend of Rhodes, aud Jameson had for 
some time before his ill-starred_enter- 
prise been concentrating men and muni- 
tions of war at Pitsani aud Mafeking, 
close ‘to the Transvaal frontier.” ''his 
cannot have been dove without the 
approval of the. managing director of 
the Chartered Company, Rhodes ; and 
the invitation to Jameson to come to 
the-aid of the down-trodden Johannes- 
burgers, which was published by the 
‘Tintes with'such suspicious promptitude, 
was signed by men more or less con- 
nected with Rhodes, one of them being 
his own: brother, Colonel Rhodes ; and 
the centre of the agitation at Johan- 
nesburg was the office of the Goldfields 
of South Africa, of which Rhodes is the 
head and his: brother the local manager. 
Added to this is the argument “that 
Jameson's character and achievements, 
his-shrewdness; foresight, and practical 
ability, established by his record of 
excellent work accomplished in admin- 
istration in Rhodesia and in action 
against Lobengula, make it highly 
improbable that he would stake so 
much on a venture that had not the 
full knowledge and approval of Rhodes.” 
Presuming, then, that Jameson was 

+ Rhodes, what were the latter’s motives 
for dispatching the raiders? Here again 
* ‘there’ are’ two theories—Mr. Gladstone 





would doubtless find three—one, that 
Rhodes was anxious to help the Rand 
capitalists to throw off the yoke of the 
Boers and get a more liberal government; 
the other, that he knew there was no 
gold in Matabeleland, Mashonaland or 
Manica, and was therefore anxious to get 
hold of the Rand to save the Chartered 
Company from bankruptoy. Having 
thus given the heads of the charge 
against Rhodes, Mr. Verschoyle pro- 
ceeds to summarise the evidence 
against the theory of the complicity of 
Rhodes and against the motives assign- 
ed for it. First, the force that Jameson 
concentrated on the ‘l'ransvaal frontier 
was primarily intended for the protection 
of the railway and the transcontinental 
telegraph. But it was generally known 
that there was a great deal of uneasiness 
at Johannesburg, and that the British 
there might want asssistance. Mr. 
Chamberlain knew and approved of the 
concentration of this force at Mafeking. 
A: similar concentration at the same 
spot took place in 1894 in view of an 
expected outbreak at Johannesburg. 
“This, which was done by the High 
Commissioner in 1894, was a perfectly 
proper course, and was exactly what 
Rhodes did in similar circumstances, 
. . . Again, the invitation to Jameson to 
aid Johannesburg, ‘should disturbance 
arise, came, it is undeniable, from the 
leading men of the Rand, including 
Rhodes’s brother. But there was no 
secret in the fact that the chief men in 
Johannesburg were connected with 
Rhodes and appealed to him to help 
them, nor even in the fact that Rhodes 
sympathised with and aided the con- 
stitutional agitation, and if it had 
resulted in an attack on Johannesburg 
by the Boer Commandoes, would have 
been willing to make some sacrifices 
and run some nsk to safeguard the 
English population there.” Itis granted, 
then that Rhodes knew all about the 
preparations that Jameson was making; 
ut is he actually responsible for the 
raid itself ? 

Up to the time of the raid the work 
of Rhodes has been marked by “the 
most extraordinary foresight, the most 
sagacious calculation of the prob- 
able course of events, the most cau- 
tious aud laborious working out of 
details, the most painstaking provision 
against the possibilities of failure.” He 
has, in fact, like the great Carnot, 
organised victory. All those signs were 
wanting in Jameson’s raid. It is difficult 
to believe that Jameson made such a 
fiasco; it is incredible that Rhodes has 
anything to do with it. Such araid was 
bound to ruin Rhodes’s life-work. If 
there had been an outbreak at Johan- 
nesburg, and the lives of the British 
there bad been in real danger, Jameson’s 
intervention to preserve life and pro- 
perty, so long as he also respected’ 
the independence of the South African 
Republic, would have been excused 
by the Dutch at the Cape. he 
Chartered Company is very far from 
being bankrapt, and the gold mines in 
Rhodesia are proved to be of great 





prospective importance. ‘There was no 
reason, then, for Rhodes to authorise 
the raid. It is probable that Jameson 
thought that Johannesburg was actually 
in a state of revolution, that the British 
there wanted help, and that, unless he 
hurried, the Boers would block his 
advance. It was madness, as the event 
shows, to invade the T'ransvaal with five 
hundred men, but it was the madness of 
a hero; Dr. Jameson thought it “a 
matter of humanity and racial duty to 
the English in Johannesburg ” to go to 
their assistance, even with an entirely 
inadequate force. 

Mr. Verschoyle goes on to point ont 
that such raids have been perpetrated 
several times successfully by the Boers 
and are not thought nearly so much of 
in South Africa as they are in England ; 
and he discusses the position in which 
the raid and its consequences leave 
the reputations of Rhodes ‘and 
Jameson. As to the latter, bis reputa- 
tion for foresight, calculation, caution, 
and statesmantike capacity is gone. As 
to Rhodes, “it leaves him—a pathetic 
figure—shora of his practically despotic 
political power, the whole fabric of his 
life work in politics actually in ruins, 
detested by the Cape Dutch, whom he 
had won completely,and who a few weeks 
ago trusted him implicitly, And this 
crushing blow has been dealt—as if un- 
der the guidance of relentless fate—by 
the loyal hand of a devoted friend, who 
desired only to save his chief by his 
action. It is impossible for any one, 
even a generous enemy, to repress a 
feeling of compassion.” 

Will the truth ever be known? The 
chief members of the Reform Committee 
have pleaded guilty at Pretoria, thus 
suppressing the evidence that would 
have been given there. Will Dr. Jame- 
son and his followers also plead guilty 
when their trial comes on in London 2 





THE PARTITION OF INDO-CHINA. 
29th Aprit. 
‘Tax Draft Law submitted to the French 
Chamber of Deputies for the approval 
of the Treaties between France and 
China signed at Peking on the 20th of 
Tune last, has been published by the 
Foreign Office ina White Book, and we 
have also before us Lord Salisbury’s 
despatch of the 15th of January to 
the Marquis of Dufferin, H.M/s 
Ambaseador at Paris, enclosing a copy 
cf the Declaration between Great 
Britain and France, of the game date, 
for the settlement of the Siamese ques- 
tion. ‘These treaties and declaration 
are factors in the accomplishment of one 
object, the extension of French Indo- 
China, so as to secure for France the chief 


| access to Yunnan from the south, with 


the consequent or concurrent partition 
of Siam. ‘I'his matter, to which we have 
referred already several times, is very 
clearly treated in an article by “W” 
in the March issue of the Fortnightly 
Review, He begins by recalling the 
despatch of the Secret Committee of 
the East India Company to’ Lord 
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Wellesley in 1798, in which the latter 
was warsed of the unconquerable 
tenacity of the French designs on 
our Indian Empire. The Committee 
wrote — 

“Qur Bmpire in the East bas ever 
been an object of jealousy to the French, 
and we know that their former Govern- 
ments entertained sanguine hopes of 
being able to reach India by a shorter 
passage than round the Cape of Good 
Hope, and we have no doubt that the 
present Government would risk a great 
deal and even adopt measures of a most 
enterprising and uncommon nature for 
the chance of reducing, if not aunibilat- 
ing, the British power and consequence 
in that quarter of the world.” 

Lord Wellesley took the warningwhich 
he scarcely needed, and be so acted on 
it, that he succeeded in consolidating 
our Indian Empire, and extending the 
suzerainty of Britain over practically 
the whole of the peninsula of Hindostan, 
But he had little idea that within a 
ceptury from the time the above letter 
was written, France would have founded 
another Empire in Indo-China, and 
would actually be in a position to 
negotiate the final limits of the eastward 
expansion of our Indiau dominiov. ‘This 
is what bas been done by the Anglo- 
French agreement of the 15th of 
January, “and its significance is not a 
little enhanced by the fact that it 
follows ‘closely on the heels of the 
Pamir agreement, by which the frontier 
betweeu Northern India and Russia has 
been fixed. ‘'Ihese two treaties mark 
the arrested growth of our immense 
Asiatic dominion—a restraint in itself 
not altogether unwelcome, but which 
derives some measure of gravity from 
the fact, that it is imposed by two 
Powers who are hostile to us by tradi- 
tion if not by policy, and whose relations 
have lately assumed the form of a 
definite alliance.” 

“W” goes on to show that we have 
ourselves, é.¢. our Foreign Office, to 
thank for whatever in this new Anglo- 
French treaty is unfavourable to us. 
It is the old story, as we said the other 
day ; France in her aggression in Indo- 
China has had a definite plau, while 
our Foreign Ministers have drifted. We 
believe in free trade, and therefore we 
do not require to annex territory, so 
long as that territory moderately 
well governed, treaties observed, and our 
trade on as good a footing as that of 
any of our competitors. But French 
trade demands protection and can there- 
fore ouly flourish, if French tariff- 
makers are to be believed, in territory 
that is under the tricolour. When the 
French were first trying to get into 
Yunnan from the South by way of the 
Upper Mekong, they found that the 
‘upper waters of that river passed through 
territory belonging to Burma. An at- 
tempt was made through M. Haas, the 
present French Consul at Chungking, to 
gain over King Theebaw, “and negotia- 
tions were set ou foot by which the 
French would have gained control over 
the whole trade of the Upper Irrawaddy. 





In fartherance of this scheme an at-| event, we should have a long frontier 
tempt was made by meaus of a fiue of to defend against the Freuch, all 
£230,000 to crush the Bombay-Burma | the responsibilities of goverument, and 
‘frading Corporation which already had | perhaps be involved in a heavy admiuis- 
extensive dealings with Upper Burma. | trative expense.” Meanwhile, the basin 


This open defiance exhausted British | of the Meiuam and Bangkok are secured 
patience. Strong remonstrances were 
addressed to King T'heebaw by the 
Government of India, then in the hands 
of Lord Dufferin, and, these provin; 
fruitless, war was promptly declared. . 
On the Ist of March, 1886, Upper 
Burma was formally auuexed to the 
British Empire.” 

Shortly afterwards M. de Lanessan, 
naturalist, traveller, journalist, and po- 
litician, came on the scene, his plan 
for the culonial expansion of France 
being that the Upper Mekong should 
form the western boundary of French 
Indo-China, the line then continuing 
southward nearly where the limit of 
French influence lias been agreed to 
by Lord Salisbury, but not taking in, 
as it now does, Chantaboon. As Great 
Britain did not seem likely then to 
agree to such a spoliation of Siam, Mr. 
Waddington, the French Ambassador 
in London, was instructed to tell our 
Foreign Office that France did not want 
the Upper Mekong, Luang Prabang, or 
the proviuees of Augkor and Battam- 
bang. It was proposed that from: a 
point somewhat south of Luang Pra-| 
bang the Mekong should be the 
dividing line between France and Siaw, 
“while in the north, Siamese jurisdiction 
should be extended to the Chinese 
frontier. ‘Ihis done, Siam was to be 
neutralised, and thus ‘a permanent 
barrier established between the pos- 
sessions of Great Britain and France| 
in the Indo-Chinese peninsula.” T'his | 
would have been a very fair arrange- 
ment, and would have saved to Siam 
Luang Prabang, Angkor, Battambang, 
and Chantaboon, all of which have now 
practically gone, and with them our} 
trade. But Lord Salisbury and Lord | 
Cross, who then presided over the 
Foreign and India Offices, knew too little 
about the matter to come to any arrange- | 
ment; the proposals were dropped, and | 
the French went on gradually enlarging 
their claims, until they have reached even 






| 


od 


against French or any other foreign 
aggression ; that is to say, if any other 
Power wants to gain a foothold in 
Siam, England and France are bound 
to jointly resist the attempt. On the 
other side, our access to Yunnan is 
made much more difficult, we have 
lost the chance of exploiting the 
rich resources of Angkor and Bat- 
tambang, aud our interest in the valu- 
able pepper trade of Chantaboon is 
doomed. But bad as the agreement is, 
there is one bright side to it, “We 
have seen how the near approach of 
Russia to India has been accompanied 
by a subsidence of anti-Russian feeling 
in this country, and it may perhaps 
turn out that the new Anglo-French 
|froutier on the Mekong will, after all, 
prove a bond of real avd ‘lasting union 
between the two countries.” 





THE NEWS FROM PRETORIA. 

; 0th Aprit, 
Present Kruger, for some inscrutable 
reason, seems inclined to undo with one 
hand the good he has done with the 
other. By promptly granting the lives 
of Dr. Jameson and his men when they 
surtendered,and handing the officers over 
to their own authorities for trial, he ex- 
cited in the breasts of all Britishers a 
distinct feeling of appreciation, but in 
sentencing the leaders of the. Reform 
Committee to death, as we learn has been 
done, the Boers will, we think, pro- 
voke'a regrettable revulsion of feeling, 
Englishmen deeply deplored the mad- 
brained bungling of which their country- 
men have been guilty—bungling which 
has thrown back the growth of British 
influence in South Africa by many 
yenrs—and were guite prepared to see 
the prisoners suffer, but to sentence 
them to death looks like a most un- 
called-for and aggressive assertion of 
Boer importance over the intelligence, 
industry, and capital, represented by 





beyond what M. de Lanessan suggested 
as a maximum. In the recent agree- | 


the great body of foreigners within 
the ‘I'ransvaal. Fortunately one of 


ment Lord Salisbury has given away | the condemned—Mr. Hammond—is an 
everything, including the trans-Mekong | American citizen, and though Americans 
portion of the State of Keng Hung, to | and their British cousins have not seen 
which we had reserved a reversionary | everything with the same eye recently, 
right. Unfavourable as this agreement | we anticipate with confidence the vigour 
is to us,“ W” thiuks that “regarded as! of their protest in this instance. To 
a scheme of commercial spheres of | go throngh the solemn aud ghastly 
influence we gain mach more under, farce of sentencing meu to death 
it than the French. Our commercial! in order to extort’ from the British 
predominance is now secured over the, Government a plea for mercy on 
whole of the neutralised territory and| their behalf is an act which can 
temporarily beyond it, while France| breed nothing but ill-will with the 
will have to await the evolution of a! people, who, after all, have the destinies 
decent pretext before she can carry|of Africa in their hands. If the 
‘her political jurisdiction, and with it| Boers have been prompted to. this 
her protective tariff, to the limits} bombastic parade of power by reliance 
of her new sphere, If the neutralised 9n outside assistance they have. been 
; territory actually belonged to us, our grievously misled. . Great Britain, 
{trade in it could not-be much larger; as .Mr. Chamberlain recently said, 
- than it is—97 per ceut—while in that! will tolerate no interference with 
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her position in South Africa, and 
though we are anxious—and perhaps 
have béen a little too demonstra- 
tively so lutely—to be the best of 
friends with the Boers, they must learn 
that we could be the most determined 
and uncomfortable enemies should the 
occasion arise, and that in troubles like 
the present.it is better to recognise 
the influence of sentiment, even when 
the strict letter of the Iaw might sanc- 
tion a sterner course, Whilst, as we 
say, being of opinion that the Boers 
have made a blunder, we yet confidently 
Nope:that Mr. Chamberlain’s assurance 
of the prisoners’ safety will be fulfilled, 
and that their sentences will be com- 
muted to imprisonment, to terminate 
in happier times in a general amuesty. 





THE PARTITION OF INDO-CHINA. 


0th April. 
We mentioned yesterday morning the 
despatch of Lord Salisbury to Lord 
Dufferin, covering a copy of the 
Declaration between Great Britain and 
France of the 15th of January last for 
tho settlement of the Siamese question, 
‘This despatch contains the arguments 
which Lord Salisbury wishes the public 
to understand induced him to make 
the surrender to France which the De- 
claration in question seems to be; and 
it must not be left out of con- 
sideration if the whole question is to 
be understood. ‘I'he Declaration itself 
will be found In another column. 
Lord Salisbury begins his letter of ex- 
planation by mentioning that he had 
hoped.to send it to Lord Dafferin before 
Christmas, but the signature to it was 
accidentally delayed. ‘This statement 
seems to be intended to show that it 
was not the fear of complications with 
Germany, which arose after Christmas, 
that induced our Foreign Minister to 
agree to terms so unsatisfactory in their 
first appearance. ‘I'he most important 
provision in the Declaration, Lord Salis- 
bury goes on to explain, “is that which 
marks ont for special treatment as be- 
tween the two Powers, that portion of 
Siam which is comprised within the 
drainage basin of the Menam, and of 
the coast streams of a corresponding 
longitude, Within this area the two 
Powers undertake that they will not 
operate with their military ornaval forces 
except so far as they may do it in con- 
cert for any purpose wliich may be re- 
quired for maintaining the independence 
of Siam. ‘I'hey also undertake not to 
acquire within that area any privileges 
or commercial facilities which are not 
extended to both of them.” His lord- 
ship evidently foresaw the very un- 
favourable impression which the terms 
of the Declaration must produce on all 
non-Frenchmen who take any interest 
in the Indo-China question — for it 
must be remembered that all nations 
trading, or expecting to trade, with 
Siam are interested with us in seeing as 
much of that kingdom as~ possible 
‘preserved from the blighting effects of 








the French tariff. He goes on to say 
that he is anxious to say a few words 
in explanation of the Declaration, in 
order to avoid a misinterpretation to 
which it might be exposed at the hands 
of those who are not familar with recent 
negotiations. He thinks that critics 
might argue that because England and 
France agreed to respect the basin of 
the Menam, they were impugning the 
complete title and rights of the Siamese 
to the remainder of the kingdom. he 
inference is not unnatural; if you 
tell a man that you recognise his 
fall right to one-third of his pro- 
perty, it is as much as to say that 








territorial ownership are to - be ap- 
prehended.” We wonder how long 
Lord Salisbury gives France to assume 
to herself the territorial ownership 
of the eastern strip that we have 
abandoned to her influence? He adds 
that the extensive trade that Great 
Britain now does with Siam passes 
mainly through the basin of the 
Menam, “and that: any alteration of 
ownership which should carry with it 
tariffs of a highly restrictive order 
would be ‘a heavy blow to our 
commerce in that part of the world.” 
But how about the commerce of 
Chantaboon, and the commercial  possi- 


his title to the other two-thirds is bilities of Angkor and Battambang, etc., 


not so well-grounded. But “any such 
interpetration,” says Lord Salisbury, 
“would entirely misrepresent the inten- 
tion with which this arrangement has 
been signed. We fully recognise the 
rights of Siam to the full and undis- 
turbed enjoyment, in accordance with 
long usage or with existing 'I'reaties, of 
the entire territory comprised. within 
her dominions ; and nothing in our pre- 
sent action would detract in auy degree 
from the validity of the King of Siam 
to those portions of his territory which 
are not affected by this ‘I'reaty.” We 
can hardly fancy that Lord Salisbury 
really thinks this. ‘I'he eastern and 
largest strip of Siam is acknowledged by 
England and France to be hereafter at 
the mercy of France ; the western and 
narrowest strip is to be at the mercy 
of England ; and the- two Powers 
agree that no-one shall touch the 
central strip; can 1t be held for a 
moment that the right and title. of 
the King of Siam is as valid as 
regards all three strips? It must be 
remembered that a portion of the 
eastern strip, Chantaboon, is actually 
in the occupation of France, We 
have agreed, Lord Salisbury says, to 
neutralise the central strip, “not 
because the title of the King of 
Siam to other portions of his do- 
minions is less valid, but because it 
is the area which affects our interests 
as a commercial nation. ‘The valley 
of the Menam is eminently fitted to 
receive a high industrial development.” 
And if this development goes on, it will 
be a very. good thing for Great Britain. 
“ But the history of the region in which 
Siam is situated has not in recent years 
been favourable to the extension of in- 
dustrial enterprise, or to the growth of 
that confidence which is the first condi- 
tion of material improvement . . . The 
events of this recent history certainly 
have a tendency to encourage doubts of 
the stability of the Siamese dominion ; 
and without in any degree sharing in 
those doubts, or admitting. the possi- 
bility, within any future with which we 
have to deal, of the Siamese indepen- 
dence being compromised, her Majesty's 
government could not but feel that 
there would be an advantage in giving 
some security to the commercial world 
that, in regard to the region where the 
most active development is likely to 
take place, no. further disturbances of 





now practically ceded to France? 


Finally, we learn that the cession of 
Mongsin to France, after we had assured 
the native chiefs that we would never 
give it up, is an attestation of our 
belief that this Declaration “ will tend 
to foster the industrial growth. of all 
those extensive districts ;” and though 
our title to it appears to be evidently 
sound, we have also given it up, because 
“its extent and intrinsic value are not 
large, and on account of its unhealthy 
character, it has no great attractions 
for Great Britain, . . but its retention 
by her might prove a serious embar- 
rassment to the cheap aud effective 
administration by France of her posses- 
sions in that neighbourhood.” 

We should like to have had Mr. 
Curzon’s observations on this agree- 
ment, had Lord Rosebery, and not 
Lord Salisbury, been the author of it. 





COLLISION ON THE BAR, 
Ist May, 
‘Tne shocking accident that occurred 
early yesterday morning on the Woosung 
Bar, by which the steamer Onwo was 
sunk, the steamer Newchwang seriously 
damaged, and five Europeans aud some 
three hundred Chinese drowned, ne- 
cessarily draws attention to the dangera 
of the Bar, Opposite Pheasant Point, 
where the collision occurred, the river 
makes a right-angled turn, and a 
steamer coming in cannot see a steamer 
coming out at night—though she way 
see her -masts over the land in the 
daytime—until they are near enough to 
involve risk of collision. This seems 
to have been the case in the present 
case. ‘The Newchwang was coming in 
from Amoy with a strong flood tide 
under her, avd the Onwo was going 
out, bound to Hankow with a very 
large number of Chinese passengers on 
board. When they sighted each other, 
the Onwo had the Newchwang’s red 
light on her starboard bow, and Cap- 
tain Slessar blew one blast with his 
whistle and ported his helm, so that 
the two steamers should pass port side 
to port side, ‘I'he captain of the New- 
ckwang blew two blasts, intimating 
that he was starboarding his helm. It 
seems to have been too late'then to do 
anything, and the Newchwang struck 








the Onwo on the port side before’ the 
beam, cutting into her. about ten feet, 
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In the panic some of the Chinese on 
the Wewckwang jumped, it is reported, 
on to the Onwo. ‘The latter, which 
was an old vessel, originally the Peiho 
and then the Taku, built at Dumtar- 
ton in 1870, filled at once and sank in 
a few minutes, causing a terrible loss 
of life, notwithstanding the exertions of 
the U.S. men-of-war, whose boats were 
on the spot with wonderful promptitude. 
The Newchwang was at once beached 
on Pheasant Point. Whether any one 
was to blame for the collision, and if so 
who, it is, of course, impossible yet to 
say j and the captain of the Onwo, Mr. 
Slessar, is unfortunately among’ the 
drowned. The second officer of the 
Onwo, Mr. Cooper, who was on the 
bridge with the captain at the time of 
the collision, is happily saved, but he 
is not at present well enough to give 
any account of the accident. 

Tt will be remembered that a very 
similar accident took place almost at 
the same spot about two years ago 
between the steamers Chingtu and 
Kachidate Maru, and this led to some 
interesting discussion in our columns, 
including a very valuable letter from a 
correspondent who siged himself “Im- 
primatur.” ‘The object of the letter, 
an extremely able one, was to draw 
attention to the contant danger of 
which yesterday morning’s collision is 
the latest example. He pictured “a 
pole erected in the middle of the 
‘Woosung Bar, with a-convenient plat- 
form on top. An observer is up there, 
and from his exalted position be is able 
to look right over Woosung to the 
anchorage outside, and also up the 
Woosung river towards Shanghai.” 
hen he went on to describe the 
observer's feelings as he sees a couple 
of big steamers in the Yangtze, waiting 
to come in until just before high 
water ; and we may note that two big 
steamers, the Glengarry and the Ma- 
tacca, were following the Newchwang 
in yesterday morning. “The observer 
at this time turns his head, and takes a 
took up the Woosung river. ‘The first 
thing he notices is that there are 
several junks under way, just above the 
Bar, sailing and drifting up with the 
tide, and through the narrow channel 
between Gough Island and the Pootung 
shore. The wext thing he notices is 
that there is a deep-draught steamer 
bound out and threading her way 
through the junks and Gough Island 
chanvel. He does not at first think of 
danger, but when he notices that this 
steamer keeps coming on and on, and 
that she evidently intends crossing out 
over the Bar, he begins to feel alarmed. 


His miud flashes back to the two | 3?! 


steamers he noticed steaming in through 
Woosung, and he feels sure that they 
will meet this other one ou the Bar. He 
glances round, Yes, there they are; 
both of them coming in, and both of 
them unaware of the serious danger 
that awaits them on the Bar. “He 
takes in the whole situation at a glance 
and his beart stauds still. He feels 
that he'd give anything to stop these 


steamers, to keep’ them back from 
meeting in that, to them, narrow and 
shallow channel of the Woosung Bar, 
and he says to himself: ‘By gum! 
there is going to be asmash! Cannot 
they see one another? Is there no 
one, is thete nothing to warn them ?’” 

This graphic sketch shows the danger 
incurred daily-at Woosunig, for it must 
be remembered that where there is one 
collision, there are fifty close shaves, 
and steamers often run’ ashore for an 
hour or two to avoid collision, when 
they have been lucky enough to see 
the danger in time. ‘They cannot anchor 
when they have got to the Bar, and 
they have got no other place to go for, 
and so are forced to attempt its crossing 
and trust to nerves to pull them through, 
Is there no way of reducing the danger, 
which has cansed of late years so much 
loss of property, and now such a terrible 
loss of life?’ “Imprimatur” made a 
suggestion, which we now repeat. “Per- 
sonally, as the tide pole is what we all 
watch, I would suggest as a warning to 
the outward-bound steamer, that by 
day the flags RLM, be hoisted on the 
tide pole half-way between the cross- 
arms and the truck ; and by night that 
a blue light be burnt from the cross- 
arms. (2) That as a special signal 
to the inward-bound vessel that there is 
danger on the Bar. . . I would suggest 
by day the flags J.D. from the same 
position and by night the firing of rockets 
or red lights above the cross-arms.” 

We believe that the objection of the 
Customs at the time to the adoption of 
this suggestion, or some similar ex- 
pedient for reducing this constant 
danger, was the responsibility that 
would thereby be incurred by the 
harbour-master at Woosung. But this 
is a responsibility that ought not to be 
shirked if its being incurred will avert 
such a terrible catastrophe as we have 
to record this morning. 
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Is its leaditig article on the discussion of 
bimetallism in the House of Commons, 
details of which have already appeared in 
our columns, the Times draws attention 
to tho unmistakable declaration of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, on behalf of the 
whole Cabinet, that the currency of the 
country must not be changed. ‘The con- 
clusion of the article is 

‘There is much in the doubts expressed by 
the leader of the Opposition—which are 

parently shared by ‘Sir Michael Hicks 
Beach—whether the Government are likely 
to win over the assent of foreign Powers 








to the tral of a system which we tell them 
plainly ma; enough for ‘the likes 

Riem bek wil nox do_at al for ourselves, 
Even Mr. Balfour's conditional: pledge that if 
an agreement is possible the Indian mints will 
be re-opened will hardly affect a repugnance 


that would probably be much more marked 





if the discussion had not hitherto seemed 
‘unpractical and unreal. However that may 


has been proved sufficient to justify a radical 
change in the system of currency under which 
the commercial, industrial, and financial 
prosperity of this country has been developed. 
Notwithstanding some "painful exceptions, 
especially inregatd toagricultureand thecotton 
industry, the immense accumulation of capital, 
the steady yield of taxation, the high rate of 
wages, theimprovedstandard of comfort among 
the working classes, are inconsistent with the 
fact that there has been the dangerous decad- 
tence alleged by the bimetallists. ‘The evils of 
the fall in prices are obvious, though even in 
this respect it must be remembered that low 
prices mean cheap and plentiful living for the 
masses. But it is not proved that low prices 
are due to any fluctuations in the precious 
metals, or that they would be raised by 

bimetallism. The annual production of gol 
is twice as great as it was ten years ago; the 
accumulated reserves aro vastly larger than 
they ever were before; the rate of discount 
never was solow. Sir Michael Hicks Beach 
boldly denies that there is any scarcity of 
gold, or that prices have been affected in 
this way. If they had been, the fall would 
have been uniform, whereas it varies from 
30 per cent on wheat to 25 per cent on 
cats, 15 per cent on cheese, 10 per cent on 
butter, 8 per cent on mutton, and soon, while 
some commodities have not fallen at all, 
The development of foreign competition in 
articles of which the production is practieally 
unlimited, the improvement of communica- 
tions, and ‘the opening up of new coun: 
tries, suffice to account for the downward 
movement. ‘The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
farthermore, gave some. practical reesons 
for questioning the theory that the un. 

fair competition of silver-using countries is 
the cause of the depression in the cotton 
trade. If it be, how does it happen that the 
export ;trade of Lancashire to. silver-using 
countries is increasing much moro rapidly 
than that to countries which do not use 
silver? It is true that India constitutes a 
serious difficulty, but, as Sir Michael Hicks 
Beach showed, there are enormous inte1 
even apart from those of the United Kin 
dom, that would be affected by any tamper! 
with tho gold standard. The great majority 
of our colonies, with four-fifths of the colonial 
trade, are on. goldbasis, They like the mother 
country, are concerned in maintaining the 
system under which London has become the 
monetary centre of the world, under which our 
commerce and industry have outstripped all 
rivals, under which the greatest accumulation 
of capital that the world has ever seen is 
avalleble for benefloent and productive em 
ployment. 

The Liberal Daily News heads its loader 
on the subject Bimetallism Snuffed Out,” 
and says :-— 

‘The currency of this country is not, as Sir 
William Harcourt said, to be placed at the 
merey of a foreign syndicate. We have got « 
good thing, and we mean to keep it. All the 
Solemn twaddle about, the “appreciation of 

ld,” is beside the mark. An appreciation 
of gold and a fali in prices are. two aspects of 
ont phenomenon. ‘They are the sare thing, 
Low prices have always bea beneficial, and 
never injurious to the masses. Mr. Balfour 
had better have held his tongue than have 
made the paltry speech which closed the 
debate. His childish taunt that Sir William 
‘Harcourt was in favour of long hours and low 
‘wages was more like the humours of an elec- 
tion in a corrupt borough than a Parliament. 
ary debate. Mr. Balfour still looks forward 
to the establishment of a double standard 
as the panacea for all our ills, He will 
be a very old man before that’ particular 
delusion comes within the range of, practical 
politics. There is nothing which the people 
Uf this country would not be justiGed fo dotag 
to avert such an immeasurable calamity. 
We do not alvay realise.the comparative 
worthlessness of ‘silver, because our silver 
coins are mere tokens. Buta man need not 

far to find it out. He has only. to visit a 
foreign country, near or distant. e British 
sovereign will frank him round the ‘world. 
‘The British shilling will be contemptuously 
rejected ina Parisian shop. There is not a 
workman in England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
whose wages would not be lowered by bimetal- 
lism, If Mr. Balfour really. believes in this 





















be, we reg as unanswerable the contention 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer that no 
case of widespread and incréasing depression 


most fantastic of all fallacies, he ought not to 
be First Lord of the Fortunately, 
he has's ‘colléague who is not attaid to ribo 
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from his side and. hold-up his financial doc: 
trines: to the amused. scorn of the House of 
‘Commons. “ 

+ The-Radical-Duily Chrowicle has as little 
sympathy with bimetallism as its contem- 
poraries: It says—and its references. to 
the hopes that were held out by Mr. 
‘Balfour and others before the General 
lection are perfectly fair :— 

‘The advocates of bimetallism are’erroneotss 
in their views as to the cause of the low 
prices which, whatever certain special inter- 
ests may think of them, are full of benefit to 
the masses. It is not any currency legisla- 
tion, but the practical application of scientific 
inventions which-has been the great cause of 
‘the lowering of prices. Railways, telegraphs, 
steamers, machinery—these have been the 
agents which’ have effected an ceonomie revo- 
Intion in our time; a revolution which has 
brought the Antipedesneatve to dur doors than 
Scotland was ‘a centary ago.’ “We are quite 
aware of the fact that revolutions involve 
temporary: dislocations, and. that: there is 
much friction as.a result of -present economic 
tendencies. But our agriculturists and, cotton- 
spinners, instead of calling on Hercules, must 
intelligently re-adjust their. industries to suit 
the new conditions. We do not frame our 
legislation now to cnable farmers to grow 
wheat at impossible prices, and we certainl 
hall ‘ob do no. It's nck by juggling with 
currency that we can bring general prosperity, 
although, not. a few Conservative candidates 
told the people it was some nine months ago. 
The adoption of Mr. ‘Whiteley’s resolution 
means nothing; the whole debate was unreal 
‘and academic, the Government will do nothing 
‘as a consequence of the resolution, and things 
will go on much as before—with one excop- 
tion, ‘That exception will be thiat Lancashire 
voters will not be so easily gulled into support- 
ing reactionary candidates as they were last 
year by the ‘vague prot and flimsy 
arguments which then took them in, 

‘The Tory journals are just ns strongly 
against bimetallism as the Liberal. The 
Globe begins its leader on the resolution by 
saying + ; 

‘At last the Bimetallists have hid the field 
day for'which their souls pined, and it must 
be admitted that on the whole the contest has 
tended to make tho situation more definite. 
It is no small thing to be assured that; what- 
ever happens, the Government will not depart 
from that gold standard which has served 
this country. so: well in the past, and which, 
leapt all the imaginings of the Latin, Union 
and all the threats of the Almighty Dollar, is, 
we believe,, the only sound and. permanent 
basis for the currency of a civilised country. 
With that cardinal principle once ganted, 
there can be-no possible objection to any 
attempt to rehabilitate silver, now unhappily 
fallen ‘from its former high ‘estate, and sti 
displaying every disposition to go from:bad to 
worse. Neither ‘2 Government composed of 
hardened monometallists, nor one to which 
bimetallism was the only road to financial 
salvation, could have had any cause to shrink 
from the resolution which the adherents of 
the’ latter cult submitted yesterday to the 
House of Commons.. We are all agreed that 
the depreciation of silver is to be deplored, 
and if some of us cling to the’hope that. the 
effects of the discovery of the-Nevada mines 
‘can be neutralised by an’ International’ agree- 
ment, there is no reason why the Government 
should not do what it can to prove the belief 
a delusion or the reverse, Whether: any 
possible agreement. can be made with th 

ilver Countries which shall at.once 
the gold'standard in the United Kingdom, 
and.‘‘ecoure a stable monetary par of 
change ” between that metal arid its rival, is 

ite another matter, For our own part we 
lo" not think’ that anything of the kind is 
possible. We strongly suspect that the mo- 
ment any attempt is made to open negotiations 
with other States, the gold standard will be 
found to be an insuperable obstacle. 

‘The Egyptian Expedition takes up a 
good deal of space in the papers. ° The 
suggestion .of it came from London, not 
from Cairé, for the Dervishes ‘have not 
been more threatening than: usual; and 
there can be little doubt that the main 
motive for the expedition was to assist 
Italy, another motive being a desire to 
restore the Soudan to Egypt before we 









































evacuate the country. If the suggestion 
really came from Germany, it is odd. that 
the German pepers should ‘have trestad it 
as they do, ‘The Berlin correspondent of 
the Times says :— 

The announcement that, under the advice 
of the British Government, an ian 
expedition will advance foithwith into the 
Soudan] is regarded: here as -the ‘event of 
the day. It should be warmly welcomed 
in German ‘official circles, which have offen 
laid’ stress upon England’s responsibilit; 
for the chaos which has so long prevail 
in the Soudan. Moreover, a movement 
which must effect a powerful diversion in 
favour of the Italians can hardly fail to be 
thoroughly appreciated here, When Kassala 
was threatened last’ year by the Dervishes 


it disappointment” was -€ here 
Ritmo attempt was nade in Egypt to asist 
the Italians, at least. by a demonstration on 
the Wady Halfa frontier. This was, in fact, 
one of the first of the many grievances which 
Germany treasured ‘up against England's 
policy towards her and her allies. The deter- 
mination which the British Government seems 
now to have arrived at must remove ‘at least 
‘one of the numerous misconceptions which 
have of late tended to impair the judgment 
‘of German statesmen where England is 
tn the oye ofa f the ( 
in the eyes of a lai tion of the German 
Press, however, at the moment, England 
can do. no right. ‘The National Zeitwug, 
which only the other day declared that 
England would now be” judged by her 
attitude towards the Italian’ in their hour 
of need, sees in the proposed expedition 
merely a device to restore some vestige of 
popularity to British rule in Egypt. It 
Scorns the idea that there is any desire to 
help the Italians, for England, as usual 
partucs only her own interests.” We a 
curious to see,” it adds viciously, “oy 
whom Kassala belongs six months hence. 
‘The Vossische Zeitung, which adopts for 
once a moderate tone, believes that the real 
‘object of the expendition is to provide a 




















reason for a prolongation of the British 
ccoupation of Byypt, and is of pinion that 
no better one contd be found than the conquest 


of theSoudan. This task and the administrative 
regulation of the ‘regained territory would 
occupy many years, during which France could 
searcely press for the evacuation of Egypt, a 
“England: would be doing a great work of 
civilisation in the Soudan, in the performance 
of which she will be support-d by the sym- 
pathy of all Christian and civilised. peoples. 
From this point of view, the Egyptian e: 
tion seems to be a no less dexterous than 
move on Lord Salisbury’s part, which France 
will scarcely succeed in thwarting, even 
should she attempt to do so by action in Con- 
stantinople.” 

‘According to the Cologne Gazette, ‘the de- 
spatch of the expedition proves that the Eng- 
lish Government have at last opened their ears 
to the disquieting reports which have'for some 
time past beon circulated as to the move- 
ments of the Dervishes. “Lord Cromer, ‘con 
tends, has always strenuously: opy any 
military expedition {in the Soudan on fioancial 
grounds, bot in military. circles apprehen- 
sions have been expressed that he made too 
light of the statements as to.the gathering of 
the Dervishes, and now the views of. the 
‘general staff have evidently prevailed over 
‘those of Lord Cromer.. The  orgat 
Foreign Office is doubtful whether the deter- 
mination has been taken in’ time to 
an inroad into Egyptian territory ‘and it be- 
lieves that, the expedition will meet with far 
greater difficulties than would have been the 
‘case some months ago, as the Dervishes have 
had plenty of time to makes ready. 























In. the Jatest_ Times, that .of the 20th of, 


March, .there is another leading article, 
justifying the Egyptian Expedition, which 
concludes as follows : 

German papers like the National Zeitung 
and Vosnsche Zeitung, which cannot be ac- 
cused of excessive partiality for British, pre- 
tensions, recognise that in we are 
defending the interest, not only of the 
Khedive, whom we are bound to protect, but. 
of European civilisation. They hail: with 
“unbounded ‘satisfaction” the action of: their 
own Government in sacctioning our propossls 
and bid us rest satisfied of the.support of 
Germany in. any further diplomatic develop- 












1d | of the rapprochement with: 


in of the | tl 


ments. They do not pretend. to be disin- 
terested. ‘They say quite plainly that, 
apart from their natural concern for Italy, 
it is not to the advantage of Germany to 
disturb England on the ‘Nile, in order that 
she may make way for France. In’ push- 
ing forward slowly, and, cautiously up the 
Nile we shall command the moral support of 
most of the chief peoples of the civiliséd 
world. But we shalf enjoy it on.one condition 
only—on the condition that whether tho 
advance made is small or great, it shall be an 








advance of the Egyptian frontier for good and 
all,” Europe has had enough of the incaleul 
able evils int upon the Soudan by the 





incessant fuctuations of our former policy 
towards it. ‘There must be no more “ wob- 
ting” 

‘The Home News gives the following 
summary of French sentiment on the sub- 
ject of the expedition :— 

Franco naturally docs not like the oxpedi- 
tion, and on Tuesday it was reported that 
M, "Berthelot had" bluntly called Lord 
Dafforin’s attention to the cortain “ gravit; 
of the consequences.” This, howovor, it. is 
now explained, was intended to refer only to 
the financial side of ths question, and M. 
Berthelot’s remarks in the Chamber yesterday 
warrant a hope that, when the explanations 
demanded of the British Goverament, have 
been given, French opposition will not 
prove implacable. Paris journalists do 
hot entertain any doubt as. to the real 
abject of the Kayptian expedition, They 
share with Mr. Labouchere the conviction 
that it is intended to afford an excuse for.the 
Bfolengation of the ‘British, cceupation, of 

lgypt. Under the specious plea of necessity, 
the iniquitous Briton is, of course, preparing 
to further his own ends, . These journalists, 
with aRontgen-like ingenuity, can dee through 
the whole business. Great Britain will resort 
tovany measures calculated to afford her an 
excuse for not redeeming her pledges. Henco 
they strenuously oppose the application 
which the Egyptian Government will make to 
the Caisse de la Dette for half. a million 
sterling towards the expenses of the campaign. 
France has threo suflicient, reasons for her 
resontment. irs, the portponoment of the 
British evacuation, which she had recently 
grown to believe 'was appreciably nearer ; 
Second, the belief that by the advanco in tho 
Soudan we contemplate placing ourselves in a 

ition of authority on the head waters of 
the Nile; third, the consciousness that tho 
movement is a proof that our friendship with 
Italy is not wholly “platonic. Is the ex- 
pedition, asks the Temps, authentic evidence 
‘Triple Allianco? 
Whatever else it means, it will not, we may 
be sure, facilitate the rapprochement of Franco 
and England, 

‘The following is the opening note in the 
Economist on the Money Market in 
London :— 

The discount market has continued its 
downward course this week, the quotation 
for best three months’ bills ‘having fallen to 
$4 por cent. Some hopes of an improviment 
are being based upon the forthcoming new 
Chinese foan, the effect’ of which will be to 
transfer some millions over which the market 
has now control to the credit of the Japanese 
Government at the Bank of England. As 
against thi, however, it has tbe renirnbored 

at outside, supplies will be considerably 































increased at the beginning of the new quarter 





wvént | by. 


the Consols and other dividend: payments, 
tid aloo that Japan is now gradually setting 
free portions of the indemnity money in pay- 
ment of debts she has contracted : here. 
Although, therefore, the issue, of the loan 
may have some passing influerice, it is not 
likely to produce any lasting effect upon the 
market. 

‘This is followed by a very readable lead- 
ing article. on ‘The Depression . amon; 
Statesmen,” in which is discussed the feel- 
ing that is prevalent all over the world 
that some European nation or other «is 
about to be forced into a war before very 
Tong. ‘Tho statesmen fear that before long 
some accident, perhaps even lightning, wi 
explode one of.the many magazines now 
full to the roof with powder, and if that 
happens they have little hope of preventing 
the remainder of the magazines from goin; 
off, and causing a geneyal and wides: 
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catastrophe.” On the other hand, all theCon- 
tinental Courts are very anxious that peace 
shall not be broken. Russia is only slowly 
accumulating force in the Far East, and 
‘cannot be ready for any decided action for 
another year or two, and the Czar is most 
anxious that his coronation shall come off) 
in June in the midst of a profound peace. 
‘Austria is always for peace, particularly 
now that the Emperor is getting old, and 
the health of his heir is not good. Austria 
and Germany have both been made anxious 
by the Italian defeat in Abyssinia, 
fearing that it must encourage in Italy the 
Republicans who favour the French alli- 
ance. This pleases France, who is also 
pleased by the German Emperor's blunder 
in affronting Great Britain. The article 
‘concludes as follows :— 


We do not see how the facts we have 
quoted can be set aside by pessimists, except 
by adducing two considerations. One is, 
that all these facts, though undeniable, are 
of a kind to exercise only a temporary 
{nfluence, an influence for a few monthe, oF, 
say, for this year. That is perfectly true, 
bat in it becoming in grave business men to 
make political calculations for more than a 
yoar? Can any man pretend to make a 
‘useful forecast extending over a longer period, 
a forecast which must assume to begin with 
the continuance of at least half-a-dozen actual 
and official lives? Within the last three 
months there have been three incidents, each 
of which was totally unexpected, and each of 
which might have driven this country against 
its will “into war. It is necessary’ to be 
‘of course, and preparation is going 
is — wit the — smear 
isarranged, to predict what may happen 
ven a few months hence, by which tine al 
alliances may have changed, together with 
many circumstances now held’ to be dominat- 
ing polities. The other consideration is, of 
course, accident, and no one who has watched 
public’ affairs ever doubts that accidents may 
oceur. There is no more reason, however, 
for supposing that they must happen in 1896 
than in any other year, and no ground for the 
Welief that they must’ all be unfavourable to 

We could conceive of a great many 
That, would bo. most unfavourable. to was 
‘The truth is that recent events have excited 
imaginations usually a little dull, and 
as always happens in such cases, there is a 
mental ground-swell left, which throws even 
the big ships a little out of equilibrium. ‘The 
great men see a little further than the 
majority, but for that very reason they are 
apt in disturbed times to’ take views which 
are unnecessarily gloomy. ‘The greatest among 
‘us does not inate any more than the meanest 
wht will happen to-morrow. 

‘Tho article on ‘The Parliamentary Tac- 
tics of the Bimetallists” is confirmed by 
the recent declaration of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer that the British Govern- 
ment would not agree to abandon the gold 
standard in the United Kingdom. In a 
note on the new Chinese loan the Economist 
points out that it practically exhausts the 
security which China can offer by an assign- 
ment of the Customs’ revenue. What no- 
body has shown us yet is how this 
revenue is to be replaced in China. Home 
writers almost seem to think that it 
is a free revenue which China can assign 
to foreign creditors without trouble. But’ 
no one discusses how China is going to 
provide the revenue which the assignment 
of the Customs withdraws from the Central 
and Provincial Governments. 

In reference to the Eeyptian Expedition 
the Saturday Review has the three follow- 
ing notes :— 

The impression produced by Mr. Curzon’s 
“statement” about the Nile 
Tuesday, was that his heart was not in it 
and that he was speaking from instructions 
of which he. ony. halt approved, His 
mors enthusiastic references to Italy also 
‘were thought to have been an indiscretion, 
provoked by the interruptions of the Irish 
members. But this part of his statement has 
eon very differently received abroad, where 
it has produced an excellent eifect. How far 
the ipsissima verba of the Italian passage 
were prepared we do not know. But the 
















xpediticn, on | Wh 


Italians are a warm-hearted people, and have 
responded to Mr. Curzon’s compliments, as 
one would have expected. 

It_is impossible to deny the clear right of 
M. ‘Berthelot. to object, ‘on behalf of the 
French bondholders, to the expenditure of 
half a million sterling out of the reserve fund 
of the Egyptian Caisse. ‘That reserve smounts 
to £2, , and to the bondholders, 
who certainly have not been consulted on the 
expediency of the Nile Expedition, for which 
they are asked to pay. If the question were 
‘merely a financial one, the hesitating attitude 
of France would be entirely wise. But the 

juestion is political as well as financial. If 

Ingland has to pay for this expedition out 
of her own pocket her position in Egypt. will 
then be unassailable, and evacuation will be 
further off than ever.” If M. Berthelot wants 
to play a really clever game, he should re- 
trieve the mistake France made at Alexandria, 
and insist on helping England in this ex- 
pedition. 

‘The notion that a force of our native Indian 
troops could be used to advantage in the 
Soudan naturally occurs to many minds. ‘To 
‘our own knowledge, Lord Roberts has de- 
clared that he could successfully have taken 
such a force from Suakim to Khartoum ; 
and, if we are really committed to another 
Soudanese campaign, it is a matter for regret 
that circumstances ‘render a conference be- 
tween him and Lord Wolseley on the practic- 
ability of such an attempt, to say the least, 
unlikely. There are many obvious difficulties 
in the way of a profitable employment of Indian 
troops either on the Red Sea littoral or the 
Nile. It is essentially a country for infantry, 
and the Ghurkas, who are the best foot: 
soldiers in the world, are too few and too 
precious to be wasted on such a dangerous 
enterprise; while the other native infantry 
could hardly be relied upon to withstand suc 
terrible rushes as the survivors of El Teb and 
Abu Klea remember. On the other hand, 
while, no doubt, our superb Indian cavalry 
could sweep the Dervishes off the face of the 
earth if they could got at them, the problem 
of transporting forage over many hundreds 
of miles of absolutely sterile desert remains 
to be solved. The Dervishes themselves 
employ a certain number of horses as well as 
camels; but the vast bulk of their fighting 
force is unmounted, and in their long ex- 
Piitions the horses are generally an encun 

ance until they aro sacrificed. Still, i 
Lord Roberts has a plan, we repeat that, i 
2 pity that he is not likely to be asked for it. 


‘There is a very interesting article in the 
Saturday on the Dongola Expedition, in 
which it is shown that the arguments for it 
given by the Government cannot be the 
real ones, and the writer thinks it is the 
result of an agreement with Germany, 
which is anxious to check the progress of 
‘our rapprochement with France. It is 
certain that whenever England seems to 
be leaning towards an understanding with 
France and Russia, an inclination which 
seems to us the right one, something hap- 
pens to stop it. England is now committed 
to two wars in Africa, during which her 
rivals can do what they like in Enst ‘Asia, 
‘and it is so manifestly to their advantage 
that she should be so engaed, that they 
might almost have planned to oppose Eng- 
land's action in it in order to make 
England more decided to carry it out. The 
‘Suturday has another leading article telling 
the truth about the murder of the Queen 
of Corea; and a well-written paper, headed 
“Fraudesia Magna," giving the Radical 
view of Mr. Rhodes’ work in South Africa; 
and four fine stanzas by Theodore Watts :— 

‘THE CHANNEL'S BREATH. 
(From ‘The Angeljof the Channel” : An Ode.) 
Strong Angel of the Channel, thou 
ose waves are speaking as, in deathless 

















8s 
‘They spake to men who, vanished now, 
‘Must hear these pebbles still on starry ways, 
I think no power of Death can smother 
This breath of thine, and when this bosom 
heaves, 

They feel it still, yea every brother, 
Remembering her they loved, the mother 
For whom they won that robe, above all 

er, § 








‘The rich sea weaves. 





Grenville, when fronting hopeless odds, 
Felt on his lips the far-off Channel brine ; 
‘Our heroes wax to demigods 
When breathing this immortal -breath of 
thine; 
For _when the Armada crossed the ocean 


With Doom for captain and for pilot Death, 
What fanned, through Battle's red com- 
‘motion, 


To that fine fire her sons’ devotion, 
Which slew the snake the Pope had stung to 
motion? 
Tt was thy breath. 


‘They drank it on that Autumn eve 
When, through the rosy offing’s hazy veils, 
Where yonder sun is taking leave, 
‘They saw’an are that brightened into sails, 
‘Those sailors stout of heart and limb 
Who, when two crescent-horns, like pinion 
tips 
Of Evening, on the horizon’s rim, 
Grew golden—when the centre dim 
Grew golden too, laughed loud ‘See how 
ey swim, 
‘The welcome ships 





And every evening sea and air 





Seon haunted by the mighty shades of men 
Who, in the deep-voiced days that were, 
Cried “Ho for England : strike for England,” 





when 
Her fate, which aye was Freedom's fate, 
‘Hung on the glorious pirates nursed by thee— 
When Spain, who came, convoyed of Hate, 
Had that great greeting in the Strait 
From her to whom God said “For thine 
estate 
‘Take thou the sea.” 


‘The Spectator tells us that Austria and 
Italy were very much alarmed by Germany's 
affront to England, fearing that it would 
lend in the ecal to « renewal of the Anglo- 
French alliance which dominated polities 
in 1856. ‘The Spectator's first leader is 
headed ‘Venezuela ; the British Case,” and 
an abstract of the case is given, but it is 
very rightly said that, however good our 
ease may be, we should be prepared to 
arbitrate. the question and make any 
reasonable concession, if required. In its 
article headed “ Mr. Goschen on the Naval 
Estimates,” the value of being prepared 
for war if you want peace, is again insisted 
on, and we are told that’ “the Opposition 
have criticised the Naval Estimates of the 
Government with both candour and patrio- 
tism.” In an article on ‘The Italian 
Decision,” the Spectator says it means the 
renewal of the Triple Alliance. 


‘This replaces affairs almost upon their pre- 
viouf footing, for in the event of a Euro) 
war, Italy Would not bo allowed to lack 
money, and her Generals, by calling up extra 
Reserves, would speedily make up for the 
corps Warmée temporarily locked up upon the 
Red Soa, The Republicans, who in Tealy are 
French, will wait to see the ‘result of the new 
campaign, and if it is enccessful, will decide 
as heretofore that submission is the wiser 
course, and that tho Monarchy directly con- 
duces to the safety of Italy. On the whole, 
though we cannot believe either in the pos: 
sibility or expediency of conquering Abyssinia, 
we cannot but fee! that the Italians havo 
adopted a masculine course of policy. and one 
which will relieve them of much of the dis- 
credit brought on them by defeat, and by the 
want of self-control exhibited by the populace 
when they first heard of its serious extent, 


‘There are two good small-type articles 
on ‘The Interestingness of Things,” and 
“The Invisible Food of Fish ;” and a most 
tripping paraphrase of Horace's ode “ Mis- 
erarum est neque amori,” headed “4d Novas 
Feminas.” 

Tenniel’s cartoon in Punch represents 
‘King Humbert having a bad quarter of an 
hour with his two partners in the Triple 
Alliance. The text is ‘‘The German Em- 

(the head of the Firm). ‘Look here, 
Bimberto, all we can say is, if you drop any 
more in “Abyssinisns,” we may have to 
dissolve partnership.’ ” 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS, ETC. 


The Life of John Livingston Nevius 
forty years a missionary in China. By 
wife Helen Coan Nevius. Introduction by 

ALP. i i 


. ly D-D.y LL-Dos lent 
of the Imperial 





Tung-wén College, Peking. 
With illustrations from original photo- 
graphs and map of Eastern Shantang, 

‘reming H. Revell Company, New York, 
Chicago, Toronto, 1895. pp. 476. 


‘There were few missionariesin the Chinese 
Empire more widely known than was the 
subject of this handsome volume, prepared 
with painstaking fidelity by a loyal and 
judicious wife. Dr. Nevius was born in 
1829, studied at Union College and Prince- 
ton ‘Theological Seminary, and arrived in 
Shanghai early in the year 1854, a little in 
advance of: Mr. J. Hudson Taylor,’ the 
well-known director of the-China Inland 
Mission. Dr. and. Mrs. Nevius were 
assigned to Ningpo, where they lived for 
five or six years, at the end of which time 
they: were appointed to the Mission in 
Japan, where they spent several months 
until 1861, when it seemed best to return 
to China. ’ The Empire was then; as-now, 
in a transition state. Old things were 
passing away, and after a short residence 
‘at Ningpo, it was decided to begin work in 
the province of Shantung, to which Dr. 
Nevius removed in 1861. It is with this 

rovince that he was identified, and it is 
yy his work there that he will be remem- 
dered. What that work was, this volume 
tells us in considerable, but not too full 
detail. It is evident that the author has 
used but a small part of the material at her 
disposal, but itis so selected as to give 
a series of continuous photographs of the 
life of a busy man, devoted to the 
enlightenment and the moral elevation of 
the Chinese, Dr. Nevius was a teacher, 
an author, a translator, a preacher, and an 
itinerant evangelist, with the care of mat 
churches scattered over a wide district at 
great distance from his home in Chefoo, 
and involving long and fatiguing journeys 
at all seasons of the year, often under 
disagreeable circumstances, He taught 
‘a multitude of pupils who revere hi 
memory. He prepared a work on China 
which for popular usefulness was not in its 
time excelled, and which with emendations 
and brought down to date would yet be 
the best of its sort. He investigated the 
phenomena of what he called ‘demon 
ossession” in such an elaborate and scho- 








larly way as to command the respect of | g¢ 


scientific specialists, and his work will lor 
continue an epitome of what is to be sai 
on one side of an intricate and an import- 
ant topic. He prepared works in Chinese 
which have been perennially useful, and 
which will continue so to be for decades to 
come. He made hundreds of addresses in 
his own and in other lands, and by his 
simple earnestness and evident candour, 
brought home to many minds the needs of 
the Chinese people for something better 
than a merely material civilisation. He 
was the able and impartial chairman of the 
last Missionary Conference, where, as in 
all other situations, he was distinguished 
for his wise faculty of mediating between 
extremes, his genial respect for the per- 
sonality ‘of every one with whom he 
came in contact, and his manifest ability 
and piety in felicitous combination. But 
it is in none of these ‘relations that Dr. 
Nevius will be longest remembered and most 
Jamehted by the Chinese among whom he 
spent so much of the strength of his life. 
fe was justly regarded as a father, to whom. 
it was most natural and inevitable that 
they should bring all their personal affairs 
for his advice, and to whom they looked 
as an oracle in the things of this life as well 
as of that which is to come. To those who 
are interested in missionary efforts Dr. 
Nevius will always be known as the 





pioneer’ and steady advocate of what is 
known as “the Shantung idea.” He belie 


in such a working of a mission field as will 
produce ia the shortest Sis self-sup- 
mrting, self-propagating and ern- 
Be churches, with the minimum of fore 
interference and foreign money. His little 
pamphlet on methods of mission work, 
‘was the outcome of many years of thought 
and struggle toward the best way, and has 
been circulated in large numbers out of 
China as well as init. “Dr. Nevius had the 
insight to perceive that neither the Pres- 
byterian system, nor any other system, is 
as such adapted to the genius of the 
Chinese, and that in dealing with such a 
people, missionaries must use means which 
are best adapted to the ends in view in 
the lands where the work is to be done, 
irrespective of what a synod might do 
in Holland, or a presbytery in New 
Jersey. It was his aim to train every in- 
dividual who came into the church, to give 
as well as to get, and thus to avoid the 
cumbrous and expensive system of a vast 
staff of “native agents” paid out of foreign 
funds, which must be appropriated in ever 
ine amounts in order to keep up 
with the advancing work. His conception 
ofa missionary “out-station” was that of a 
place which is able to take care of itself 
after it has once received the word of 
truth, with only occasional supervision 
from'the Paul or the Apollos that may 
have done the planting or the watering. 
‘His converts were to be grounded in the 
word of God, and they would grow under 
the divine superintendence with some 
human assistance, into fruitful churches. 
Against this theory of the ‘planting and 
training” of Chinese churches it has often 
been urged that it expects more than the 
experience of most missionaries warrants ; 
that there is an inadequate equipment of 
the native churches thus planted to meet 
the cultivated and educated opposition of 
Confucianism ; that a large number of 
the best minds highly instructed in Chris- 
tian truth are an absolute necessity in any 
rmanently stable Christian community ; 
end that while there are some regions 
where the ‘Shantung idea” proves highly 
successful, and some men who appear 
eminently adapted to work it, there are 
other regions and other men that fail to 
produce anything at all corresponding 
to the success of Dr. Nevius. Every 
mission station is in an important sense a 
new and a fresh experiment in the intro- 
duction of a divine life among men in special 
conditions. Every successful graft of 
Christianity isa contribution to the evan- 
sation of the race. In order to obtain 
a wide knowledge, it is necessary to have a 
wide range of facts followed out through 
Jong periods of time. |The principal defect 
of this biography is that in regard to the 
matter of chiefest interest inDr Nevius’ 
life-work, it leaves us much in the dark as 
to the actual results at the present time. 
‘The book was written in the United States, 
and perhaps all the facts may not have 
been available, buta chapter devoted entire- 
ly to the growth of ‘ the Shantung idea” 
in the minds of Dr. Nevius and the other 
missionaries who have believed in it and 
acted upon it, showing how far they were 
right and wherein they may have failed, 
would have added greatly to the interest of 
the work asa contribution to the history of 
modern missions. It is to be hoped that 
some member of the Mission to which Dr. 
Nevius belonged, and some one from the 
highly successful sister organisation of the 
English Baptist churches, will supply this 
information in an accessible form. It is a 
somewhat humiliating commentary upon 
the weakness of human nature, that 
there are so many intelligent persons in 
the Chinese Empi to whom a life 
like that of Dr. Nevius seemed devoted 
to the evolution of ‘‘an iridescent dream,” 
but who at the same time wax enthusiastic 
over spring strawberries and Bartlett pears. 
“These have their uses, and impart some 
pleasure even to the wise.” In the hands 














wed |}of an all-round man like Dr. Nevius— 








perhaps the best specimen of such # man 
in the entire missionary body in China— 
they show how inevitable it is that the 
Christian seed should germinate in 
kinds of soils, and should bring forth 
fruit after its kind, physical, intellectual, 
moral and spiritual. At the present day 
it becomes dimly comprehensible to 
Chinese themselves that there is some- 
thing the matter with China. Even the 
foreigners in China who are “old stagers” 
and who know the Chinese all too well, 
the ones who have eaten the  sprin; 
strawberries and the Bartlett pears ant 
smacked their lips at the taste—even 
many of these are ready to admit that if 
wise missionaries can trepan the skulls of 
Peking Hanlins and Vice-presidents of the 
Board of War and Imperial Censors, it may 
not be such a bad thing after all. One of 
the most important lessons of a life like 
that of Dr. Nevius is that there is no grade 
of talent that cannot find its fullest use in 
benefiting mankind; and another is that 
it takes all methods to get the best method. 
There is no patent right in the introduction 
of the kingdom of heaven on earth. 

ood ways are good, but some ways. are 
Cotaar ‘This book should have a wide 
reading among the young missionaries in 
China, of whom there are very many, and 
it will be useful in libraries in the home 
lands. The recent multiplication of books 
like this is a healthy sign of a wider and 
a more intel t interest in the wel- 
fare of manki ‘The illustrations of the 
book are excellent, especially the almost 
penking picture, of Dr. Nevius himself, 
We have noticed but one misprint, and 
that is self-evident to those who speak 
Chinese, and of no consequence to those 
who do not. 

We learn from the concluding paragraphs 
that Mrs. Nevius is preparing in Chineso 
an account of her husband, which cannot 
fail to do good. 











@Putports. 








AMOY. 


(rnost oun ows CORRESPONDENT.) 


THR WEATHER. 

We have been troubled for ‘more than 
two months with continual rain, and there 
is as yet no sign of any change. 

‘THE AMOY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
held their annual Show on Tuesday after- 
noon last under the most depressing con+ 


ditions. Heavy showers of rain with'mist 
created an atmosphere the very opposite of 
what is required at a Flower Show. Still 


those who ventured out were amply repaid 
by the excellence of the exhibits, for the 
most exacting of critics could not but admit 
that it was a credit to Amoy. Let us hope 
that next year we may be favoured with 
more suitable weather. “Everyone felt sorry 
that the transter of our genial Commissioner, 
‘Mr. Carrall, to Canton robbed us of the pre+ 
sence of himself aud his hospitable wife. 
‘MISSION WORK. 

‘am also enclosing some statistics of our 
mission work in this district, thinking that 
you may not object to print some of the 
items. The numbers will show you that 
all our labour is not so useless as some 
people are inclined to imagine. 

Statistics of the London Mission and.Pres- 
byterian Mission at work in the Amoy district 
of Fukien:— 

Item. 








Children baptised in i "89 
Total number baptised in 1805. 913 1,302 
Ordained native pastors nave 67” 39 
3 4 

38 

785 
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Money collected for pas- 








tors and preachers. ......$2,652.08 $3,422.00 | 

Money. collected for all ! 
other purposes ......--$2,165.41 $4,546.50 | 
19th April. 





CHEFOO. 


(esos o0R OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





A QUIET COMMUNITY. 
If the: adage’ anent the happiness of. 
nations without history applies equally 
tosmall communities, then truly’ ours has | 
been uncommonly blessed during the past 
few months, for. the placid current of our | 
life has flowed on without affording any 
incident worthy of reoord in your columns. 
A faint spasm of interest was’ excited in | 
certain circles by'the efforts of an energetic | 
reformer to effect.a transformation of the 
resent shareholders’ into a members’ Club; 
Eat alack fhe reckoned too little on the solid 
conservatism which prefers to leave well 
alone, The shareholders were willing, to a 
certain extent, but the inertia of the mem- 
bers was invincible. 
PROMPTITUDE AND PLUCK. 

LMS. Porpioise arrived here a few da; 

, from Fusan, and' thrilled us by the 
Mttion ofan event which speaks well for 
the discipline and pluck of her crew. All 
hands were at quarters one evening, when 
the good ship was steaming slowly against 
ahead sea, occasionally plunging heavily. 
A heavier plunge than usually buried the 
bowsprit, and with ita bluejacket whose duty 
had taken him for 2 moment to this perilous 
spot, deop below the surface; the heavy sea 
stept the forecastle, causing some confusion, 
and had riot the gallaat commander, who 
happened also to be temporarily officer of 
the watch, by fortune had his eye on 
the luckless: bluejacket, his absence from 
the emergent bowsprit might have escaped 
notice. The engines were promptly stop- 
peuand hardly had the pipe “man over- 

ard” been heard, ere the life-boat’s crew 
were in their places and the boat half low- 
ered, almost before the officer referred to 
had had time to decide whether he 

‘ive the order, to risk six lives for one, 

"he boat was no less smartly Jet go, when 
the order was given, the man pickéd up, 
‘and the boat again hooked on and hoisted, 
all concerned showing the greatest, coolness 
and presence of mind, though the boat's 
crew, bar the coxswain, were all young sea~ 
men der 21, “May each one of them get 
as prompt aid in any emergency which for- 
tane may have in’ store for them as they 
rendered their shipmate on this occasion ! 

A CALL FROM NEWCHWAN( 

Yesterday morning the Porpoise went 
out for torpedo practice, with several Che- 
foo people aboard; most of the day she was 
cruising about in sight: of the Settlement, 
‘until abcut'4 pm, when an urgent telegram 
from a Newchwang firm, acting for the 
absent Consul, was sent aboard. It was to 
the effect: that the. Chinese troops were mu- 
tinous and requesting assistance. Ina very 
short time the Porpoise’s head was turned 
northward, her officers expecting to cross 
the bar about 1 pan. next day. However, 
about 10 p.m. our Consul here received a 
second telegram from the same source, an- 
nouncing that the mutiny had been quelled, 
and no aid was necessary, s0 that our 
gallant friends will have had'a bootless trip. 

A MARRIAGE, 

echt uly item ofsocial newsis thereoently 

iebrated marriage o ular manager 
ofthe’ Chefoo Wine Co, to the young lady 
who has for some time been eonnected wit 
The Farm, the source of our milk, ice, 
strawberries, ete. ete. A marriage thus 
presided over by Bacchus and Ceres must 
surely be a happy one! may it indeed be 
50! 














28rd April. 





CHENGTU. 


(FROM OUR OWS CORRESPONDENT.) 





THREE MONTHS AGO 


this great city was busy entertaining 
the American Commissioners. In the official 
residences, in the shops, in the homes 
there was but one topic to be discussed— 
what would these foreigners do? Officials 
and people seemed willing to get’ down at 
their feet and confess their crime if only 
the foreigners would forgive. Four weeks 
preceding their arrival the city was full of 
co: flicting ‘reports. Chéngtu was to be 
invested by a foreign army. The wise 
listened to the voice of wisd-n which 5 
of old saying: ‘*When small rebellions 
arise, flee to the city, but when a 
is apparent fly to the mountains 
they gathered their families and’ precious 
things together and took up theit abode 
on the mountains. How many were wise 
report does not state.. The wise may be 
mistaken. There was no rebellion. The 
foreign army dwindled down to three 
peaceful Americans who. had come as re- 
presentatives of a little kingdom some- 
where off the coast of China, just where not 
one in 10,000 would be able to state. “It 
is remarkable,” says a Chinaman in con- 
versation, “how quickly all idle talk was 
stopped just before the Commissioners 
arrived. ‘Une week everybody talking, 
talking loudly and boldly, the next the 
officials said stop, and it stopped. One 
week every available wall used for placards 
the next you could look, but in vain, all 
Why? Because the officials were 
8 and said ‘enwugh, cease your 
ing,’ and they stopped, and wh-n they 

jere was a great calm.” It might 
nated the golden age for foreigners 
in Chéngtu. ‘Two important results imay 
follow the ‘isit of the commissioners, the 
first they have given prestige to the foreign 
style of wearing clothes. It is possible 
that before theie arrival many thought 
the foreigner who wore short clothes » 
coolie but now the great officials have been 
in the west and they wore short clothes 
hence. Tue second les+on is that even in 
remote’ parts of the empire the interests 
of f-reigners will be looked after by their 
respective governments. Which lesson will 
he remembered longer a little time is need- 
ed to say, but the indications are that both 
ill be forgotten all too soon, 

‘THE PRESENT. 

Already the golden age introduced by 
the arrival of the commissioners is passing 
away. A golden age 1s not expected to 
last long, especially when the vein of gold 
is superti “Nobody is: going to be 
panished," says tho wrtless: Chinaman, as 

e gazes over the way: where the new 
Dutldings are going up. Nobody is going 
to be punished, we will have another tarn at 
the wheel after atime. A few officials were 
degraded but they are going to have their 
authority restored, did not the commissioners 
as much as say sof” —"‘Are going,” says an- 
other ; “‘ have you not heard that they have 
alveady had theie buttons restored to them 
and are only waiting for a vacant office ?” 
‘Thus they are beginning to talk. Every 
concession to the guilty parties in the late 
riots is more proof to the Chinese mind 
that the foreigners are ‘what they have 
been represented to be, and that the present 





































is the result of fear rather than of love. 
We are now entering the silver period 
under full sail—and already we can hear a 
good deal of barking. Will they again 
bite? 

30th March. 





CHUNGKING. 
(FRow OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
ee, 
‘THE JAPANESE AND THE FRENCH. 
“Pm not one of those who can seo the 
cat in the dairy an’ wonder what she’s come 
after,” says one of George Bliot’s characters, 
and So when.one finds the Chinese assign~ 
ing the Japanese a concession far outside 
the city, on the other side of the great (and 
dangerous) river, and about'a mile lower 
down, it is impossible to resist the con- 
clusion that they do not inean the Japanese 
todo business here, any ‘more than when 
one finds the Japanese accepting it one! 





‘cam avoid ‘the conclusion that the common 


Chinese reports, to which I referred in 
a previous letter, have ‘some foundation 
viz, that the Japanese having looked 
at Chungking do not think much of it; and 
mean never to come back any more, but 
just accept a Concession anywhere to save 
face. At the same time there is a proverb : 
“He that has a head of wax should not 
walk in the sun,” and it may be. the 
Japanese have a head of wax in. Corea and 
the deferred indemnity, and-thus .do nob 
care to tarry in the interior of China. 
THE FRENCH MISSION AND ITS TREATMENT. 
‘The French Commission of Exploration 
aro anyway all here, now, and the Dele- 
gates from Lyons viewing Chungking from 
all points of view are we hope discovering 
many points ofresemblance. The party from 
‘Chéngtu personally conducted by M. Rocher, 
Consul de France, arrived a few days ago, 
and do, not report favourably of the con- 
dition of things in that city. Insults seem 





tion of the officials in ‘recognising them | Co; 


to have been their portion, and the popu- 
lation struck them as decidedly sullen and 
hostile. They were also requested to keop 
indoors for the first few days until the 
officials had had time to Tigers the people. 
and sesusont fale mics to the idea of so 
many foreiguers. ' This they very proper! 

declined to do, and showed a 
about everywhere they had a mind to go, 
At Tongchuan the mandarins went even 
further and on’ their arrival requested. 
them to leave the place at once, sayin, 

that if they did not the officials coul 
not be ‘answerable for the consequences 


M. Rocher seems to have replied that 
they would go away when they had com. 
pleted the business that had. brought 


them there, and somewhat plainly intimated 
to the officials that they would be held 
answerable for the consequences if any- 
thing Sgppened to any member of the 
par, ey do not complain of having 
the usual dirty missiles throws at 
them, indeed they complain of nothing 
and wiped out. any insults by one of their. 
party with ready French wit, each even- 
ing selecting one of the most objectionable 
of starers out of a crowd all objectionabl; 
staring, and marching up to him’boot brus! 
in‘hand with the peremptory order in un- 
faltering French: “Here you! brush my 
boots for me.” On which the man thus 
—— brushed the’ boots thus sub- 
mitted"to him, then fled terrified. But 
unfortunately he did not appreciate all the 
humiliation involved in brushing another 
man’s boots for him, say the Frenchmen 
laughingly, It must have been a most 
comic little incident at each evening’s inn- 
coming, an incident that would also always 
fain in therepetition. ‘They have traversed 
mut little of the ground the American 
mmission travelled, but the accounts 
received from Chéngti do not tend to show 
that the popiilace there has been greatly 


impressed. 
SUNDRY NOTES. 

The idea seems to be that the French 
must how have a concession alongside of 
the Japanese. And weare wondering what 
is the object of Mr. Brenan’s visit to this 
port, and what will be the outcome of it 


Chinese who left, Ichang only a few days 
before he did have al arrived here on 
the th although four days stopped by 
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snow, and also obliged to delay to join 
a larger company, because a caravan had 
recently been robbed en route. If the Eng- 
lish are also to’ remove to the other 
side of the river it is to be hoped 
steam launches may be allowed to run here 
so as to give foreigners some opportunity 
of conferring with Chinese merchants. Mr. 
Chinda and Mr. Narakara left this 
Port-on Easter Tuesday. having arrived on 
‘Ash Wednesday, their visit to Chungking 
being a purely Lenten one. ‘Woodruff| 
is also leaving this port after but a short 
time here as ‘Gomnninaor; Mr. Schjéth of 
Ichang replacing him. Our.cold’ and rainy 
weather has been somewhat’ inordinately 
prolonged this year up to 5th April, but the 
thermometer hes now gone up to 82 in the 
house, and the poppies have burst forth into 
ll fewer. a sod Madame Haas 
ato still:living in a boat at the Taiping gate, 
the usual refiige of strangers, but hoy 
‘hope they’ have secured a pied é. terre ti 
the French government builds a Consulate. 
7th April. 


‘THE JAPANESE CONCESSION. 
‘According to: Chinese the Japanese con- 
cession hns 800 fect of frontage, and’ is 500 
feet deep. It-has also not been definitely 
accepted ‘but: only subject to the ‘pproval 
‘of the Japanese Government. Perhaps 
after all a better site may eventually 
secured. On the present site they’ say 
thore ao 2,000 graves to bo removed. We 
are sorry to hear that Monsieur Mounier, 
the distinguished: French writer, scems to 
have got into a certain amount of trouble 
at the groat salt springs of Tseliuching. 
: FOOTBINDING. 

At th anti-foot binding meeting. the 
other’ day when those opppsed to binding 
ware asked to stand up all the men present 
but six ae a their feet, and 2 werent 
among the audience. began a s} inst 
binding. Since, then mandarin calling, 
taking up Pastor Kranz’-pamphlet lying on 
the table, said: “Ah, 1 have. the larger 
copy of this book with pictures, No, I was 
not at the meeting the other day, but my 
people were. As to unbinding, the el 
‘woindn._ can't, you, see their toes have drop- 

a. off But my little girl of six is not| 

aving her feet bound aay more. She 
screamed out so, directly she laid her head 
‘upon her pillow, I could not: bear to hear 
it, Besides she got no sléep.” He is a 
man of means, and made, no reference as to 
difficulty about marrying; her. 


any possible 
3th, April. 
‘MR. CONSUL BRENAN, 
the English Mission of Exploration in 
propria ‘persond, arrived yesterday, twonty- 
‘two, day’ out from Iching, having come 
gross, the «mountains to the south of the 
river by Lichuan, passing Shibnanfa in the 
distance, and.crossing the river at Chung- 
chou—one day quicker than. the ‘ill-fated 
Lenz, the bicyclist, did the same journey, 
travelling by the north bank of the river, 
Mr. Brenan had great cold at first, and 
only had ithot the last three days; "Here 
it became hot on the 7th, and by to-day the 
thermometer has got up to 91 in the house. 
Less than ia week ago we were sitting over 
a fire in thickest winter clothes. 
"THE. LYONS MISSION OF EXPLORATION 
consists of M. Emile Rocher, Consul do 
Franco; M. H. Brenier, the Secretary; Dr. 
Deblénne of the:French Navy; who are all 
on the General ‘Staff. ' Then to represent 
Lyons, itself there are -M. Métral and M. 
Antoine, just now returned toLuchou tostudy 
the ‘silk’industry there, also M. Sculfort, 
and M, Duclos,’ a civil engineer; whilst 
‘Marseilles is represented by M. Grosjean; 
Lille by, Me Vial; Roubaix by’ Me 
Waeles; Roaune by M. Riault; Bordeaux, 
last but not least, by M. Rabaud. Theso 
lemon are all twelve lodged in a 
Eighly ornamented but now. somewhat 
overcrowded house in the i Kai, 
the principal business street of Chungking, 


‘They have begun a series of weekly At 
Homes, cite was the concourse 
of Chinese to see their guests go away 
to-day. Besides the Mission three French- 
men came up with M. Hsas, the Consul; Mf. 
Baux, a Civil Engineer, M. Coffiney on his 
way to Tachienlu to establish a business 
there, and M: Laiderich of Vrard’s. These 
three so far remain in their boat. 


1th April. 





LINCHING—SHANTUNG. 
(FROM OUR OWN. CORRESPONDENT.) 


A DISCOVERY. 

It is said of the oldest resident in China 
that he is sure to find something new in the 
character, customs, or opinion of the people. 
‘Moreover, what: probably im most 
of all is that just when he settled down 
to the conviction that he could not be 
surprised by any statement, suddenly eome- 
thing happens right under his nose as 
it were, which shows him how limited was 
his vision, and that to’ every one of his 
rules there might be, and ‘probably were, 
scores of exceptions. Just such'a revelation 
has recently come to the writer. He has 
visited or heard of hundreds and thousands 
of Chinese villages and thought he knew 
nearly all the combinations of characters 
jn names of-places. But only a few 
days ago he heard of another com- 
bination such 23 put to flight all 
such hopes. And worse, the places men- 
tioned are within twenty miles of this city, 
where the writer has lived for a decade. 
Here. are-more than seventy villages with 
an appendix to their names. This appendix 
isa Shere.” Thus they 3 of Fechia 
Nali;” “Chouchia- Nali;” “Hanchia 
Nali;” and the like. The English reader 
will understand this nomenclature best by 
thinking of a Pottsville-There; Smithville- 
There, etc. Even by the Chinese, these 
names are regarded as a literary curiosity. 

: ‘CHARITIES. 
Itis pleasant to be able to report evidences 








Ho; | of a consideration for the poor among the 


Hicher clams, a Tionsa there ts So. 
ciety organised for the express eof 
iving Welle to the destitite, which: has 
Sistributed in one district to the north of 
us some Tis. 7,000 during the past 
winter; this sum is more than twice 
The amount. afforded by the government 
Another (Society, composed mostly if not 
‘wholly of official is giving aid to assist in 
building the dyke along the river and has 
sent up Tis, 3000 in addition to: what is 
given from Peking. 
HIGHWAYMEN 

are still the bane of these districts. 
‘Accounts of men who have been stop- 
ped. on the roads continue to come ts, 
While there are almost daily instances of 
vill: ‘being attacked, and men wounded or 
kill ‘Two robbers were captured a few 
days since, but only after a. desperate 
struggle in which two of the constables were 
severely wounded. It is expected that one 
of these will die, in which case the mandarin 
will give a coffin in addition to the promised 
Toward! ‘To the east some ten ‘miles, a 
nest of robbers has been broken up by 
cavalry from:Tungehangfu. Innocent and 
guilty were taken away, including many 
who will be enrolled as soldiers, the 
rors being reserved to suffer the death 


penalty. 
‘th April. 


Crasxe’s Wortp-rastep, Bioop Mixture. 
“The most searching Blood Cleanser that 
telenee and medics) akill have brought, to 
ight.” ° Sufferers from Scrofula,. Scurvy, 
Eezems, Rad ‘Legs, Skin and Blood! Diseance, 
Pimples, and Sores of any kind are solicited 
to give it a trial to test its value. ‘Thousands 
of wonderfal cures bave’béen effected by it. 











Sold everywhere at 2s. 9d. per bottle. Beware 
‘of worthless imitations and substitutes. 


f | cell. 


NANKING. 


(rRoa OUR OWN CORRESPONDEST.) 





THE RAILWAY. 

Orders have been issued to continue the 
malo through the city to the Tungtsi 
Gate where the railway station is to be 
erected. The country people along the 
line of the proposed railway are very much 
interested in the project and ask many 
curious questions which show that they 
have very Indicrous notions concerning the 
“dry road fire dragon.” In paying for 
the right. of ‘way through the farming 
districts the officials are giving but five 
dollars per mow for the best’ land and 
two dollars for the poorer, which does not 
seem just, since the land’is worth to ‘the 
owners from twelve to thirty dollars ‘per 
mow. 

THE NANKING MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 
met on Friday evening last at the home 
of the Rey. Mr. Newman, who read a 
review of Dr. A. J. Pierson’s New Acts 
of the Apostles. ‘The book is a history of 
modern missionary work which. it ‘pre- 
sents as similar in character and result 
to that recorded by St. Luke. Mr. New- 
man gave a very careful résumé of the 
book, justly awarding it very high praise 
for its striking style, its telling 
ment of facts, and its optimistic tono, “Ia 
the discussion}which followed some objec~ 
tion was made to the fact that the au 
presents only the brightest side of the 
picture. 

A LIVE GODDESS, 

We have areal, live pn-sah just outside 
the gates of Nanking, ahort distance below 
Hsiakuan, This at least is what the natives 
say. Your correspondent in company with a 
friend a few days ago visited the temple to 
interview the goddess, but were not very 
successful, Wo were assured that the re- 
port was indeed true, that a.period of five 
centuries having elapsed since her last 
appearance, the great Goddess of Mercy, 

‘wanyin, had once more become incarnate. 
But like 'the veiled prophet of Khorasan 
she keeps herself hidden from all vulgar 
eyes, having shut herself up in & doorloss 

We asked permission to talk with 
her without seeing her and thus investigate 
her claims to divinity, but this request 
too was denied. We wereadvised, however, 
to ura incense, prostrate ourselves, ax 
Bray to her, in which ease she would cone 

jescend to give an answer to our petitions, 
‘The woman, we learned from other sources, 
came some years ago from the North. She 
did not have a saintly reputation, but after 
the deathof her husband became a vegetarian 
and, as an informant said, soon alter was 
possessed of a devil. “Sho claimed to be 

‘wanyin, the goddess of mercy, and waa 
fastened up in a cell where it is claimed she 
has neither eaten’ nor anything: for 
nine years. Her attendants of course feed her 
secretly and make much gain by her sooth- 
saying. Barnum said: “People like to be 
fooled” ‘The Chinese seem to'be no excep- 
tion to the rule and imposture seems to pay 
well. ‘Two or three years ago the temple of 
Kivanyin was but a reed hut; now one large 
brick building is completed and others are 
in process of erection. 

27th April. 











NEWCHWANG. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


DEPARTURE OF THE ‘* RATTLER.” 

We have just bidden a tearful adieu to 
the gallant crew of H.M.S. Rattler. No 
doubt several touching little farewells 
were exchanged, bub I did ‘not witness 
them, they are too fraught with utter 





melancholy. As for the “gallant crew” 
referred to above I have a very strong idea 
that once outside the bar they had other 
things to think about ; a Northerly gale 


|wae in full swing -and my own: painful 
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experience has been that nothing kills 
romance more quickly than a good dose of 
mal tle mer. 

LIFE IN THE PORT. 

Speuking of Northerly gales—since the 
opening of the port we have had nothing 
else, avd business men for this and 
other reasons have had much to con- 
tend with. I would mention the “other 
reasons” were it not that from infancy I 
have had a powerful dislike to indulging 
in personalities, m-re especially when 
they involve those individuals who by 
virtue of position can (or ought to) never 
do wrong. I could preach au endless 
sermon. on the evils consequent on too 
close an adherence to the “letter,” ignor- 
ing the “spirit,” but refrain. T am nota 
missionary neither do I believe in trying 
to run another man’s business without a 
contract. for a percentage of the prophets, 
ofits T-mean. By the by, the port is 
Beginning to assume quite & guia nspect, 
owing to the arrival of some new members ; 
all the missionaries have come down for a 
conference, quite a large family party. 
should ke to add that the little cherub 
with the bow and arrows has again carried 
off the prize by securing two with one 
shot, . 











MR, HOSIE, 11.B.a.'S CONSUL, 
is leaving us for.a short time on a trip to 
the. Sanny South, in good time for the 
races, and summer too, if report is to be 
believed ; wonderful yarns of the extreme 
‘heat have already reached us. 








20th April. 
PEKING. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
eg Ye 


‘THE OFFICIAL WORLD. 

Tt is unlikely as stated Intely in your 
columns, that the Viceroy Chang Chih-tung 
is to go back to Nanking and that Vice 
Liu Kung-yi will be transferred to Tientsin. 
‘This is not at all likely. The metropolitan 
Viceroyship, it is rumoured, is being kept 
for ex-Vicetoy Li after his return from 
Europe. Viceroy Chang depleted the Nan- 
king exchequer and the present Viceroy is 
under the necessity of making a loan of seven 
million taels for the Soochow railway, 
threo millions of this amount being supplied 
in rails. and other railway material by 
Krupp. The Nanking Viceroy throws the 
entiro responsibility of the construction of| 
the railway and the borrowing of the neces- 
sary money upon the Wuchang Viceroy. 
‘The military expenses at Nanking, are it is 









said, to be paid from Peking. The Austrian | Th 


Minister has arrived for audience with 
Mr. Rosthora of the Customs as interpreter. 
‘The Minister is at the German Lega- 
tion, the Istter at the British In. 
‘Mr. Grant Duf is transferred to the Foreign 
Office, London, and a nephew of the late Mr. 
Grosvenor, First Secretary of Legation, is 
appointed to Peking. Mr. Hippisley of the 
Customs, Shanghai, joins the Inspectorate 
General’ and is expected to take cha 

while Sir Robert takes a short trip 
south for his health. A large number of, 
visitors are at_ present here staying in the 
hotel of Mr. Tallieu, The native-foreign 
hotel, belongs to the Chinaman well known 
here by the name of Ta-li, not Tallieu. The 
straw store of Tali lately burnt down is 
being re-built. It is contrary to the laws to 
store straw within the city walls. The fire- 
crackersso largely indulged in by theChinese | 
at-New Year and other reasons render col-| 
lection ofstraw very liable to confiagrations. | 
‘The great fire at’ the Board of Revenue 
4s still the subject of conversation. Over 
sighty compartments were burnt down, in- 
cluding one of the yery large halls’ A 
similar fire in the same Board in 
the 9th year of the reign of Hien Féng, and 
was followed the year after by the flight of 
the Emperor to Jehol. History, we hope, 
will not repeat ‘itself in this instance. 









Als mint will 


new store is. being built adj the 
United States Legation on the west side to 
be run by a late assistant in Kierulf’s 
store. This will make the third foreign 
store in the capital. e numbers of 
Chinese shops now sell foreign goods, 
such as kerosene lamps, etc, and at a 
e foreign stores. 
The entire Military Board with the 
exception of Weng Tunghho and Prince 
Kung are at the Eastern Tombs super- 
intending the repairs on the Empress. 
Dowagers mausoleum. It is remarkable, 
the amount of interest shown in this work. 
Prince Kung, who has been resting at the 
Tho Park for some time, resumed his official 
duties on the 9th: nothing can be done when 
he is on the sick list. Rumour has it that 
his relations with his colleagues Wéng and 
Chang are not of the most friendly character 
at present. The former's intimacy with the 
Emperor is also waning, it is said, doubtless 
through the influence of the Empress- 
Dowager. ‘There does not any loi 
‘appear to be any serious effort to rule the 
‘country by the Imperial family. The policy 
pursued by the Court at present appears to 
be the eat, drink, and be merry one. A 
strong hand is needed to take hold of the 
reins of power to coerce this people and 
government into more progressive ways. 
Gambling and play acting are not calculated 
todo much for the renovation of the Empire. 
Many complain of the removal of the 
Empress-Dowager at present to the Iho 
Park where the Court is held, peunatteg 
frequent visits by the Emperor and hig! 
officials and of course much waste of time. 


THE WEATHER 





the last few days and have again 
been had ‘recourse to. On Sunday the 
12th we had a considerable fall of snow 
and hail, and also some rain on the pre- 
vious evening. The Emperor and Prince 
Kung return from the Tho Park on the 14th. 
Work has been begun on the earthworks of 
the Mie Bie meg railway. Ifthe season 
is favourable the great bulk of the work 
will be completed this year. A valuable 
month was lost in the issuing of the tenders 
for the bridges, etc., by the interference of 
the French, who, a8 ly stated, claimed 
the exclusive right to construct railways in 
China. They were offered the contract for 
the bridges but declined, all or none being 
their motto. Railway enterprise in the 
‘south may have diverted attention from the 
no 
THE “MESSENGER'S” NEWS. 

The Messenger for April bas three dif- 
ferent notes on the Reform Association 
scattered through its notes and comments. 

ese ight have been profitably com- 
bined. Like all its contemporararies it 
seems to have been led astray about the 
Hankow railway. It contains a ye 


- curious note on Mr. von Brandt who, it 


says, has been appointed adviser to the 
Chinese Government on foreign affairs. He 
will be provided with a residence in Peking. 
“The Emperor has said to the Ministers 
that they ought to recommend for.employ- 
ment persons of ability who are acquainted 
with foreign affairs, Failing to obtain 
Chinese answering to this description, the 
Ministers -have recommended Mr.’ von 
Brandt who was for twelve years Minister 
for Germany.” As the late German 
Minister is now on his way to S| 

it might be well to ask His Excellency 
self ling this appointment. His in- 
formation is likely to be more trustworthy 
than the correspondence of irresponsible 
writers in the native Press from which 
these, among other inaccurate and unreliable 
statements, are apparently continually 
emanating. The period of the Minister's 
term of office at Peking wants investiga- 
tion. A note in the same Messenger re- 
garding currency is quite new to us in 
Peking. We have not heard that “gold, 
eat copper coins are to be minted 
in Peking. 1e necessary apparatus for 
be obtained from Shanghai, 








has become very ee during | ¥ 





The English sovereign is to be the model for 
gold coins, The provinces will each have 
its own mint, but Governors are at liberty 
to have coins made for them at the Wu- 
chang and Canton mints if they prefer it. 
Viceroy Liu at Nanking has already sent 
to Shanghai for the required machinery to 
supply the needs of his viceroyalty.” All 
this is most interesting, if true. We were 
not aware that matters had gone so far a8 
is here stated. There has been some talk 
but we did not know that it was anything 
else. 


‘THE NEW POSTAL SYSTEM. 
China is about to enter the Postal 
Union ; application has already been made 
through the TInspector-General. It is 
supposed that this arrangement will do 
away with the various local post offices 
at the ports. It is ‘not likely to 
pay for some years—not perhaps until the 
tailway system in adopted. It will be a 
difficult and ge expensive thing to get 
letters to the large numbers of China 
Toland missionaries who are scattered over 
the eighteen provinces, and if the Empire 
as a whole be embraced it will be still 
more difficult and expensive. ‘The courier 
service of the Board of War seems 
a very expeditious one. The officials all 
over the Empire must have their copies of 
the Peking Guzette. There are letter shops 
in all the large towns in China where letters 
and parcels are received and forwarded. 
‘The price is fixed by arrangement according 
to distance. ‘There is a sum paid to the for- 
warding shops and also to the receiving 
shops. The Inspector-General has been work- 
ing at this scheme for many years. A few 
‘ears ago correspondence Was entered into 
with the Hongkong Post Office about postal 
arrangements, but nothing came of it, ‘The 
1G. has sent in piles of information upon 
this subject with the result that the Tsungli 
Yamén memorialised the Throne in favour 
of a new Postal System for the empire under 
the care of the Customs. The Emperor issued 
an edict granting theprayerofthe Yaménwith 
the result as already stated that a request to 
be permitted to enter the Postal Union is on 
its way to Switzerland. The request will 
in all likelihood be granted. The I.G, has 
Jaid papers before the Chinese Government 
on otter subjects which are likely to result, 
in an increase of reveaue—a consummation 
80 much to be desired. The scheme is the 
LG.’s initiation. To him:the whole credit 
of the plan is to be awarded. Its initiation 
is ascribed in your columns of the 7th of 
ril to the memorial of a Censor who 
fated in strong terms on the lar 
revenues that, might be realised for the 
Imperial Exchequer by the establishment 
ofa postal system. ‘The Emperor thereupon 
commanded the Tsungli Yamén to report, 
which wasdone favourably with the sugges: 
tion that Sir Robert Hart be given the 
control. as is known here it was 
just the other way round about. The Chi- 
nese are most unwilling to give foreigners 
credit for the initiation of any scheme for 
the re-organisation of China, “A pretext in 
the memorial of a Censor, you may remember 
had to be adduced for the punishment of 
the Szechuen Viceroy.. It would be in- 
consistent with official etiquette to admit 
that it was the result of an ultimatum by 
the British Minister. And where suppose 
you did any Censor acquire such informa- 
tion? Moreover, it is not the office of the 
Censorate to originate new Jegislation but 
only to criticise memorials already presented 
to the Throne. The foreign Press in China 


must be on its guard against acceptin; 

without a grain of salt the reckless an 

frequently unreliable statements with which 

the native Press is surcharged. : 
oth April. 


A 
dil 
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SOOCHOW. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





‘THE FOREIGN CONCESSION. 
‘The place of commercial intercourse, 


3H F uh, is o strip of land two miles 


long and three-quarters of a mile wide, 
lying along the south side of Soochow. ‘The 
concession begins at the south-east corner 
of the city, but does not extend fully to the 
south-west corner, where the Pan gate 
pierces the wall.’ The space just outside 
of that gate, extending eastivards about 
half a mile’ to the west boundary of 
the concession, is filling up rapidly 
with native buildings erected along the 
old cobblestone paths five feet wide 
that are in China called streets. The 
Office of Commercial Affairs for the Soo- 


chow Prefecture, {Ay SHIA} PAYS 22 J, 


whose functions are partly commercial and 
rtly political, is here erecting large build- 
ings for the manufacture of silk and cotton. 


THE NEW ROAD. 


‘The Chinese Government is constructing 
aide bund along the north and east sides 
of the concession. ‘This street is not a road 
in the sense of a line of travel connectin, 
places together. It does not even exten 
tothe Pun gate. It runs along the canal, 
which is about a hundred feet wide, lying 
parallel with the south wall of the 
city. The east side of the concession 1s 
bounded by the grand canal, which runs 
almost due south ftom the south-east end 
of Soochow. ‘The concession is bounded 
on its four sides by canals, Those on 
the west and south are small, and hence 
it is not so, important to build the road 
alongside of them, ‘The work of construct- 
ing the new road is under the superiuten- 
dence of Chinese officers aided by an English- 
man, detached from the Chinese Customs 
service for this purpose, 

A LARGE SLICE 
of the concession is cut offon the east side 
to contain the Custom-house and police 
station, which will together require at least 
a dozen separate buildings to be constructed 
in foreign style in the near future. 
THE JAPANESE CONSUL. 

Mr. Arakawa represents the Japanese 
vernment at this port, He is the man who, 
with his family, was mobbed by the Chinese 
soldiers at Tientain last year, at the begin- 
ning of the war between China and Japan. 
He is living in a native house within the 
walls of the city, near the Man gate. The 
statement made in the columns of this paper 
that the site of the Japanese Consulate 
had been fixed was erroneous. There are 
no other consuls in Soochow except Mr. 
Arakawa. 

THE COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS. 

Mr. Montgomery, the Commissioner of 
Customs, has rented a large native house 
iu the south-east end of the city, within the 
walls, near the Foo gate. 

WEDDING BELLS. 

Dr. Fearn and Miss Anne Walter, M.D., 
both of the American Southern Methodist 
Episcopal Mission, were married in this city 
on Tuesday, April the 2tst, in the presence 
of the United States Consul-General, Mr. T. 
R, Jernigan. The ceremony was performed 
by the Rey. D. L. Anderson. 

POPULARITY OF MR. JERNIGAN. 

‘The Consul-General came up from 
Shanghai specially to attend the wedding 
ceremony. As this took two full days anc 
part of the third, his kindness was appre- 
ciated by the Americans in Soochow, who 
esteem him highly on account of his 
efficiency and readiness to assist in any 
way the citizens of the country which he 
so ably represents. 

22nd April. 
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WHAT THE RAIN MEANS. 

Since bron pero ‘thermometer, which 
then regis 90°, has fallen below 50°. 
‘This change has made fires during the past 
week a necessity. North-east winds kept 
the temperature low and were followed by 
the heaviest rains we have had here for 
eight months. These have continued with 
but short intervals for more than a week; 
they were succeded by several flashes of 
lightning and heavy thunder. Already 
there is a decidedly pleasant change in the 
appearance of Nature as well as in the 
countenances of farmers and tradesmen. 
Farmers rejoicing that rains have fallen 
gleefully exclaim, “Saved, saved from fam- 
ine!” We hopeso. Tradesmen are not less 
joyous, though less demonstrative. Trees 
and lens which hitherto were barren 
and dry are now arranging themselves in 
tinted leaf and new grass; while domestic 
animals now graze off the tender grass of 
the hill slopes and. ind in thecity. 
‘A welcome change for them. The rains 
have fallen too late to produce a wheat crop; 
but pea and bean crops will be materis 
increased and vegetables will fall in price. 
‘The long-continued drought had made fields 
too hard for working, but theabundant rains 
will enable the farmers to prepare their 
fields for rice planting. 

‘THE DROUGHT 

seems to have made no difference to the 
Buddhist temple situated on the top of a 
range of hills some tea miles from here. 
For the first three days ofthe third moon the 


ceaseless stream of human beings made the | by 


ascent, worshipped, and paid the presiding 
priests to draw charms for them from an 
um which et tees oe at Such 
ilgrimages enrich the priest, but they too 
Four becanse of bad rope, their income 
being materially decreased, 
OFFICIAL NEWS. 

The dismissed chiksien left the city four 
days since and the newly appointed one is 
now in the official residence. Our chief 
military magnate has been a long time 
absent ‘visiting the Viceroy; some begin to 
wonder what such a long absence may mean. 
Such of the camp as remain ‘enjoy the 
change, there being little for them to do, 
except lead, or rather let the steeds out to 

and occasionally serenade the neigh- 
ours with music such as Chinese pipes and 
drums can produce. 
‘THE TRIENNIAL EXAMINATIONS 
are due this year, The date is not yet 
fixed, but it will be the first examination 
the Literary Chancellor will take after the 
‘ution has gone. In former years the chifu 
as asked the missionary ladies to leave 
city for some days during the examinations. 
‘The chifu visited usa few days since and said 
he thought there would be no need tor the 
ladies to leave the city this year. The 
usual guards would be in the neighbourhood 
tokeep the students with their retainers 
in order, and he assured us there need be 
no fear of any disturbance. The rains have 
filled the river so traffic up and down 
river is easy and rapid, 
20th April. 








ROWLAND'S ODONTO—This bas been 
known for 60 years to be the best, purest, 
and most fragrant tooth powder. It whitens 
the teeth, prevents and arrests decay, 
strengthens the gums, and gives a pleasing 
fragrance to the breath.: Rowsaxn’s 
Macassak Ort preserves and benutifies 
the hair, and is the best brilliantine for 
ladies’ and children’s hair, as it is not too 
greasy or too drying. Alsosold ina golden 
coluur, Ask any chemist or perfumer for 








Rowland’s articles, of 20, Hatton Garden, 
London, 23 


TIENTSIN, 


(rnomt 4 Conzesroxpes.) 
piociaaarennicnis 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
have proved the most interesting items in 
the week’s news. Sir Claude and Lady 
MacDonald arrived in the Lieushing on 
Thursday and, by the courtesy of the 
Viceroy, came up from Torigku in a special 
train; a Customs launch brought the party 
down from the station to the jetty opposite 
the Consulate where « large number of Bri- 
tish residents had assembled; the town band 
was in attendance and contributed to the 
élat of the friendly and impromptu cere~ 
mony. Mr. Cousins, the Chairman, of the 
Municipal Council, was introduced, and a 
goodly number of residents presented. Our 
Visitors seemed to be favourably impressed 
with the heartiness of the proceedings. 
On Saturday the Minister received a de- 
putation from the Council on the question 
of settlement extension: His Excellenc; 

showed a keen interest in the matter and 
made himself topographically familiar with 
the case by more than one personal inspec- 
tion. We understand that the landrenters 
have his encouragement to go on with the 


'y | matter at once; and indeed at © meeting 


convened, for other purposes to-day. the 
subject of extension was broached; itis to 
be brought up for discussion at a special 
meeting next week, On Saturday His 
Excellency dined with his co-nationals 
in Gordon Hall, and deepened the 
very favourable impression previously 
created. ‘The proceedings were a replica in 
miniature of those already reported in 
Hongkong and Shanghai. Accompanied 

Ir. Jordan of the Legation, who had 
come down to meet him, Sir Claude and his 
wite left for Peking yesterday (Sunday) 
morning. Many of our residents did not 
fail to express the wish that we should see 
agreat deal more of him than we had of 
his predecesssors, and His Excellency gave 
sympathetic assent to the hint thus 
conveyed. 

Baron and Baroness yon Seckendorff left 
us last Tuesday on furlough, and were 
followed on Saturday last by Mr. and Mrs. 
Detring and family. These leave-takings 
were both the occasions of social demonstra 
tions, testifying both to personal regret and 
to high esteem. 

‘THE RIVER 

is worse than ever and shows no signs of 
improvement. In the Tientsin reach there 
was a depth of seven feet six yesterday and 
on dit that at the Maya's stera the silé is up 
to within a few inches of the surface. ‘The 
Taku Tug and Lighter Company are coping 
manfully with the situation. but the ex- 

tional shallowness is trying even their 

jendid resources; the Heron alone can ne- 











© | gotiate the difficulties, and even she only at 
iter. The 


the top of high w: USS, Monocacy 
was to have left us before now, but the 
vagaries of the Peiho have, happily for us, 
rendered her a cloee prisoner. 

“\EBR LICHT AND MAIR WATTER” 


are ‘the No. 2” questions of the hour; 
our French neighbours are very active just 
now in these two schemes of Municipal 
benevolence and are willing to carry their 
enterprise into the British settlement, pace 
the landrenters. Without in any’ way 
pretending to know the decisions of this 
august body, I. venture to affirm that 
if British Tientsin rises to the heights 
of electric lighting and  water-supply, 
it will not be under French auspices 
until others have a ‘fair show’ in 
the matter. Both of these questions 
were in an embryonic stage before our 
neighbours formulated their plans, and I 
think these prime movers will meet with 
due consideration at the landrenters’ hands. 
‘There is no conceivable doubt that if 
electricity gots an innings in the settle- 
ments the present exroompanys prosperity 
will be seriously threatened. ‘Though there 
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Jandrentersand residents, At the eame time 
it is widely felt that the interests of the gas 
company must not be allowed permanently 
to block the way in public improvements, 
especially as these interests are not in any 
sense vested. The way out of the dificulty 
will possibly be, to give the gas company 
The fist lead in the way of the new illumin- 
ant; indeed a resolution to this effect was 
passed to-day. ‘The present size of the port 
Brecludes either gas or water becoming a 
great immediate financial success; not a fen 
think that both would a have better chance if| 
undertaken by one company; obviously the 
€ ‘of directorate and European super- 
vision would be lessened; and with small 
capital these items just make the difference 
between good dividends and poor ones. 
Whatever scheme is adopted, it is almost 
certain to contain clauses giving the munici- 
pality the option after a fixed number of 
years of taking over the whole property. 
THE WEATHRR 
is again obtrusive; the spring rains are 
with us, bringing comfort to the farmer, 
snd discomfort to everybody else; to use a 
modern Scotticism, we are all iy 
‘ecolded?; and no wonder! One day Inst 
week the thermometer dropped27 degrees. 
20th April. 





NOTES FROM THE SOUTH. 
(PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
. > 


‘The past week has been barren of local 

news. 
sPonTs. 

‘Tennis is now almost the only game they 
play, the heat and damp having shorn our 
athletes of their vigour, The athletic 
sports are pretty nearly over, and the 
Gymkhanas are about to set in. The pro- 

‘amine of the first of the season, to be 

eld on the Sth proximo, has ly ap- 

red, Even the yachting will socn be 
inished and the boats hauled up at Kow- 
loon, Thee eleventh club race of the Royal 
Hongkong Yacht Club, which took place on 
the 12th instant, resulted in a win for 
the Meteor, with the Erica in second place. 
Polo will still remain, but it is the amuse- 

ment of a very few. 

‘THE VOLUNTEER INSPECTION. 

‘The annval inspection of the Hongkong 
‘Volunteer Corps was held on the 16th inst. 
by H.E. the Governor and H.E. Major- 
General Black, on the Garrison Parade 
Ground. Colonel The O'Gorman, D.A-A.G., 


Captain’ Sterling, .p.c. to the Governor, 
and. Captain 


weband, a.n.c. to the 
Genoral, “were in attendance. Major 
Pemberton, 2.8., was in command of 
the comps, the Field Battery being in 
charge of Captain McCalium, and Captain 
Adamson having charge of the Maxim Gun 
Corps; the former numbering fifty-three 
officers and men, and the latter, twenty- 
two, and there were fourteen signallers 
present. After going through a course of 
ficld manceuvring which occupied close 
upon an hour, the Corps returned to 
head-quartors, where they were addressed 
by the General, who complimented them 
upon their appearance and efficiency. ‘The 
General said in the olden days when 
Volunteers were inspected it was the 
fashion to lay on a great deal of butter, 
and to coax and pat the volunteers on the 
back—but the custom no longer existed 
of eating fish with sauce, and it would 
be a kind of insult to bespatter them 
with praise and pay them elaborate com- 
pliments. He believad in them 
when they had done well and when they 
had done badly. He had seen them at 
work two days on the hills and there was 
no doubt the work was done well. It was 
very hand work bringing the into 
position over such and uneven 
ground, and he thought it would have 
Been better if they had had coolies for 
their work, so that the men could have 





been fresh. The General lamented that 
the Corps was so small, but hoped they 
would all hold on, and not leave when they 
were ee ie Beas Dra pies a 

in nding to Sergeant Lowrie the 
Gaaliege ‘Cup won by the Sth detachment 
in the64-pounder competition, and a battery 
cup for himself. The gun stars were then 
presented to the other successful competi- 
tors and the ings closed. 

THE RIFLE DRIGADE SPORTS. 

The Rifle Brigade held. their annual 
athletic sports on the 13th instant in the 
‘Happy Valley, on a fine and fairly cool 
day, the sports having postponed 
from the previous week on account of the 
inclemency of the weather. There was 
‘a large attendance, including H. E. Sir 
William Robinson, The Brigade Band 
was in attendance, and an enjoyable after- 
noon was spent, there being many excel- 
lent athletes amongst those who competed. 
Admirable arrangements had been made 
by the officers for the comfort and refresh- 
ment of the guests. 

‘TRE PLAGUE, 

unfortunately, is still with us, and this 
week the cases have shown rather a ten- 
dency to increase. Somewhat over 500 
‘case have been reported up to now, and the 
‘greatest number in one day has been four- 
teen. So far the cases have, with two or 
three exceptions, been confined to Chinese. 
It isto be hoped that when the work of 
cleansing and whitewashing has proceeded 
bit further and a spell of hot dry weather 
sets in this dirt disease may depart. The 
task of convincing the Chinese that dirt 
engenders disease, and in this instance also 
means death, is still a difficult one though 
some of them are beginning to hanker after 
Jime-wash in very fear. 


THE CHAMBER OP COMMERCE AND THE 
SANITARY BOARD. 

In today's paper Mr. Whitehead, the 
unofficial member nominated by the 
Chamber, publishes some correspondence 
‘on the question of the re-constitution of the 
Sanitary Board. The Colonial Secretary 
hed addressed a letter to the Chamber 
asking if the views expressed by the late 
Chairman’(Mr. Keswick), and those given 
+4 Mr. McConachie, when representing the 
Chamber on the Legisltative Council, are 
still the opinions of the Chamber, or 
whether they are expressed by the divergent 
view held by Mr. Whitehead, the present 
member for the Chamber, and, if s0, asking 
the reasons for such change of opinion. 
‘The Chamber have either not yet answered 
this letter or else the reply has not been 
published. 

VICTORIA GAOL. 

Some further alterations are proceedin; 
in Victoria Gaol. The old narrow tower 
like structure standing close to the Superin- 
tendent’s quarters, and which was devoted 
to the use of the debtors, has been pulled 
down and quarters for the matron are 
being et ‘on the site, and when this 
is completed the female prisoners will be 
moved into the ground floor of the Gaol 
building from the house in Wyndham Street 
now used as a temporary female prison. 
The new wing, which has been in use for 
some little time, is all devoted to separate 
cells except one portion of the ground floor 
which is fitted up as a workshop. The 
pressure on the old building no longer 
exists, and all the long-sentence prisoners 
are kept in separate cells. 

THE RECTIFICATION OF THE BOUNDARIES OF 
HONGKONG. 

I note that, although Sir Claude Mac- 
Donald quite agreed with the Chamber of 
Commerce as to the necessity for enlarging 
the area of this Colony, he was unable to 
hold out any very definite hopes of this 
eoncession being secured unless some quid 
|pro quo could be found therefor. I humbly 





venture to suggest that the Foreign Office 
hold the cards in their own » Not. 


only have they along unpaid overdue bill 
to be settled for outrages and murders not 
yet properly atoned for, but in the matter 
BF the bur State, the territory which 
China has, contrary to her covenant 
with Great Britain, ceded to France and 
thus laid herself open to a just demand 
for reparation, which certainly ought not 
to stop short of the opening of the West 
River and afiluents and the extension of 
the frontiers of this colony. 


+ NAVAL NEWS. 


ELMS. Swift left this port for Yokohama 
on the Lith inst. and: will proceed from 
there to Bering Sea, to be followed later 
on by the gunboat, Pigny. Both vessels 
will act as patrol boats during the seal 
fishery. After all it seems we shall not 
see the formidable Russian cruiser Rurik 
here at present, for latest accounts from 
Singapore are to the effect that this vessel 
and the Dmitri Donskoi were to leave that 
port on the 12th inst. direst for Nagasaki. 


NEW INDUSTRY AT HOIHOW. 


‘The exports from Hainan are neither 
Yery numerous nor very important, though 
the trade is groving: Pigs and fowls con- 
tinue to be the staple items, but others aro 
gradually developing, It is now stated 

the manufacture of albumen is-about 
to be commenced at Hoihow, the plant and 
machinery for the purpose having been 
ordered, » ‘The material for the manufacture 
is pretty abundant and labour is cheap, so 
the industry ought to be successful. 


ANOTHER VENTURE FOR WUCHOU. 


Thear that Mr. F, W. Watts, a commis- 
sion agent of this port, following the ex- 
ample of Mr. John Andrew, is about to 
take a cargo of goods up to Wuchou under 
transit pass. Mr. Watts may perhaps have 
assured himself of success, but I fear he is 
likely to encounter the same difficulties 
that confronted Mr. Andrew, and in his 
place I should have preferred to wait until 
all doubt on the subject of his reception is 
set at rest. 

FAMINE IN. KUANGSI. 


4, Inmine is reported to be now raging 
in Kuangsi, and the people are compelled 
to eat the leaves and bark of trees, while 
some have been reduced to such straits as 
to sell their children to obtain food. ‘This 
ought to be an argument with the Chinese 
Government in favour of opening up the 
West River and its affluents to steam 
navigation and foreign trade. At the 
present time it is practically impossible to 
get rice conveyed to some of the famine- 
stricken districts in time to save people 
from starvation. Similarly there is no 
reserve of resources because there are no 
markets within reach for the sale of 
surplus produce. 

PROBABLE LOSS OF THE DANISH STEAMER 

Chom 


‘The steamer Activ, which went ashore on 
the 7th inst. near Cape Cami, in the 
Hainan Straits, is likely to become a total 
wreck, She left Pakhoi at 7.15 p.m. on 
the 6th inst. and went ashore during ‘a 
fog at 9.30 a.m. on the following day. ‘The 
water rushed into the forehold and engine 
room almost directly after striking; flooding 
both.- The captain lost no time in sending 
the passengers ashore, and the chief officer 
was despatched in one of the boats to 
Hoihow, 32 miles distant, for assistance. 
The agent at once despatched four junks to 
save passengers and cargo, but before they 
arrived, the captain had sent the latter in 
a passing junk to Hoihow. Part‘of the 
cargo, the treasure, and the mails have 
been’ saved. The mandarin at Hoihow 
sent some war junks to stand by the 
stranded steamer, which at latest advices 
seemed likely to ‘break up on the rocks, 
having three holes in her bottom, and the 
after hold full of water. 

















Hongkong, 18th April. 
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FOOCHOW NOTES. 

(From the Foochow Echo of the 18th inst.) 

‘The performance of Our Boys at the 
Frivolity Theatre on Thursday evening 
was a grand success. We have no 
hesitation in saying that the ladies and 
gentlemen who made their appearance on 
the stage for the first time in Foochow on 
this occasion are a distinct acquisition to 
theF. A. M. & D. 8. 

The figures of the London Tea Brokers’ 
Association for the nine months ending 
29th February show, that while there has 
been an incrense in the deliveries of all 
kinds of tea of 9 million Ibs. the deliveries 
of China tea have fallen off upwards of 
2} millions Tbs. as compared with the cor- 
esponding months'last season. 

the rainy weather which commenced 
towards the end of January has with 
occasional short intermissions continued up 
to the present time, and all the surround- 
ing plains are now under water. It has 
been rather too much for some of the mud 
walls which may be seen in a state of 
collapse in all directions. 

Tt is estimated that the value of the 
funds sent up country for the purchase 
of the new season’s tea is twenty lakhs of 
dollars. Included in this estimate is the 
value of the opium, lead, and piece-goods 
taken up by the teamen. The total is 
about the same as last year. 

‘We believe that the teamen have gone 
away well advised as to prospects, and 
with the depressing accounts of markets 
in London, Australia, North America, 
and Canada it. certainly behoves them 
to be cautious about the prices they pay. 
‘They must be prepared for a lower scale to 
rule here, for assuredly foreign buyers 
cannot afford to run the risk of repeating 
their purchases at last season’s rates. 








Peking Guzettes. 





ABSIRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 
—_—_ 
Specially translated for the North-China 
Herald. 


‘7th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Lo Wén-chin is appointed Taotai of 
the Shantung section of the Grand Canal. 

@) Tan Chi-hsiin, Governor of Hupeh 
‘and acting Viceroy of the Hukuang pro 
vinces, complains of the tardiness. of the 
family of oto Lu Yu-ch‘ing (deceased), in 

ying to the provincial government of 
Hiupeh the large eums that the said de- 
ceased official owed in connection with the 
land taxes and tribute rice while he held the 
‘seals of the sub-profecture of Hsingchou, 
Hupeh, and the said Governor declares 
that unless drastic measures are permitted 
he fears that the direct heirs of the 
deceased sub-prefect will continue to 
dolay paying the debts of their parent, etc. 
‘As this is plainly contempt for the con- 
stituted suthorities on the part of the Lu 
family, we hereby command the said 
Governor to order the instant arrest 
of the responsible parties, who are to 
he" held in durance until every portion 
of the, debt be paid back to the pro- 
vincial exchequer of Hupeh. Investiga- 
tion must also be made as to what pro- 
perty belongs to the heirs of Lu Yu-ch‘ing 
in Hupeh province, especially at Wuchang 
and Hsingchou where the deceased hel 
office, and the property is to be con- 
fiscated to the government in payment of 
the debt. We further command this decree 
to be forwarded to Chao Shu-jao, Governor 
‘of Kiangsu, the native province of the Lu 
family, and he is commanded to make both 
secret and open enquiries as to the amount 
of Janded and other property held by them 
there, Thisis also to be seized and sold, 
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‘if necessary, to make up the debt in ques- 
tion. In this way only can the provincial 
exchequer be protected. 

(3) The Captain-General of the Manchu 
Blue Banner denounces Ying Hsien, a 
Colonel in the said Banner who also holds| 
a civil office in the same organisation, for 
incapacity in the performance of his duties 
and for using official power for the purpose 
of self-aggrandisement, ete. During the 
monthly receipt of Banner rice from the 
granaries the accused had also been found 
guilty of issuing false statements in order to 
Procure supplies of grain to which he had no. 
title, and is further charged with keeping 
no restraint upon the conduct of his son, a 
Teutenant of Guards, named Chung Chita, 
who has been accused of giving and accept- 
ing bribes in connection with vacancies in 
the said Banner. We now command that the 
said Colonel be forthwith handed over to the 
Board for the determination of the severest 
penalties and his son is also to be handed 
over for adequate penalties in order that. 
a restriction may be placed on such un- 
usual actions and as a warning of heavier’ 

uunishment in the future if the accused 

lo not change their present conduct. As 
for the colleagues of the said Ying Hsien, 
namely, the Colonel Fu Ch‘ang, the 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hui Yung, and the 
Supervising Secrataries, Yung Chin and Jui 
Fu, who should have discovered the ill 
conduct of the accused when drawing rice 
from the granaries, they have been guilty of 
*“Jacicof circumspection.” Theyaretherefore 
also to be handed over to the Board for the 
determination of penalties, the severity of 
which is to be in relation to the seriousness 
of their several faults. 


8th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ma-shih-pa-t‘u-'sh, Chamberlain and 
Minister of the Presence, prays that he 
may be permitted to resign his post owin: 
to the seriousness of his maladies whic! 
have not been cured, although granted 80 
long a leave of absence, His prayer is 
granted and he is hereby allowed to retire 
Into private life to attend to his sickness. 

(2) The acting Governor of Peking reports 
that the poor refuge named Chih Shan- 
tang in the western city of the metropolis 
is on the point of exhausting the rice for- 
merly granted to the institution, owing to 
the great influx during the winter of famine 
refugees who have flocked to the place for 
cover and food, and thereby greatly in- 
creased the expenditure of grain usually 
dispensed during the ordinary winter 
months. The said Governor therefore 
prays that an extra grant be given to this 
charitable institution to assist the gentry 
in the work of providing food and shelter 
to the famine sufferers, etc. As a mark of 
extra Imperial bounty we hereby command 
that another grant of 400 of millet) 
be distributed to the refuge from the 
granaries, since the extraordinary grant of 
300 shih given on a previous occasion is 
found insufficient to carry the institution 
through the present winter and early! 
i The Board of Revenue 
inisters in charge of the Im- 
perial granaries are to take note thereof. 

(8) Fu Jiin, Governor of Anhui, sends 
us a list of oficials under him whom he| 
denounces on various grounds. He charges 
‘Tso Chia-sheb, expectant deputy depart- 
ment magistrate of Anhui, with having’ 
demanded presents from the yamén clerks 
permanent staff while acting district 
magistrate of Tingyaanhsien, which con- 
duet is contrary to the dignity and honesty 
demanded from such a Tesponslbte post. 
‘Chang Ta-chih, an expectantdeputy depart- 
mania te of the 3rd class, has Teen 
described as a man of mediocre ability 
who seems to delight in the society of 
market brokers: Chang T'ang, an ex- 





















































pectant magistrate, has been charged with 
carrying favour with his superiors in a 
shameless manner insomuch that his 
conduct had given rise to much adverse 





comment ; Han Chang-sze, acting magi 
trate of Féngt‘aiheien, and Yoo Yen, 
expectant police magistrate, have been 
charged with accepting and trying certain 
cases the seriousness of which lies beyond 
their province and therefore are accused of 
exceeding their powers ; Wang Chieb-shib, 
acting gaol-warden of Yingshanhsien, has 
been accused of allowing his subordinates 
undue license, resulting in their squeezing 
the people and otherwise creating distur- 
bances, and finally Chou Kuang-lu, a 
supernumerary expectant oificial of ‘the 
lowest grade, has been accused of manufac- 
turing false stories, thereby causing trouble 
amongst those around him. All the 
officials named abore aro to be cashiered 
and dismissed, the object being to clear the 
official ranks of Anhui of unworthy men. 

(4) The Court of Sacrificial Worship ro- 
ports the vacancy of a Vice-Presidentship 
in their Court and prays that one be ap- 

inted. ‘Tséng Kuang-han, Earl of Weiyi, 
Urrandson of tho late feng’ Kuo-chuan) is 
therefore appointed to the vacant post. 

(®) The Captain.General of Gendarmerio 
reports the capture by his men of six 
desperadoes, members of a gang of bandits, 
who were arrested for the crime of murder- 
ing the head of a family whom they had 
robbed, and carrying away a quantity of 
valuables, ete., as booty. Let the crimi- 








1 nals be handed, at once, to the Board of 


Punishments for trial and punishment. 

(6) The Board of Civil Appointments 
and of War are commanded to look over 
the list of deserving ofticers and men 
presented by the Captain-General of Gen- 
dar.erie for promotion, and report on the 
same at an early date. 

(2) Fudiin, Governor of Anhui, denounces 
the following military officers under bim :— 
Men Hsio-chih, a Captain of the Anhui 
disciplined Brigade, for lax discipline and 
keoping his men under no control ; Fun; 
Sing-ko, a lieutenant in the left battalion o} 
the Governor’s-Brigade, and Wang Sheng- 
shou, «lance corporal in the right battalion 
of the same Brigade. These two havo 
been charged with constantly breaking tho 
regulations of their several battalions and 
with acting in a rowdy manner. All of 
the accused officers above named are to bo 
forthwith cashiered as a warning to others. 


‘9th February. 
WUEFIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lei Yii-ch‘an is appointed Brigadior- 
General of the Hsiichou (south bank of 
the Yellow River) Cirouit of Kiangsu. 

(2) On the 8th instant in accordance 
with a memorial purporting to have been 
handed in by the Captain and Lioutenant- 
General of the Blue’ Manchu Banner, we 
ordered a Colonel of the said Banner, 
named Ying Hsien, to be handed to the 
Board for the determination of the severest 

enalties, he having been accused of per- 
Forming his duties in on irregular manuer, 
thereby perpetrating several: frauds upon 
the government granaties, etc. His 
colleagues and the civil members of the 
Banner were also turned over to the Board 
on the charge of oversight and for having 
exercised no supervision over the conduct 
of those around them, ete. We have now 
received a memorial from Prince I-Mu, tho 
Captain-General of the said Banner, and 
his colleagues, declaring that they never 
presented any’ memorial to the Throne on 
the day in question nor have they any 
complaints to make against Ying Hien. 
‘And hence the-first named memorial was a 
fraudulent one, some persons unknown at 
present having had the audacity to forge 
the names to the paper in question, ete. 
‘The memorialists therefore pray that strict 
commands be issued for the discovery of 
the forgers in order that they may be 
punished according. to law. We are very 
much surprised at such a dénowement, and 
that there are persons here who have the 
exceeding boldness snd inimitable audacity 
to forge the names of Ministers of State 























and other Peking officials and put them on 
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documents destined for our eyes shows a 
pretty state of things within the environ- 
ment of the Forbidden Precincts. We 
therefore command the Minister of the 
Presence to investigate the matter at once 
and find out what officers were on duty as 
memorial transmitters on the day in ques- 
tion, and also who was the particular officer 
who received the forgrd document. 
Further, whether the said document had 
attached to it the official seals of the said 
Banner or not. Having made the above 
enquiries the said Ministers are to report 
tous at once. ‘The Captain-General and 
his colleagues conermed in this matter are 
also commanded to use every effort to find 
‘out the perpetrators of the forgery in order 
that the matter may be exposed in its 
minutest details, and the criminals be 
‘brought to punishment. Let ao one show 
any Jaggardness in obeying our commands, 
thereby permitting the guilty ones to 
escape the meshes.of the law. 
(Note. The lawin China en; 
mary execution of the perpetr: 
forgery like the above. ‘The male children 
of the guilty ones will also probably be 
turned into eunuchs, while the females will 
+ be sold into slavery. Forgery like th 
punished as severely as in a case of high 
treason or rebellion.—Translator.] 


10th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE 

With respect to our edict yesterday 
commanding the Ministers of the Presence 
to investigate the case of forgery in con- 
nection with a denunciatory memorial pu: 
porting to have been written by the Captai 

eneral of the Manchu Blue Banner 
charging a Colonel named Ying Hsien with 
various demranours, etc, a preliminary 
report by the said Ministers is now be- 
fore us. They state that upon enquiry 
they find that the officer on duty on 
the 8th instant at the Palace as tran 
mitter of memorials and who received 
the forged memorial was Féng Sheng-pu. 
‘This oftcer declares that the document in 
question was placed in a firmly-sealed 
Official cover, and, although having no 
official seal of the Blue Bapner Captain- 
General had the words, ‘Seal stamped on 
memorial in accordance with etiquete” 
written on the cover where official seals are 
usually stamped. This being the period 
of the usual Tout holidays, at the end of 
the Chinese year, when tie official seals of 
every yaméniv the Empiteare placed within 
their respective seal boxes and not taken out 
until the end of the new year holidays, the 
ofticer in question (Feng Sheng-pu) thought 
that a declaration like the above on an 
official envelope was sufficient compliance 
with Palace aud otticial etiquette. Hence, 
suspecting nothing unusual in the manner of 
presenting the memorial he received it with 
‘4 number of other covered memorials (come 
officially stamped and others with similar 
written declarations on them) and when 
his Majesty entered the Grand Council 
Chamber handed them up in the usual 
way. We, ‘however, consider the said 
officor tobe guilty of gross oversight 
and carelessness. As a matter of fact, the 
custom in Peking whenever the legal 
holidays are. in force, and the official seals 
are laid by and not used for the usual 
thirty days (20th day 12th moon to the 
19th’ day of the 1st moon of th~ succeeding 
year), the waméns in possession of official 
keale generally stamp a fewofficialenvelopes 
to provide for emergencies when memorials 
have to be presented to the Throne during 
the holidays. ‘These stamped envelopes 
moreover, have the character wit written on 
them in order to denote that “preparation 
had been made in advance.” Hence, for 
the officer in charge of the transmission of 
memorials to depend simply on declarations 
like the one nated is certainly a case of 
carelessness and oversight which must not 
be permitted to pass by without censure. 
Féng Sheng-pu is therefore handed to the 
Board for the determination of an adequate 




















penalty and we now, once more, impress 
upon the officers of the Blue Manchu 
Banner to use every effort in trying to 
detect the perpetrators of the forgery in 
order that the guilty ones may be brought 
to condign punishment and the majesty of 
the law be vindicated. 














Meetings. 








HE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


‘At a meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Tuesday, the 2lst of April, 
1896, at 4 o'clock p.m. 

Present:—Messrs. J. L. Scott, (Chairman), 
©. Beurmann, D. Brand, J. S. Fearon, 
W. D. Little, A. P. MacEwen, J. H. 
McMichael, D. M. Moses, and theSecretary, 

‘The Summons calling the meeting is taken 
as read. 

The Minutes of last meeting are read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is sub- 
mitted, and cheques for sundry accounts 
are signed. 

Return of Prisoners apprehended and 
police daily reports for the past week are 
submitted. 

Volunteers —Appointment of Sterqeons.— 
‘The following letter is read and ordered 
to be published :— 

Shanghai, 18th April, 1896, 
—I have the honotir to inform you that 
les who obtained leave of ubsence for 
1 trip to Europe last year has returned and is 
prepared to resume his duties. 

T have to recommend that he he reappointed 
with the rank of Surgeou Cxptain, and I bave 
also to recommend that the same rank viz, 
Surgeon Captain, be granted to Dr. Laleaca, 

Thive henour to be, 
ry 
Your obedient servant, 
G. Jastes Morrisox, 
Major Commanding 8.V.0. 
J. L. Scorn, 


rman of Council. 
Decided to agree to this. ‘The commis 
sions are then signed and ordered to be 
forwarded. 
Volunteers—German Company. —The 
following letter is read and ordered to be 
published 





Su 

















Shanghai, 20th April, 1896, 
Sm,—I bave the honour to inform yon 
that Captain Heyn of the German Company 
proposes to leave Shanghai for Europe by 
the Sachsen and desires to have leave of 
absence with permission to retain his rank. 
I recommend that this should be granted, 
Captain Heyn to resign his commission 
immediately on his return. 

Lieut. Haupt, who is at present on leave 
on the same terms, desires to resiga his 
commission as he is not likely to return to 
‘Shanghai for a long time. 

At a meeting of the German Company, 

Rohde was unanimously. elect 
‘and he has since passed av 
examination in a knowledge of the Settle- 
ment. As regards military knowledge he is, 
of course, fully qualified for the post and I 
recommend that © commission be issued to 
im. 














Thave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
ae Jaws Monasox, 
jor Commanding .V. 
JL Soorr, Beas” = 

‘Chairman of Council. 

Decided to reply granting Captain Heyn 
the leave applied for with permission to 
retain his rank, and to write thanking him 
for the valuable services he has rendered to 
the Corps,and for the high state of efficiency 
maintained by the German Company whilst 
under his command. Lieutenant Haupt’s 














resignation is accepted, and it is decided to 
confirm Lieutenant Robde’s election and to 





grant him the commission as recommended, 
hich is then signed, and ordered to be 
forwarded. 


Volunteers—Resignation of Commandant — 
‘The following correspondence is submitted 
and ordered to be published. 

Shanghai, 20th April, 1896, 

S1m,—I have the honour to inform you 
that I propose to leave Shanghai on the 2nd 
of May for a trip to Europe, and as my 
absence will extend over more than three 
s I must resign my position as com- 
manding officer of the Corps. 

I have respectfully to request that in 
accordance with the regulations governing 
such matters you will allow me _to retain my 
raok during my absence, bat I need hardly 
say that on my return it will be impossible 
for me to rejoin the Corps in any capacity 
whatever. 

T have to thank both past and present 
Councils for the confidence they have placed 
in me during my command, avd for the 
readiness they bave invariably shown to agree 
to any suggestions I have made, and it is not 
without feelings of regret that I now sever 
my connection with them and with the Corps. 

Thave the honour to be, 
ir, 
Your obedient servant, 
G. Jawes Monnisos 
Major Commanding, 8.V.C. 
J. L. Scorr, Esq., 
Chairman of Council, 












‘Municipal Council, 
‘Shanghai, 22nd April, 1896, 

Sm,—I am in receipt of your lettor of 20th 
inst., informing me that you propose leaving 
for Europe on the 2nd prox., and that as you 
will be ubsent for more than three months, 
you must resign your position as Commanding 
Officer of the Corps, you also state that on 
your return it will not be possible for you to 
rejoin. 

In reply I beg, on behalf of the Council, to 
say that they accept your resigoation with 
very much regret, and they take this oppor- 
tunity of expressing to you their appreciation 
of the benetit which the Corps has derived 
from being under your command, and their 
thanks for all the time and trouble which 
you have given towards the maintenance of 
its efficiency. 

It gives them much pleasure to accede to 
your request that you retain your rank 
during your absen 

a 




















Major G. J..Morrtsox, 
Commanding, 8.V.C. 

Additional Latrines—Letter from the 
Sanitary Inspector is read pointing out that 
two public latrines are required in West 
Hongkew, inthe neighbourhood of theNorth 
Chekiang Road, asa number of objectionable 
native latrines, and night soil pits, have ro- 
cently been remaved from this part of the 
Settlement, and adding that there will be 
no difficulty in getting suitable sites for 
them in that neighbourhood. 

‘Decided to approve of the latrines being 
constructed, and Mr. Cameron is toarrange 
with the Engineer about the sites. 

State of Roads in Settlement.—A pplication 
from the Sanitary Inspector is read, to 
be allowed to employ 26 cvolies for brush- 
ing and scraping the roads, as this number 
will be required if the work is to be done 
daily ; and it will be necessary to employ 
an Indian to look after them. Later on 
should it be found that men are no longer 
required, they could all be discharged. 

Decided to agree to this arrangement. 

The Meeting then adjourned. 





The following reports are submitted, 
and ordered to be published with the 
foregoing Minutes :— 

Police.—Return of apprehensions, ete., 
made by the Municipal Police during the 
week ending the 25th of April, 1896. 
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+ Offeuces, No, ot appre- 
iteusions 

Breach of Municipal Regulations 28 
Cruelty to animals 1 
Catting and woundi 1 
Fraud .. 2 
Furious riding or driving 12 
Gambling .... . 1 
Larceny from dwellings, ete... 30 
Miscellaneous cases 360 
"Riesha Licenses'suspenied 607 

a vy _ confiscated 33 
Wheelbarrow Licenses suspended. .... 101 





Handcart ” 
Beggars, hawkers aud ragpi 





‘Total number of persons coming under 
the notice of Police ... 

Chinese dead bodies found in streeta, 

Stray dogs captured 








P. McEves, 
Captain Superintendent. 

Cattle in Native Dairies.—Retnrn of 
animals kept at the native dairies for the 
week en the 27th of April 





ls sont to country 









or 
mn 
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During the past week the native Dairies 
have been regularly visited, and the cattle 
kept at them were inspected and found to be 
in good health and free from diseases. 

‘Since my last report, 14 oxen, 19 buffaloes, 
and 6 poni 
shops ab Pah: 

J. B. Camenos, 
Sanitary Inspector. 





‘Holloway’s “Pills.—This cooling Medicine 
has, the happiest effect when the blood is 
overheated and a tendency to inflammatory 
action is set up in the system ; one Pill taken 
shortly before dinner does away with the 
indigestion, fulness, and flatulency—indica- 
tions of a weak stomach or disordered liver. 
A few Pills taken at bedtimeactasalteratives 
andaperients; they not only relieve the bowels 
butregulate every organ connected with them, 
‘overcome all acrid humours, and encourage & 
free supply of ull the secretions essential to 
‘our well-being. Holloway’s Pills thorougbly 
cleanse and perfectly regulate the circulation, 
and beget a feeling of comfort in hot climates 
and bigh temperatures, which is most desirable 
for preservation of health. 31 





were disposed of at the grease: | £3 
in-joh. 


THE NORTH-CHINA INSURANCE 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 

‘The fourth ordinary general meeting of 
the shareholders in this company was held 
at the offices, Hankow Road, on Tuesday 
afternoon. Mr. E. H. Lavers (Chairman) 

resided, and there were present, Messrs. 

. Brand, E. Davis, H.R. Hearn, C. J. 





E. J. Hogg, C. M. Dyce, F. Souter, 
F. Gove, H. Sylva, W. Lamond, jr.) 
H, A. J. Macray, Count A. Butler, “H. 
‘Adams, and W. H.’ Anderson, 

The notice convening the meeting having 


'2 | been read by the Secretary, 


The Chairman said—Gentlemen, the! 
Directors’ report and statement of accounts | 
for the year 1895 have been before you for 
some time past, and the formality of read- 
them will, as usual, be dispensed with 

The report is a very full one, and the ac- 
counts are so clear and simple that they call 
for little, if any, explanation. ‘They show 
that at the close of the first triennial period 
since its reconstruction, the company is in 
a sound and satisfactory position. Our 
investments, which were depressed in 
connection with the financial crisis in Aus- 
tralia, have now more than recovered their 
inal values, and the sum of Tis. 10,756 
which was set aside from profits to meet 
the depression, being no longer required 
for that purpose, has been returned to the 
Working Account, in which is also included 
‘a profit of Tis. 12,384 on London invest- 
ments sold during the past year. Further, 
there is a substantial appreciation in the 
existing securities, amounting upon a 
moderate estimate to Tis. 25,000 in 
excess of the values now placed upon 
them in the balance sheet, and to share- 
holders with a knowledge of local affairs, 
it is hacdly necessary to say that our 
property in Shanghai, which is stated 
separately, is very moderately valued 
among our assets. ‘These are grounds 
upon which the position of the com- 
pany may be regarded as satisfactory, 
and the Directors would also have been 





7] glad to have been able to lay before the 


Shareholders an equally favourable account 
of the past year’s working. The income 
of the eompany exceeds thot of the pre: 
vious year by Tis. 183,000, but one-third 
of this increase is due to’ the difference 
(between 3s. 4d. and 3s. Od.) in the book 
rates of exchange for the years 1894 and 
1895, and on the other side of the Working 
Account, the ‘sterling losses and cl 

are similarly affected; the apparent in- 
crease in the London expenses is due en- 
tirely to exchange, the sterling amount for 
1895 being really £300 less than for 1894, 
The underwriting result is disappointing, 
not through any specially heavy individual 
losses, but owing to an unusually large 
number of minor casualties, tho claims 
upon which have mounted up in the aggre- 
‘te, and it was only on the eve of the 
issue of the report that telegraphic advice 
reached us of our largest loss, by a 
vessel homeward bound from Calcutta, which 
compelled the Directors to reduce the 
contributors’ bonus to 10 per cent in- 
stead of 15 per cent, which it had been 
formally decided to recommend. It is to 
be hoped that our experience of the past 
year may prove exceptional and that’ at 
next gent meeting there will be better 
results to lay before the shareholders. The 
first business of the meeting is to pass the 
report and accounts, but before putting 
the formal resolution to that effect, am 

questions you may have to submit T shall 
de glad to reply tos far as I may be able 
to do so. 

‘Mr. B, J. Hogg said he presumed the 
sterling investments stood at what they 
cost, and the Tis. 12,000 odd appreciation 
was on the investments realised. 

‘The Chairman said that was so. 

‘Mr. Hogg said that of course they knew 





their property in Shanghai was worth con- 


Holliday, "W. D. Little, A. McLeod, J. | Di 
Welch (Directors), A. Ross (Secretary), | 


siderably more than it stood at in the ac- 
counts, and he desired to know whether the 
Board had arrived at any idea of its value 
in the light of sales which had taken piace 
in the immediate vicinity. He also enquired 
the value of the London property. 

Mr. D. Brand said the value of the 
London property could only be ascortained 
| by paying for it, the expense of which the 

jirectors had not thought fit to incur. 

Mr. Hogg said it was expressly in view 
‘of an offer that he asked the value of the 
hanghai property. 

‘The Chairman replied with regard to 
the value of the Shanghai property, that 
it had received the consideration of the 
Directors and when the question was under 
discussion the Directors’ idea was the pro- 
pets was worth about Tis, 160,000. He 
egged to propose.— 

That the Report and Accounts as now 
presented, be adopted and passed. 

Mr. H. R. Hearn seconded. 

‘The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Proposed by the Chairman, and seconded 
by Mr. A. McLeod, it was agreed. 

‘That the following distribution of profits for 
the year 1895 be now declared :—Interest at 
the ‘rate of 10 per cent upon the paid-up 
capital, payable in Shanghai at the exchange 
of 3s. O3d. per tael ; a bonus of 10 per cent on 
contributory premia, 

‘The third resolution was proposed by the 
Chairman, seconded by Mr. D, Brand, and 
adopted— 

‘That the Directors. be and are hereby 
authorised to ctose up the Accounts of the 
‘Year 1895 as soon as they find it expedient to 
do so, and that the balance of profit (if any) 
be applied in such manner as the Court of 
Directors may deem conducive to the interests 
of the Company, 


Mr. C. M. Dyce proposed, Mr. E. J. 

logg seconded, and it was agreed— 

‘That Messrs Brand, Davis, Hearn, Holliday, 
Lavers, McLeod, and Welch, be elected Direc: 
tors of the Company for the ensuing year, and 
that their remuneration be Tis. 6,000. 

Mr. H. Sylva proposed and Mr. F. Souter 
seconded — 

‘That Messrs. White and Bell be re-elected 
auditors of the Company for the ensuing year, 

Carried. 

‘The proceedings then terminated. 


























Amusement 


MR. CROMPTON’S ORGAN 
RECITAL. 


gs 

‘Some considerable time has elapsed since 
the last of these popular performances, and 
as, Oliver Twist-like, the public is always 
ready for more, there was a lange gather- 
ing on Thursday to listen to the attractive 
Programme prepired for them, 

1e opening piece, a Sonate Pascale by 
Lemmens, was noticeable chiefly for its 
length, and for a few very charming 
passages which it contains. Mr. Fleet 
followed with the air, “ My soul is athirst 
for God,” Gaul, which he sang with 
admirable purity’ and taste, being ‘accom 
panied most effectively by Mr. Crompton 
in whose hands under such circumstances 
the organ develops into full orchestra, 

‘Two soft movements, with airs for reeds 
and pedals respectively, having been played, 
the congregation was charmed with the 
next number, a duet for violin and organ, 
the latter being at times perhaps a trifle 
overpowering. “The Andante Religioso was 
a very fine performance, in all respects 
worthy of the reputation which the pre- 
vious appearances of the fair performer 
have won for her. 

‘The nest organ piece, Marche Funébre et 
Chant Seraphique, Guilmant,. was some- 
what marred by the persistent ciphering of 
one of the keys, This. having. ‘been’ put 
right Mr. Fleet sang his second solo, 
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’’Power and Love,” Gounod, in quite as 

admirable a manner as that in the earlier 
art of the programme. 

B A fantaga on themes from Athalie 
brought the performance to a close. 

Tt is some years now since the organ had 
the benefit of a thorough overhaul at the 
hands of a professional organ builder, and 
it would be well if the powers that be took 
the first opportunity to give it another. 
Various indications show to the practised 
car that the money would not be thrown 
away. 





HE WILLARD OPERA 
COMPANY. 





Ax Anrist’s MopEL. 
Cast. 






“+ Mounteastle. 
B. Arnold. 





‘ord. | Charles Appleby 










Earl of ead. " 
Algernon St, Alban ... 5, F. Courtenay. 
Smoggins 3) Alfred James. 
Apthor J, Mopphy. 
Tames Cripps ; John F. Sheridan, 





There was a much better house on 
‘Thursday evening (23rd) when the above 
musical comedy was given by the Willard 
Troupe, though they have not yet been a 
corded the support they deserve, by a great 
deal. An Artist's Model is:disappointing as a 
comedy, as it has next to no plot, and could 
just as well be played under another title and 
‘with an entirely different cast of characters, 
and one can only wonder how it ever took in 
London. Those who acted in the piece on 
‘Thursday are, of course, in no way res- 
mais for its defects of construction. 

ey one and all made the best of 
their opportunities, and in business, 
singing, and dancing kept the interest 
of the audience engaged throughout the 
evening. Mr. John F. Sheridan was very 
comical ‘as James, Cripps, and caused “a 

eat deal of laughter by’ his appearance 

the second act in a nondescript Scotch 
dress which included a very short kilt. 
Miss Gracie Whiteford as Daisy Vane had 
splendid opportunity for variety business, 
and looked very ceptirating in her boy’s 
dress. Her duet with Mr. Sheridan, ‘The 
Spider and the Fly,” was a great hit, and 


had to be repeated, and she quite took the 
house with her 


ly song,‘ Jim— jam, 

such a girl I am.” “Miss Vera Patey was 
also very successful with her songs, and 
made the part of Adale very attractive, 
and Miss Amy Childs ‘acted, sang, and 
danced well as Lady Barbara. Mr. James 
ax Smoggins had a good character part of 
which he made the very most, but Messrs. 
Courtenay and Schubert had to content 
thomselves with very colourless characters, 
though they did good work with the music 
. of the parts, while Mr. Lowe had one of 
his favourite chances as Lord Thamesmead. 





















Daxpy Dick Wurrrrsctox. 
Cast. 












Lady Fitewarren ......Mr. John F. Sheridan, 
Sir Achilles Fitzwarren ,, ‘A, J. Lowe. 
Captain Fairfaz, R.N. , Charles Schubert. 
‘Larry O’Brannagan i nay. 
Koko Gaga. » James. 
‘Anguste iss C. Thurnam, 
Head Groom «. Mr. P, Symes. 

Phra Maha. i 





Alice 
Lola 









Tue New Barmar. 
Cast. 
ir. John F, Sheridan. 





William White 









Susan hs. 
Capt. Lovebury. Charles Schubert. 

Song Ki parle’ Rochalale. Lieut. Bradley A. J. Lowe. 

es ee > Jariee Patterson. | Colonel Clamore 3 Alfred James. 

Chante. Bares v Arthur Barde. | Bertie White. * 3) F. Courtenay. 

Dick Whittington... Miss Gracie Whiteford. | Be °. HL Symes. 

Itis astonishing that this burlesque should », Garland, 
haveattractodso smallanaudience, on Friday | PO sii is Gracie etter 
night, for it has a very book, written | Brenda Smith =e DBooth, 
by Mr. G. R. Sims, and numerous pretty | Ti) : 3). K. Dougias. 
songs, while the music, by Ivan Caryl, is 2" Br Carlgle. 
very tuneful. Tt was played with plenty ” 2? 0. Thumam. 
of spirit, Mr. Sheridan being admirable in 23) Bella Irwin, 
the part of Lady Fitzwarren, in which he + 33 F: Josephs. 
made such a success in London last year, 33 Mounteastle, 
and Miss Gracie Whiteford being a delight- 23) B. Arnold, 
ful little Dick Whittington, and singing » Vera Patey. 


most acceptably. Mr. F. Courtenay was 
very good asthe. Irish acrobat Larry 
O'Brannagan, and Miss Amy Childsdelighted 
the house by her singing and acting as 
Alice, one of her songs, “Said a Maiden 
to her Mirror,” being twice encored. Mr. 
Schubert must be congratulated on his 
appearance and his singing in the part of 
Captain Fairfax, 2.x. 


‘Tue Suor Grat. 











Cast. 
Mr. John F. Sheridan, 














Sir George Appleby . 
Col. Singleton ‘A. Smythe. 
Count St. Vaurien ... ,, Charles Schubert. 










Amy Childs. 












Lady Appleby L. Booth. 
Faith R. Williams, 
Hope + 9 Bella Irwin, 
Charity vB, Josephs 
Eva Tudor 1 B. Arnold. 


Lillie Smith y» C. Thurnam, 
‘Ada Harrison. 1» Mounteastle. 
‘Ada Smith .. 1» Vera Paty. 

The success of the Shop Girl, which 


drew a a audience to the Lyceum on 
Saturday, does not depend on the plot 
which might not exist at all, for that matter, 
but on the amusingness of the characters, 
the songs, and the dances. It went very 
well, the cast being a good one, and there 
being no bad in it. Throughout it 
was capitally played, as far as the resources 
of the company allow, strengthened by the 
addition of one of our best known amateurs, 
who sang a capital song as John Brown, 
Mr. Sheridan was, of course, good all 
through, and his “great military” musical 
duet and scena” with Miss Whiteford 
brought down the house. Amoi 
Miss Whiteford’s ‘ Louisiana 
Patey’s ‘I’m one of the girls,” and her 
laughing song, and Mr. Sheridan's ‘‘Some- 
thing to play with,” must be specially 
noticod. 

On the occasion of the second representa- 
tion, on Monday, Mr. Sheridan was, as he 
always is, good throughout, and his song, 
“She wanted something toplay with,” issure 
to bosome the popular sir of the moment. 


and Mr. J. 
millionaire. Of the ladies, Miss Vera Patey 
as Ada Smith deserves special mention ; she 
put her whole heart into her performance, 
which was consistently excellent ; her difi- 
cult laughing song (originally written, if we 
remember rightly, for Miss Alice Atherton) 
was rendered with the utmost verve and 
was deservedly encored. Miss Gracie 
Whiteford looked bewitching as Bessie, 
the shop girl, and acted with -her usual 
animation. The rest of the cast all worked 
hard to make the piece the success it 
undoubtedly was, and it is a pity that such 

















a scanty audience should have been present. 
to witness it. 


fr. Hooly was also good, | 
‘Mann looked every inch aj 


There was a fairly large audience at the 
Lyceum on Tuesday evening, but it was 
not neatly so large as the performance 
deserved. The New Barmaid is more of a 
play and less of a variety show than some 
of the pieces given by the Willard Com- 
pany, and was accordingly the more enjoy- 
able, the acting being on a good level 
throughout. Mz. Sheridan was funny as 
the old head waiter at a Club of which 
his younger brother is a member, and was 
still more funny as the returned capitalist 
from the Cape at a garden party at which 
the younger brother is now reduced to being 
& waiter. It is difficult to say whether 
there was more amusement in his local 
jokes, his bits of mock pathos, or his songs. 

Mir. Charles Schubert hada part that 
suited him admirably in Captain Love 
bury, and his sentimental songs and duets 
with’ Miss Patey were greatly enjoyed. 
Mr. Courtenay was the worthless younger 
brother, Bertie White. Miss,Vera Patey 
had_a more serious part than usual as the 
good new barmaid, and acquitted her- 
self excellently well, while Miss L. Booth 
ts tho bad old barmaid who is dooretly 
married to Mr. Sheridan, showed unexpeot- 
ed power. Miss Gracie’ Whiteford had a 
very congenial part as Dora, the Indy 
journalist, and hor songs and dances were 
given with plenty of spirit and the youthful 
winsomeness which is an inseparable char- 
acteristic of this young Indy’s acting. Miss 
Amy Childs sang very well; in fact, the 
singing throughout was decidedly above 
the average. Miss Mounteastle gave. in 
the second’ act a very graceful skirt 
dance. The piece was very prettily put on 
the stage, and only wanted larger choruses. 


Two Lovey Brack-Evep Susax. 
Doctor Jim-ason, after- 
















Mr. John F. Sheridan, 





»» EB. Courtenay, 
3 Charles Schubert. 
A.J. Lowe. 
J. Robinson. 
es. 
Gnatbrain ... iss L, th. 
Black-Eyed Gracie Whiteford. 
Dame Hatley.. Alfred James. 
Dolly Miss Amy Childs. 
Lillie 1» Motinteast! 
Tottie 3B. Amold. 
Nellie } Bella Irwin, 
Fannie 3 ©. Thurnam, 
Carrie . 3 E, Josephs, 
William 3» Vera Patey. 


This amusing burlesque was played on 
Wednesday to a very scanty audience, who, 
however, made up in some degree for their 
small numbers by the enthusiasm with 
which they received the numerous sallies 
of humour with which the piece abounds. 
‘Modern burlesques, as a rule, are not notice- 
able for much in the way of plot, and this 
one is no exception, indeed it might be said 
to havenone at all for that matter. But 
little plot or no plot the piece ‘serves 
to fill’ pleasant evening and that after 
all is the raison d’étre of a burlesque. 
Mr. J. F. Sheridan was of course amus- 





ing as Capt. Crosstree, and his get-up in 
his first act was excessively comic. Mr. 
Alfred James as Dame Hatley had perhaps 
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most of the fun of the piece, and he profit- 


ed by his opportunities. Mr. F. Courtenay 
and Mr. C. Schubert imade the most of 
small parts. Miss Vera Patey as William was 


a fascinating “principal boy” and her sing- 
ing of ‘Linger Longer, Sue” was vocifer- 
ously encored, the chorus being taken up by 
the “gods” with much enthusiasm. Miss 
Whiteford, as Black-Eyed Susan, looked 
charming, ‘and sang and danced’ delight- 
fully. ‘The other ladies’ parts were ade- 
gpiely filled, and Miss B. Arnold and Miss 

. Mounteastle deserve special mention for 
their nautical hornpipe. Another lady 
who should not be overlooked was Miss 
L. Booth, not so much as account of her 
acting, seeing that she had nothing to say, 
as her appearance. The scenery was not 
good, and in two scenes a rag with nothing 
whatever on it was made to serve, but 
goodness knows what it was supposed to 
represent. 

The Trip to Chicago was repeated Inst 
night, and to-night the ‘great double bill” 
is to be given. For to-morrow. In Town 
is underlined, with Mr, Willard as Captain 
Coddington and Miss ‘Vera Patey as Lord 
Clanside. 








FOOTBALL NOTES. 

With the warm weather which came s0 
suddenly upon us a week or two ago all 
thoughts of any further football were 
dismissed for the season and attention 
was turned to the prospects of coming 
cricket. When, however, the. Alacrity 
arrived here last Saturday, it was found that 
with the help of the Daphne aud Spartan 
a very representative ‘“footer” team could 
be got together and, with the usual 
promptitude which characterises Britain's 
navy, the Club was challenged, about 15 
minutes after ‘the Alacrity was made fast 
to her buoy, to a game of football under 
Rugby Union Rules. Nothing loth, the 
secretary accepted the challenge " and 
managed to get tagether « very good Club 
team, ‘The match was played on Thursday, 
Kick-off at © pan in Beautiful wenther 
before quite a large number of spectators, 
who seemed to thoroughly enjoy the game. 
And a very good gamo it was foo, pethaps 
the best the €lub has played this season ; 
the sides.could not have been better match- 
ed; the result, a draw, two tries each, fairly 
indicates the’ general nature of the play 
which at all times was most even. fot 
having. the opportunity of getting down a 
few notes at the time it would be uceless for 
me to try and give the details of the game, 
suftice it to. say that each side got a try in 
the first half and this was exactly repeated 
in the second half, Shanghai's second try 
being only seoured’ one minute before the 
call of ‘no side.” 

‘The Naval men behind the “scrum” 
played a capital game. ‘They played three 
three-quarters ‘to the: Club's four but in 
spite of this frequently got clear. In 

fay and Greenfield they possessed 
most useful pair, their passing being 
most judicious and well-timed. Shel- 
ford, at half, worked like a Trojan as he 
always does ; this, I think, is his fourth 
match against the Club. Davies, at back, 
was very safe in tackling and'no doubt 
saved a'try more than once. ‘The Navy 
forwards though energetic ‘enough did not 
play as good & game as the Shanghai for- 
wards, whom I have never seen play 
better. Cox, at half, watched Shelford 
like the proverbial cat and played a dashing 
gamie. “throtighout. ‘The three-quarters 

* would have been better if they had more 
condition. Hunt and Tyack played well 
but Cooper was perhaps the pick, an 
his try was’ the result of a most ex- 
cellené bit of combined running and 
dribbling," Mann at back would have im- 
proved his play if he had sat down less, 
but this was aeommon falling, the’ wet 
clover ‘beirig ‘very slippery: ‘expect 
will be the last miateh of the season: 
‘Learner. 





Gorrespondence. 








A GROWL FROM NEWCHWANG. 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Carva Datty News. 


Sir,—Chancing to be in one of our many 
luxurious palaces of refreshment the other 
evening, just in order to exchange ideas, 
I overheard the following remark made by 
‘one of the older residents of the Port— 
“So the Commissioner has stopped General 
Discharges.” Being of a naturally inqui- 
sitive nature I enquired of the said O. R. 
what he was talking about and received a 
reply which rather pained me by its abrupt- 
ness, it amounted to “mind your own 
business,” though expressed in ‘somewhat 
less refined language. I have, however, since 
discovered this to be the important item of 
intelligence so unkindly refused me: 

It seems that early in the season a fairly 
large amount of Import cargo was brought 
by the first steamers, nothing out of the 
way as compared with former years, but 
still too much apparently for the ‘head 
or hends of the Gustoms to conveniently 

le with. fore speaking thus 
Sealtively T have taken care to be quite 
sure of my facts, and the above is only one 
of two reasons (the other will appear later) 
that I can assign for the steps next taken 
by the aforementionod official, ie. the 
withdrawal of General Discharge permits, 
in other words the detention of steamers 
hitherto accustomed to discharge into 
lighters and from lighters to godowns, or 
from alongside wharf, by which withdrawal 
one steamer has so far (goodness knows 
how many may be) been put to serious in- 
convenience. ‘The whole affair may be 
summed up as follows. 
wuse consignees have not passed 
the goods received per previous steamers 
within the stipulated time, therefore 
steamers of the same companies arriving 
afterwards are to be caused detention (only 
allowed to discharge on Bill of Lading) 
until these consignees have passed their 
cargo. In fact the subject of my song has 
adopted the schoolmaster's tactics—‘ All 
ou boys stop in this afternoon until I 
Rear who breke that pane of glass" 
forgetting, however, that instead of punish- 
inj guilty with the innocent, he is 
punishing the innocent solely, while the 











consignees to blame laugh up their sleeves 
and the unfortunate steamer owners bear 
the brunt. Let us look at it from a 


miathemstical point of view; instead of being 
four days, say five, in port, the steamer 
remains fifteen, as she is almost bound to 
do on the above system ; ten days at $300 
per day for demurrage is $3,000, In the old 
lays of high rates for it this 
feasible, at the present time itis absurd 
to imagine the possibility of continuing 
business under these conditions, 
Tt seems strange that no other Commis- 
sioner of Customs has ever had to resort, 
even in the face of greater complications, 
to this expedient, and the only conclusion 
to come to is that our Commissioner either 
finds difficulty in dealing with the situa- 
tion on the lines adopted by his prede- 
cessors, or that this gentleman does not 
consider it worth his while to assist the 
merchants of the port. EveryCommissioner 
of Customs, more especially, I shoald ima- 
gine, in a small port, ‘ost, unlimit 
power in this respect, and it speaks 
volumes for the efficiency displayed by 
these gentlemen when we reflect how sel- 
dom instances of the kind just mentioned 
crop up; here, however, we have, in my 
humble opinion, a case in which the said 









wer has been used otherwise than for the 
Rictitating of business, and if T may be 
allowed to. relieve my feelings by a, bad 
joke, it-is high time the matter should. be 
“Happerly” .settled. 


“Merchants in Newchwang are, Tam glad | Dry 


‘o be able to state, fortunate in one respect 


ited }and taken below 


at any rate, and that is the capable manage- 
ment of Mr. J, Armour, Harbour Master, 
and the outdoor staff under him; I doubt 
very much whether this department could 
be improved on. A little common sense, 
coupled with absolute fairness and con- 
sideration for the difficulties with which 
merchants are confronted in their dealings 
with the exasperating celestial, is all thit 
is required to form the chief characteristics 


| of the ideal Commissioner, and surely this 


is not too much to ask. 

Itrust the merchants of Newchwang are 
possessed of philosophic temperaments, 
though Tam afraid philosophy only works 
theoretically. Autres temps autres mons 
they may well exclaim when valuable time 
is lost by having to transact businessthrough 
the medium of unnecessarily obstructive, 
instead of the ordinary common-sense, in- 
dividuals. 

Tam, ete., 
Is Vio Versras. 

‘Newchwang, 19th Apri 








Miscellaneous. 


‘TERRIBLE COLLISON AT 
WOOSUNG. 


Loss oF 300 Lives. 


A terrible collision occurred yesterday 
morning at Woosung. ‘The Onico, Capt. 
Slessar, left Shanghai with about 350 native 
passengers for the River ports at about 
La.m., and crossed the bar at about 2.30. 
When off Pheasant Point the Newehwang, 
Capt. Hards, was sighted a little on the 
starboard bow. Shortly after the two vessels « 
collided, the Nevochwang striking the Ontco 
on the port bow and cutting into her to a 
distance of about ten feet. The Onwy» filled 
and sank within ten minutes of the collision 
and_now lies with her head down stream 
in 8 fathoms of water, a short distance 
below the signal station and well over to 
the Woosung bank of the river. There was a 
strong flood tide running at the time of the 
accident and the unfortunate vessel drifted 
a considerable distance up stream before she 
sank. The U.S. flagship Olympin at once 
got her boats into the water and picked up 
several of the native passengers while a 
number of men were sent down on to some 
pontoons which were alongside the ship 
and saved many of the passengers as they 
were swept past by the tide. ‘The scene 
is described -by those on board the 
Olympia as fearful in the extreme. 

After the collision the two ships remained 
alongside of each other for a short time 
exchanging enquiries as to. the extent of 
the damage, during which time some eight 
ornine Chinese managed to get on board the 
Newehwang. When the vessels separated 
the Merchsoong was beached a little below 
Pheasant Point, where she was completely 
high and dry at low water yesterday. She 
has a large hole in her starboard bow, 
extending down to the-sixfoot mark. 
Mr. Cooper, the second officer, was on the 
bridge with the captain and pilot at the 
time of the. collision and to 
keep himself afloat by means of a boat's 
rudder until he found himself alongside of 
the Olympia, when a rope was thrown 
to him and he was hauled on board 
to .the sick bay 
but declined to be put to bed, saying 
that he must return at once to Shang- 
hai, A carriage was placed at his dis- 
posal by the officers and he returned 
to town. The 2nd engineer, Mr. Small, 
was saved by the crew of the Olymj 
When rescued he was almost com- 
pletely exhausted. The survivors were 


























treated with the utmost.kindness by the 
whole ship's company of the. Olympic, 
everything possible being done for them. 

clothing, and in some cases money, 
was given to them and they were sent up 
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to Shanghai in the tug Samson, It is quite 
impossible to say with certainty how many 
were on board the ill-fated vessel at the 
time but there were probably about 350 
passengers besides the crew, of whom 75 
were saved, making the total loss of life 
about 300.’ The Olympia’s people state 
that some boatmen were busily engaged in 
searching such of the hodies as came to the 
surface, afterwards throwing them back in 
the water. The body of the chief officer, 
Mr. E. Keats, was found shortly before 
noon und brought up to Shanghai in the 
Samson. 

Upto yesterday afternoon about 70 bodies 
had been recovered, but none of the 
foreigners, with the exception of the chief 
officer, among them, 

The Onwo was a screw steamer of 797 
tons register, built in Dumbarton by Messrs. 
Denny and Co. in 1869 and then named 
the Priko, but owing to same trouble with 
the native shippers in Tientsin, in con- 
nection with a collision in the Peiho, ex- 
tensive alterations were made, including 
the addition of a mizen-mast, and her name 
was changed to Tuln, a piece of harmless 
deception which was never discovered by 
the Chinese in Tientsin, She was known 
by this name until April of last, year, 
when she was converted into a river boat 
and named the Qutco. 

‘The names of the foreigners drowned 
are :—Captain J. Slessar, master ; Messrs. 
E, Keats, chief oficer ; R. Scott, pilot; G. 
Davidson, chief engineer ; and J. Allen, 3rd 
engineer. Captain Slessar, who only joined 
the Ono on Wednesday, leaves a widow, 
and Mr. Davidson a widow and two young 
children. 




















THE PARTITION OF INDO-CHINA. 
Sarge 
Declaration between Great Britain and 

France with regard to Siam and the 

Upper Mekong," Signed at London, 

January 15, 1896. 

“Tho undersigned, duly authorised by 
their respective Governments, have signed 
the following declaration :— 

“«J.—The Governments of Groat Britain 
and France. engage to one another that 
neither of them will, without the consent 
of the other, in any case, or under any 
pretext, advance their armed forces into 
the region which is comprised in the basins 
of the Petcha Bouri, Meiklong, Menam, 
and Bang Pa Kong (Petriou) Rivers and 
their respective tributaries, together with 
the extent of coast from Muong Bang 
Tapan to Muong Pase, the basins of 
the rivers on which those two places 
are situated, and the basins of the other 
rivers, the estuaries of which are included 
in that coast ; and including also the terri- 
tory lying to the north of the basin of the 
Menam, and situated between the Anglo- 
Siamese frontier, the Mekong River, and 
the eastern watershed of the Me Ing. "They 
further engage not to acquire within this 
region any special privilege or advantage 
which shall not be enjoyed in common by, or 
equally open to, Great Britain and France, 
and their nationals and dependents. ‘These 
stipulations, however, shall not be inter- 
preted as detogating from the special clauses 
which, in virtue of the Treaty concluded 
on the 3rd October, 1893, between France 
and Siam, apply to a zone of 95 kilom. on 
the right bank of the Mekong and to the 
navigation of that river. 

“II. Nothing in the foregoing clause 
shall hinder any action on which the two 
Powers may agree, and which they shall 
think necessary in order to uphold the in- 
dependence of the Kingdom of Siam. But 
they engage not to enter into an; 
agreement permitti 






ly Separate | 
‘a third Power to take | 


ence of Great Britain and France. It is 
agreed that the nationals and dependents of 
each of the two countries shall not. exereise 
any jurisdiction or authority within the 
possessions or sphere of influence of the 
other. 

“The police of the islands in this part 
of the river which are separated from the 
British shore by a branch of the river shall, 
so long as they are thus separated, be 
entrusted to the French authorities. ‘The 
fishery shall be open to the inhabitants of 
both banks. 

“TV.—The two Governments agree that 
all commercial and other privileges and 
advantages conceded in the two Chinese 
Provinces of Yunnan and Szechuen either 
to Great Britain or France, in virtue of 
their respective Conventions with China 
of Ist March, 1894, Dy 
and all privileges and advantages of 
any nature which may in the future be 
conceded in these two Chinese provinces, 
either to Great Britain or France, shall, as 
far as rests with them, be extended and 
rendered common to both Powers and to 
their nationals and dependents, and they 
engage to use their influence and good 
offices with the Chinese Government for 
this purpose. 

“V,—The two Governments agree to 
name Commissioners delegated by each of 
them, who shall be charged to fix by 
mutual agreement, after examination’ of 
the titles produced on either side, the most 
equitable delimitations between the British 
and French possessions in the region 
situated to the west of the Lower Niger. 

“VL—In conformity with the stip 
tions of Articles XL of the Gener] 
Convention concluded between Great 
Britain and the Regency of Tunis on 
the 19h July, 1875, which provides for 
a revision of that Treaty tin order that 
the two contracting parties may have the 
opportunity of hereafter treating and 
agreeing upon such other arrangements as 
may tend still further to the improvement 
of their mutual intercourse and to the 
advancement of the interests of their 
respective people,’ the two Governments 
agree at once to commence negotiations for 
replacing the said General Convention by a 
new Convention, which shall correspond 
with the intentions proposed in the article 
above referred to. 

“Done at London, the 15th of January, 
1896. 























“(LS.) Sausevny. 
“(LS.) Aura pe Courcet.” 





E SUGAR INDUSTRY 
IN FORMOSA. 





(FROM OUR FORMOSA. CORRESPONDENT:) 
a. 


MARKET RELATIONS WITH THE FORMOSAN 
SUGAR TRADE. 

There are two sugar districts in South 
Formosa, namely Takow and Taiwanfu. 
‘Taiwanfa is the name of the Southern pre- 
fecture of Formosa as known to trade, 
the new officiat designation of Tainanfu 


| not yet having come into general use, Both 


in the Takow and Taiwanfu divisions 


| raw sugar is manufactured, this being the 
‘only description exported from Formosa. 


Takow sugar is an ordinary brown 
variety, that is to say, it is the raw, un- 
drained article, exported as it comes from 
the boiling pans. ‘The only modifications 
in quality Known to the trade are those 
either consequent on an excess of molasses 

.e. inversion, owing to deficiencies in 
the mode of manufacture), 
superfluity of moisture, due to atmospheric 


or on a 


any action from which they are bound by the | conditions, varying with the period of the 





present declaration themselves to abstain. 

“TIL. From the mouth of the Nam Huok 
northwards as far as the Chinese frontier 
the.thalweg of the Mekong shall form the 
Timit of the possessions or spheres of influ- 


lyear at ‘which the 


is . 
Technically speaking, and in spite of the 
numerous drawbacks which its crude method 
of preparation presents, so rich isthe quality 





of the cane, and so suitable the soil that. 








“Takow Brown” at any time, contains a 
proportion of crystallisable sugar which 
compares most satisfactorily with varieties 
produced elsewhere, and under much 
more favourable conditions. Looking 
at this sugar merely as a saccharine 
material, Western refineries would be 
glad to get it, bat by reason of its gross 
adulteration with coarse extraneous matter 
it is said not to be well adapted to the 
machinery in ordinary use, and this to some 
extent modifies the advantages its composi- 
tion would seem at first sight to offer. For 
this reason, and the fact that the average 
cost price in Formosa has been much above 
that which might tempt foreign buyers, an 
outlet through Western and American 
markets has been practically closed for 


several yeers. 
From the foregoing and certain local 
considerations, the “only two markets 


open for South Formosa sugars are 
fapan and North China. Now in both 
these places, the popular taste is much 
behind that which obtains in other parts 
of the world. It is, so to speak, at tho 
same low standard that prevailed in Europe 
in early times. The mass of the consumers 
do not care for, in fact will not have, refined 
sugar, or, what is the same thing other- 
wise expressed, crystallisable sugar, enti- 
rely deprived of its concomitant molasses, 
‘The Chinese taste in this respect, however, 
must be rated higher than that ot the 
Japanese, for although they both agree in 
rejecting “refined sugar,” still it cannot 
be doubted that in North China, at least, 
great numbers of the consumers, while 
adhering to the preference for sugar con- 
ng some molases, are not only willing, 
in many cases demand, that this latter 
reduced to the minimum compatible 
hy what is, in tradal language known as 
“raw,” as distinguished from “refined.” 
Hence North China, South Formosa 
r that has been considerably drained 
of its molasses by means of the rough method 
known as “claying” finds a ready market ; 
while in Japan there is nodemand whatever 
for it. The Japanese, on the other hand, 
advancing towards, but not reaching the 
Chinese standard, ask for a“ brown” sugar, 
as light in colour certainly as is compatible 
with that description, but absolutely re- 
fuse to touch any that has been drained 
even to the extent of bringing it up to 
the class known as “Taiwanfu White.” 
In other words, the Japanese, and, though 
toa lesser extent, also the Chinese palate, 
has not as yet been sufficiently educated to 
control its prejudice in accordance with the 
rewl requirements of the animal system, 
‘To gratify, therefore, what is only a fancy, 
these people demand a greater proportion 
of something, (molasses), which is in itself 
undesirable as a food, and necessarily more 
or less limits the quantity of that, which 
from a purely dietetic point of view, is 
really essential, viz: crystallisable sugar. 
‘That is to say, Takow sugar, containing 
the greatest proportion of erystallisable, in 
conjunction with the demanied amount of 
molasses, commends itself, even to the re- 
jection of the brown varieties produced in 
the “Taiwantu” district, to the Japanese, 
because they instinctively, though perhaps 
unconsciously, recognise its superiority over 
the qualities less possessed of this substantial 
merit. To supply this demand on that 
market, the whole of the crop at present 
produced in the “Takow” district is in- 
adequate; and in consequence of this ready 
outlet, together with the causes previously 
detailed, prices at the source of production 
are kept at a figure eee of export 
to foreign countries for the purpose of 
“refinement.” 

‘This will also explain why no local re- 
finery, in the European sense of the term, 
could be profitably worked here; and even 
if the foreign markets to which its out- 
turn would be practically confined were 
sufficiently attractive, competition else 
where must in the end prove too strong. 
Again, supposing it were worth while to 
















| treat the raw material on the spot, instead 
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of selling it for refinement abroad, the 
whole crop in South Formoss is, at least 
under present conditions, so. small that 
this fact alone would probably be deemed 
sufficient bar to any such enterprise. 
No doubt, both in China and Japan, there 
may be a comparatively small and well-to- 
do class to whom the attractive appearance 
of refined sugar proves effective as an induce- 
ment for purchase, but their patronage must 
be very limited when compared with that 
of the mass of consumers, and therefore, 
however interesting to the philanthropist, 
who looks to the future education and 
cultivation of the popular taste for senti- 
mental reward, it is not likely that such 
‘opportunity would commend itself to the 
commercial mind, more prone to consider 
immediate prospects of benefit than those 
which would, if ever realised, necessa- 
rily fall to ‘the lot of posterity, It 
may be mentioned that the refineries 
in Hongkong make strenuous, and perhaps 
not unsuccessful attempts to induce this 
class to take their products. Limited 
shough this outlet, comparatively speaking, 
is, still as these establishments depend on 
‘Australia_and other foreign places, and in 
fact practically exist for these markets, it 
may pay them to cultivate even the re- 
stricted opening afforded by the luxurious 
tendencies of the well-to-do in China and 
Japan. But save as an off-means for dis 
posing of surplus production, this demand 
is much too insignificant to warrant re- 
fineries being started solely to support it. 
‘As our object, however, at this time is 
merely to show what opportunities for trade 
Formosa sugar offers, and to discover, if 
possible, from the investigation whether 
Openings existsufficiently profitable to tempt 
foreigners to engage in it, confined as they 
must be by the limits that we have attempted 
to define, we will go on to describe such par- 
ticulars of thisftrade as may afford necessary 
data for forming the desired conclusions. 
‘Four kinds oF grades ofsugar are produced 
in the “Taiwantu” district, one of which 
(lao-tsai) is not exported, but solely used 
for the production of, so-called, “ white” 
sugar, while from the molasses drained there- 
from in this process, a fifth variety is got 
by re-boiling, and known as che-so. ‘The 
other three kinds of brown sugar produced in 
these districts are known respectively as 
sheung-t0. tiong-tao and kap-an or shi-po, 
They differ from each other by the care 
taken in manufacture, so producing better 
graining with less amount of “ invert sugar,” 
and are classed in order of merit and price 
a above given, from the clean, fine-grained, 
dry sheung-tnodown tothe irregularly crystal- 
lised kan an with its superabundance of mo- 
lasses, Practically the sole markets to which 
the Taiwanfu sugars, both white and brown, 
go are those supplied by the coast ports be- 
0 ate reat oF about Foochow, or Weachow, 
fh the South, and extending up to Tientsin 
and Newehwang in the North. Shanghai, 
Ghefoo, and Tientsin are the places through 
which the greatest bulk of the crop appears 
to be absorbed; but it must be noted that 
while the figures in the Customs Returns 
Tefer entirely to sugar shipped in foreign 
bottoms, a certain and not inconsiderable 
amount is also carried away by native craft 
to places all along the coast line indicated. 
Tt fs extremely difficult to get at even an 
‘approximate estimate of what quantity does 
‘away in junks, sailing as these vessels 
50 from several small ports on the coast 
of Formosa not open to forei le. 
"The native-borne cargoes from Takow are 
comparatively small,,no doubt because 
Of the very. much greater demand for 
this sugar’ in Japan, to which place 
it. is carried entirely in ships. 
Owing to the determined. action of the 





Various sugar-guilds in China, and the] grad 


fnacity which they show in “boycot- 
fing” any foreign vendors who venture to 
engage in the trade, the latter have for 
several years, and after losing considerably 
by the attempt to overcome the opposition, 
‘completely refrained from further efforts; 
‘hence it comes.about that the only chance 





they have of touching sugar in Formosa is, 
forthe Japanese market, and from the Takow 
districts. Even here their connection withthe 
trade, besides being somewhat precarious, 
is completely limited by, and dependent 
on, the good-will of one or two native 
capitalists, who for reasons previously de- 
tailed may be said to possess full command 
of the whole “Takow ” crop. - In this latter 
district, one rich Chinese hong boasts that it 
holds in its hands at least half of this year’s 
produce, and that, by reason of its wealth 
and position, it can, to a considerable ex- 
tent, control the disposal of tbe other moiet 
Making every allowance for native vanity, 
it must be admitted that the assertion is 
not very far off the truth; for as a fuct, there 
is but one other native merchant who can, 
or at any rate does, make any show of acting 
independently of the firm alluded to. 

‘There can be no doubt that the great 
majority of foreign merchants are com- 
pelled to resort to this hong for assistance 
in buying sugar, or setiling steamer freights 
from the port. At first sight, it seems 
strange that this firm should concern them- 
selves at all with foreigners, seeing that 
they ship largely to Yokohama on their 
own account, where they have a branch 
establishment. As their own working ex- 
penses are necessarily infinitely less than 
those of foreigners, to say nothing of the 
much lower prime cost at which they obtain 
their cargoes, they must always hold a 
commanding ‘position in the competition, 
which, moreover, it would appear they can 
put an end toat any time they feel so dis- 
posed. It will be obvious from this ‘that the 
Spenings available to foreign enterprise, 
even in the Takow sugar districts, have been 
‘as limited and their tenure as uncertain, and 

ear by year the co-operation of foreigners 
iss been lessening, and there did not seem 
much reason for hope that, so long as matters 
remained as they were, foreign merchants 
could look for a fairer and more reliable 
share of the business. 

‘Although ithas been shown that refineries, 
properly so called, would probably be a 
mistake, still a practical question remains, 
which may be stated as follows:—Can per- 
sons with superior means at their disposal, 
accept the crude material, as at present 
obtainable in this Island, and by certain 
simple manipulations, produce an article 
suitable to the peculiar requirements of both 
the Chinese and Japanese markets, which 
will, by its higher merits, take precedence 
of anything the native merchants can offer? 
Tt would seem that without going to any 
such very inadmissable extremes is implied 
by the term “refinery” in its actual or 
ordinary technical acceptation, such a “plan 
of campaign” offers very reasonable pros- 
pects of success. It may be urged that the 
same reasons, which at present limit the 
supply of the raw material for export by 
foreigners, would prove obstructive to its 

ermission for the treatment ted, 

ut in reply to this, it can be said that in 
the Tainanfu districts (the main products 
of which offer a tempting field for enterprise, 
if only means could be devised for over- 
coming the artificial barriers set up against 
foreign participation by native brokers 
on the ultimate markets), there does not 
exist that limited native control of original 
material which was shown obtained in the 
“Takow” division ; and thus this difficulty 
of supply does'not ‘arise. Therefore those, 
who can by. rapidity of improved out 
turn command a supply of: the latter 
at its source, would create a state of matters 
which would, in face of the demand 
abroad that has to be met, render toreig 
ners nearly independent of any -coalitions 
spinel them by rival mainland vendors. 
‘The allusion here made is chiefly to the 
es of so-called “Taiwanfu White” 
Sugar from lao-tsai and it must be un- 
derstood that the process does in 
no way affect compliance with the aforesaid 
requirements of the consumers, or render the 
produce liable to be ranked as other thao 
8 drained variety of raw sugar, exactly 
similar in all details, save in superiority of 











quality, to what is at present imperfectly, 
and very slowly, got by “claying.” 

In “Takow,” however, though there would 
have been under the old régime necessarily 
more local difficulty in commanding the 
supply of original material for improved 
treatment, now, 4] trom the great 
demand for improved “Takow Brown” in 
Japan, and as the principal local obstruc- 
jonist is so far aware of this as to have 
himself attempted a partial, though rough, 
compliance with the demand, by making 
laborious and limited selections which have 
already established a name for their mark, 
(“H. HL”), there is good reason to believe 
that, under this pressure, he would be more 
ready to co-operate further with foreigners 
in this direction than he would have dreamt 
of doing in the semi-competitive line he 
lately permitted them to take up. Thesole 
reason, of course, for this complaisance would 
be that by it a greater profit might be auti- 
7 than:that which the most success- 
fal limitation, or even suppression, of 
foreign competition could under present 
conditions vouchsafe. Seeing that now his 
influence and control over the producers 
have been completely overcome, and thus 
any power remaining to him, for good or 
evil, must simply depend on his standing 
as a a it would seem that by 
means of the above alternative, of which 
the space at command only permits its 
being hinted at in outline, participation in 
the ‘Taiwanfu sugar trade, at present pre- 
vented by the opposition at the local 
markets in China, and also connection with 
that of the Takow district Jately limited by 
the semi-hostile action of local holders, 
ay, be diverted, or materially modified, 
and this without any radical revolution, 
either in the original methods of growing 
and producing. sugar, or by setting up 
advanced establishments for producing that 
which, however much posterity may ap- 
preciate them, would most certainly not be 
accepted by the present generation of con- 
sumers, whose wants and desires surely 
make it worth while (to all but the purely 
philanthropic) to cater for their patronage 
on the terms aud with the material they 
soleiy require. 


—_—_——— 


SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIAL 
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‘The complaints of the Boers not being 
attended to by the Council of Seventeen in 
Holland, and their demands for political 
equality’ being absolutely ignored by the 
officials at the Cape, they now found 
themselves in such a ‘position, that they 
and their descendants had either to be con- 
tent with the status of mere hewers of 
wood snd drawers of water, ith no 
possible expansion of either their com: 

Tnercial or political hotizon, with allt 
legitimate profits owing into the officials 
purses, or there was only one possible course 
open to them. And considering how the 
policy of the Cape officials had forced thom 
Into being a self-supporting community, 
it is somewhat surprising that they showed 
the patience they did. ‘The one great 
interest that kept them anchored to their 
original homesteads was their vineyards, 
which they were very loath to abandon. 
But, when the fact gradually dawned on 
their minds, that with the exception of 
the amount of their own consumption, they 
were working these vineyards entirely for 
the benefit of the officials, who by this 
time were getting cordially hated, then 
began on the part of the younger members 
of the community, the first series of 
“treks” that have’ ever afterwards been 
a spocial feature in the national character 
of tho Boer communities whenever an ob- 
noxious law has been attempted to bo 
enforced. ‘The injustice these original Boers 
experienced at the hands of their Dutch 
local rulers undoubtedly went far to in- 
grain in their nature the absolutely pas- 
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itred and contempt that they and 





sionat 


all their descendants have always evinced | disput 


towards. any form of government on 
the European basis. Perforce they were 
driven into a patriarchal system of rule. 
and that is the only system their descen- 
dants will submit to, even unto the present 


day. 

‘Then began with these younger members 
the first of the slave-holding customs 
‘which has been a bone of coritention under 
almost every form of government they have 
dwelt under. As the distance became 
greater from the Cape officials, so the law 
naturally became weaker, and the natives, 
though in those days few and sparsely 
scattered, were forced to do the manual 
Jabour on these farms simply through the 
superior physical and moral, force of a 
band of white men, acting conjointly. 
After this trekking began to assume consi- 
erable proportions, the. Cape authorities 
became alarmed, and did all in their 
power to put a stop to it. They obtain- 
ed decrees from the home Council of 
Seventeen making it a penal offence. 
They even went so fur as to threaten 
sopilal ‘and. corporal punishment, | with 
sonfiecation of all property. But ‘all this 
was simply empty threats without the 
power behind to carry them into effect, 
and the younger generation of trekking 
Boers simply defied the authorities, by 
pushing their flocks and herds back on the 
mainland, until the power of the writ of 
the Council ceased to run. This was a 
much easier task than appears to any out- 
siders who do not know the . country. 
Their flocks supplied them with wool, 
which their women-folk spun into clothes. 
‘Their physical wants were supplied by the 
vast herds of game that swarmed every- 
where, and their crops were sown, weeded, 
and reaped by impressed unpaid native 
labour, while what luxuries or neces- 
sities ‘they could not provide _them- 
selves with, were procurable through. 
their parents, or heads of families, who 
remained on the inner farms. At last the 
attitude of these trekking Boers assumed 
stich an appearance of contempt for the so- 
called laws propagated by the Dutch offi- 
cials, that a special Commissioner was 
appointed, by the Council of Seventeen to 
especially report on the situation, and 
advise some plan of remedy. The only 
plan this Commissioner could suggest was 
that the Cape peninsula should be severed 
by a hard and fast frontier line from the 
mainland, as it was impossible to enforce 
the laws.’ This is an amusing fact to re- 
member when we recall the attempts made 
by the Transvaal delegates in the early 
eighties to arouse sympathy on their own 
behalf as pioneer Dutch colonists. 

‘This unsatisfactory state of affairs went 
fon until the first occupation of the Cape 
by the British in 1795, when the discon- 
tented Boers saw their chance of re- 
venge, and promptly took it. During 
the last decade of the eighteenth cen- 
tuary, when the French had over-run the 
Netherlands, and forced the Stadtholder 
to be an exile. in England, an alliance 
betsroen the United Provinces of Holland 
and England was made with the sole 
object of keeping the French in check, 
‘As the Cape dominated the command of 
the Southern Seas, and as the Dutch were 
not strong enough to resist the French 
alone should beg: Egger to turn their 
attention to the East, it was arranged that 
the English should help guard the Cape 
against any possible attack. It was there- 
fore arranged that an English fleet and 
an English land force of 4,000 men should 
proceed to the Cape, and conjointly with 
‘the Dutch guard that possession. |“ General 
Craig was the English officer in command 
of the land forces, and bore an order 
from the Stadtholder of Holland ex- 

ressly commanding the Dutch Governor 
Bhoysken) to receive the English as allies 
and help,in every way to resist the French. 
“The English fleet and transports arrived 








at the Cape in June, 1795, and owing to a 
ispute as to the meaning of the Stadt- 
holder's written order the troops did not 
land until August. That dispute about 
the order was briefly this. e English 
General contended that the order dit 
the Dutch authorities to place themselves 
under the protection of himself, and the 
English Admi The Dutch Governor 
disputed this, and wished. to place all the 
English troops under his sole cammand. 
‘Taking into consideration how the Dutch 
service was being administered, this was 
next door to an impossibility. To make 





matters more complicated, the Boers had | by 


practically broken out into revolt, as 
they had set up their own magistrates, 
and were threating armed resistance 
should the Dutch officials interfere. Direst- 
ly these Boers began to perceive that 
there wero two Kings in Drentford they 


saw that their chance had come. They, 


sent deputations to the English General, 
stating their grievances, and pointing out 
hat i the Eupiish gure in to Goo clas of 
the Dutch Governor, the cost of sup- 
plying the troops would be enormous, and 
offering supplies at half the current rates, 
also more tl hinting that if their own 
services were required, a large body. 
of mounted men were ayailable. This 
settled the matter, and the Dutch Governor 
still remaining obstinate, the English force 
was landed to the south east of Cape Town, 
and after a nominal show of resistance, to 
save “face,” as a Chinaman would say, the 
Castle and Forts surrendered. 

‘The Dutch officials made a vain endea- 
vour to keep uP their monopolies, which 
of course would have greatly enriched. 
them, but it was useless, and after strug- 
gling’ in vain, gave up the game and 
retired in a body back to Holland, after 
‘an occupation of 150 years, in which they 
had done nothing to materially advance 
the interest of the colony, but had instead 
brought it to the verge of open rebellion. 
General Craig then appointed himself as 
provisional Governor, and began a thorough 
system of reform, abolished all monopolies 
and cut down ‘oppressive taxes. The 
English occupation lasted from 5 to 
1803, and it must be borne in mind that 
the Stadtholder made no complaint of any 
kind as to the treatment of the Dutch 
officials and made no attempt to set up a 
new Dutch Governor, being quite content 
with the original agreement. ‘The prosperity 
of the Cape colonists, once the monopolist 
duties were removed, increased enormously, 
so much so that when the Colony had to 
be handed back to the Dutch after the 
Treaty of Amiens there was still found a 
strong party of Boers who publicly objected. 
However, the new Dutch Governor was a 
wise man. He saw how badly the old 
monopolist rules had worked, and thorough 
attempt was being made to put the Cape 
administration on a sound footing when 
Ses secoad occupation by the English took 


place. 

‘Two years after the Treaty of Amiens, 
war broke out again between France and 
England. The English Politicians of those 
days considered it absolutely impossible to 
risk the occupation of the Cape, and as 
necessity knows no law, they sent an ex- 
pedition under General Sir David Baird 
to secure it, at the same time assuring the 
Dutch that there was no intention of occu- 


ying it permanently against their wishes. 








watever may have been the feelings of the | ed 


Netherland authorities, it is probable that 
they recognised the necessity of this act, 
as it is certain that no protests were put 





in by them against us. The English force 
arrived in January, 1806, and after the 
refusal of the Governor to surrender, the 
troops, about 4,000 strong, of three branches 
of the service, were led, and after a 
few skirmishes on the Blue Mountain, 
engaged “the main body of the Dutch 
troops, some 5,000 strong, mostly. cavalry 
and artillery, under the Governor General 
Janssens. A short fight ensued’ in which 








the Dutch alleged ‘a loss int killed and 
wounded of 700 men, and the British of 
200. The next day. the Commandant of 
Cape Town surrendered, and withir. a, few 
weeks General Janssens and his remaining 


irected | troops, who had retired up country, were 


induced to surrender, on condition of their 
being conveyed to Holland, at our expense. 

However unjustifiable this occupation 
appears, it must be remembered that sub- 

juent events justified the act, and that 
in 1814 the Cape was formally ceded to 
us by the King of Holland, “as an 
equivalent for certain charges provided 
the King of Great Britain for the 
defence of the Low Countries and their 
settlement in union with Holland.” 
Therefore our action in 1806 was officially 
legalised by the King of Holland in 1814. 
Tt will be interesting here to note the 
opinion of the Dutch historian Jude Wator- 
meyer when commenting on how this act 
affected. the colonists: ‘Some ‘national 
feeling in favour of the Fatherland may 
have lingered, but substantially, every man 
in the colony, of every hue, was benefited, 
when the incubus of the Dutch East India 
Company was removed.” 

The troubles of the British began vory 
soon after the second occupation of the Cape 
is 1806, as in 1809 we find the first attompt 
made to settlea fixed and permanent boun- 

This was fixed both. on the north and 
east by the Fish River, and so as to prevent 
collisions between the whites and the blacks, 
the principal chiefs were induced to move 
their kraals and’cattle at our expense. For 
a long time it was quite impossible to make 
them understand what was meant, but when 
gradually the idea began to dawn'on them 
that they were to cross the river and keep 
on the other side permanently, then the 
most powerful, named ‘Slambie,” -indig- 
nantly refused and replied: ‘This country 
I have won by conquest. What I’ haye 
won I keep. If you think I can be. forced 
to go where you. wish, come and try.” 
Here is first introduced the maxim that 
right is might in Africa, and the first to 
suffer was the originator, as naturally he 
and his tribes were eventually forced’ across 
the river, and in this manner began the 
first of the frontier wars, that have’ been 
more or less going on ever since. ‘These 
frontier skirmishes became such a nuisance 
eventually, that the military officer. (Col. 
Collins) who had had the expelling of 
Slambie and his tribe, drew up a memorial 
to the home government, and proposed a 
plan to start a colony of military emigrants, 
who, in return for their lands and money 
to be lent to establish’themselves, were to 
be 9 propared to not only defend themselves 
and their homesteads but also the fron- 
tier. After a few years of consideration 
the British Government sanctioned this plan. 
and voted £100,000 to carry it out. 

It may. be remarked here. that the 
colonial spirit of enterprise must have been 
very strong at the beginning of the century, 
as though only 4,000 families were called 
for, over 90,000 sent in applications, so that 
the Government were able to pick their 
men. This appears to have been one of the 
most profitable experiments in State-aided 
emigration that the British. Government 
has ever made, as from statistics made 
from the census returns some fifty years 
after the landing of these 4,000 families, 
the wealth of the eastern province, where 
these emigrants were landed, amount. 

to over £20,000,000. ” Although 
the British Government appears to haye 
clearly stated the dangers and difficul- 
ties these emigrants would have to face, 
and, probably owing to. the exces: 
sive number of families applying, told 
them more or less the unvamished truth, 
in order to get the right stamp of men, 
the original difficulties and dangers that 
these emigrants had to face were some- 
thing extraordiniary, and show how. pre- 
eminently the British are fitted: to 
pioneets of colonial enterprise. Within 
two months of their arrival and. jtist 
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before they marched out to take posses- 
sion of thé 3,000 square miles allotted 
to them, they were officially visited by the 
Governor of the Cape and the foundation- 
stone of the first house was laid, and the 
township named ‘Port Elizabeth” in 
honour of his wife, the said. townshi; 
now ranking”as the Liverpool of Sout 
Africa, It must be remembored that the 
natives these British emigrants had to 
deal with were a very different class from 
the Bushmen: and Hottentots that the 
original. French and Dutch settlers were 
broughtin contact with, as these Kaflirs were 
clannish and warlike races who are described 
by Colonel Napier ‘“‘as game to the back- 
bone, never crying out, however badly 
wounded, or even demanding quarter, but 
merely pronouncing the name of their chief, 
ere ‘they gave up the ghost.” 

Directly these ‘* Albany Settlers” as they 
were termed, settled down on their allotted 
sections a continual series of frontier wars 
seems to have been waged for many weary 
years, and the seriousness of the fighting 
can be gathered from the official reports 
sent home by the Governors. Fifteen 
years after the first landing Sir Benjamin 
D'Urban reports : “Already are seven thou- 
sand persons dependent upon the Govern 
ment for the necessaries of life. ‘The land 
is filled with the lamentations of the widows 
and ‘fatherless.”” About the same time the 
colonists ‘petitioned the Colonial Secreta 
‘and gave details’ of their losses, in whic 
they state that over 3,000 persons are 
reduced to absolute destitution ; over 200 
farins destroyed by fire, 250 other farms 
Jooted of all their furniture and property ; 
30,000 head of cattle, 1,000. horses, and 
55,000shoop stolen. This means a fairly con- 
stant state of warfare, and it must be 
borne in-mind that these colonists were 





the homé and colonial 
were not allowed to push back the Kaftir 
clans and carry on an ‘offensive warfare. 
‘Phoy were continually on the defensive 
only, and this undoubtedly caused much 
discontent, and from their ranks greatly 
‘augmented the first enormous “trek” that 
took place shortly after the ‘Act of 
Emancipation” was passed in 1834, which 
‘Act, was the first original cause of the inde- 
endent Dutch republics being formed. 

his. Slave Emancipation Act’ had the 
at, tremendous. effects on the whole 
social and political aspects of South 
‘Africa, and there can be no shadow of 
doubt that ¢_ mistakes were made 
hy ‘the home officials, that could have 
been rectified had ‘they taken the advice 
‘of the Colonial authorities. For instance, 
the mode of payment for compensation 
for the loss of their slaves was abso- 
lutely faulty. All payments had to be 
‘made in London, and this meant the 
employment of agents, and the signing of 
Guplicate and triplicate sets of papers. 
‘Phe principal holders of slaves were the 
Boers, but still the Albany settlers held « 
considerable amount, and the better class 
of these emigrants ‘who had some ‘rough 
sort of education obtained their compensa- 
tion easily, as’ compared with the Boers 
who searcely knew how to write their own 
names, much less to translate government 
documents in’a strange tongue. To sign 

wers of ‘attorney with triplicate sots of 
formidable-looking documents, was a trans- 
‘action absolutely beyond their understand- 
ing.’ ‘The”number of slaves in 1834 was 
‘officially declared by the Cape authorities 
fo be 95/745, and the value claimed by 
their owners was assessed at £3,000,000." - 

‘As it is ‘only human nature to put-the 
highest possible figure on an article that one 
is bound to part with, and as £8 per head 
was undoubtedly a high average price, in- 
cluding worhen and children, it may be con- 
sidered that. the English House. of Commons 


id: shly ‘ by these.‘slave') sa 
did. motdbab- go harshly, PY, 900,000 as | both by hosts and guests unarmed, so 


owners when it granted £1,200,000 





compensation. As we have mentioned 
before, the Boers, not being business meni, 
failed to understand the mode of payment, 


in a great majority of cases were an 
exceedingly unscrupulous class of Jew ped- 
lars, who cheated them urimercifully. They 
identified these Jew agents with the British 
Government, and soniewhat naturally felt 
themselves to be the victims of usury 
and injustice. Many others simply con- 
sidered the whole thing a fraud and re- 
fused to sign the documents, and £5,000 
of this compensation money voted  re- 
mains unclaimed to the present day. 
It must be borne in mind that the Boers 
were in this case smarting under a legiti- 
mate grievance, as living a patriarchal 
life, and being almost entirely illiterate, 
they were quite unable to either follow 
or understand the philanthropic burst of 
frenzy that caused the British Parliament 
to simply rush through the Slave Emanci- 
pation Act, Considering the far-reaching 
powers of the Act, and the immense amount 
of property concerned, this Act was made 
law in the quickest. time on record. 
‘The British were seized with one of 
their periodical fits of virtue, and their 
ideas of propriety were terribly shocked 
by the amazing atrocities that the par- 
lismentary investigations revealed. No 
compromise was allowed in principle 
and’ one generation -completely swept 
away a system that their own fathers 
and mothers had regarded as perfectly 
natural and just. However, it was scarcely 
reasonable to expect the Boers to look 
on the matter in the same light, and 
they determined not to submit. And at 
least ten thousand families broke up their 
homes and trekked across the Orange and 
‘Vaal rivers, taking with them vast herds of 
cattle, sheep, and horses. 

Part of these trekking emigrants founded 
the ‘Orange Free State,’ where they were 
joined by many of the “Albany Settlers” 
who objected to the methods of the 
Colonial Government in’ dealing with the 
native questions that were continually 
arising.” The rostof this immense wave 
of emigrants went flowing eastward until 
they reached the uplands of the Drakenburg. 
range, where at their feet rolled the splen- 
didly fertile veldts of what is now Natal. 
Up to this point, the native tribes who had 
been encountered had been disconnected 
and, comparatively speaking, unswarlike, 

ssibly owing to the immense united 
strength of the Boers themselves. But on 
reaching the Drakenburg range of hills they 
came in contact with the fiercest and most 
warlike of all the Kafr tribes, the Zulus. 
These’ tribes had just then been consoli- 
ated into one military nation under 
Cetewayo’s inhuman. ancestor, Chaka, so 
that the Boers though very keen to gain 

jossession of this tempting country were 
Forced to change their tactics, and try diplo- 
matic means instead of seizing just what 
they chose. For this purposea Boer leader 
named Retief went with about a hundred 
followers to induce the then reigning 
‘King (Dingaan) to grant. them a certain 
tract of country. Greatly to their surprise 
they were exceedingly well received, so 
much so that in, the negotiations that 
followed, the original tract of land they 
went to ask for was more than -doubled- 
‘An appalling act of treachery on. the 
rt of this Zulu king, and its quickly 
Following punishment, was’ the first main 
‘cause of direct interference by the British 
Government with these new independent 
comments of Boerne th a 

ter the negotiations for the occupati 

by the Boers of the tract of fond they 
desired were terminated and a treaty 
signed, the Boers, naturally extremely well 
pleased with themselves, wero about to de- 
part, when they were invited to a feast and 
entertainment to be held in their honour. 
It-is a point .of etiquette amongst these 

-vages that these feast should be attended 











as to prevent serious brawls, should the 


{strength of the native beer be too great. 


| Retief and his followers i 
and’many sold their rights to agents, who | emery, oed Snip & ene 


of false security, attended this feast and 
while looking on at a representation of the 
national war-dance, . the acting warri 
who of necessity were armed, killed ‘every 
man of them. When this news reached 
the main body of the Boers a terrible 
revenge was vowed and enncted. An 
expedition of 1,200 men was despatched 
under the leadership of the Boer 
Cromwell, a man nained Pretorius. 
On nearing the: King’s kraal, the Zulus 
attempted one of their now world-famous 
rushes, but after severe fighting with the 
Boers behind their Inagered wagons, were 
driven back and finally utterly routed by 
splendid charges of the Boer cavalry. On 
taking possession of the King's kraal the 
bodies of their murdered comrades were 
found, and on Retief’s was recovered the 
signed treaty already referred to. On the 
strength of this document the Boers de- 
throned Dingaan, and set up his brother 
Panda in his stead. Having xecomplished 
this, they issued @ proclamation declaring * 
the ceded territory to be the “ Republic o 
Natalia.” 

(To be continued.) 





HOME NEWS. 





(From the London and China Express of 
the 27th of March.) 

‘The Silver market has been steady. The~ 
closing price is 31{d—the same as last 
week. The fluctuations have been small, 
and there has been less inquiry than usual. 
‘America has not sold largely. Very few 
transactions have been reported in Mexican 
dollars, the last price at which business 
was done being 314d. 

‘The new German constructive programme 
is, after all, a very modest one. It. con- 
sists only of an ironclad, three cruisers, 
and tivo torpedo-boats. Two of the cruisers 
will probably be of the successful Gyfon 
class, very slightly modified, ‘The battle 
ship'is to take the place of the obsolete 
Friedrich der Grosse, and to be a sister of, 
the ship now building at Wilhelmshaven. 
She is to be ready for the pennant in 1900. 

The Okinawa Murn, the new cable ship, 
which has just been’ constructed on the 
Clyde for the Japanese Government, is 
expected to be ready at the end of ‘the 
month. She will then come round to 
London and take on board the portion of 
the Japan-Formosa cable, which has been 
manufactured by the India Rubber, Gutta 
Percha, and Telegraph Company. Tho 
Okinaw is expected to sail under command 
of Captain Allen about the middle of April. 

‘The Japanese Minister, M. Takaaki 
Kato, and Madame Kato will be present 
on 3lst inst. at the launching of the first- 
class battleship Figji, which has been built 
for the Japanese Government by. the 
‘Thames Iron and Shipbuilding Company, 
Blackwall. » The Fiji is a sister ship to the 
Yushima, launched from Messrs. Armstrong, 
Mitchell & Co.'s yard at Elswick’ last 
month. The Yashina and Fuji, which are 
to be taken out to the East by Japanese 
crews, will be the largest ironclads in the 
Japanese Navy. 

‘Another Royal Academician was elected 
last evening, the choice of the general 
assembly at Burlington House falling uj 
‘Mr. George Henry Boughton, 4.n.. Mr. 
Boughton has often been spoken of as an 
‘American, though, as a matter of fact, he 
is a native of Norfolk, but was, taken as 
a child to New York and resided there for 
many years. He is especially noted as a 
ye ‘of scenes of the old Puritan life of 

New England and of Dutch subjects. He 
was elected Associate in 1879. 

Messrs. Scott & Co., Greenock, have 
launched a steel screw. steamer named. Pro- 
‘metheus fr the Ocean Steamship Company, 














Liverpool, Her dimensions are: Length, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


692 


The McC. Herald and S. C. & C. Gazette. 


May 1, 1896. 











402%. ; breadth, 49ft.; depth, 31d. ; of 
5,200 tons gross, and 7,200 tons carrying 
capacity. "The builders’ will supply triple- 
expansion engines of 3,500 horse-power in- 
dicated, the diameters of cylinders being 
29in., D0in., and 82in., with 5-ft. piston 
stroke; and the working pressure will be 
180lbs. to the equare inch. The Prom-theus 
has 14 steam winches and 25 cargo derricks, 
one being able to lift 35 tons, and the re- 
mainder from 5 to 20 tons. 

An Odessa correspondent states that the 
Black Sea Evolutionary Squadron will this 
season be more than usually strong, and 
part of its practical operations will 
carried out within a short distance of the 
mouth of the Bosphorus. ‘The vessels com- 
prising the manoeuvring squadron will be 
the first-class battleships Tehesme, Sinope, 
Yekaterina II, Georgi Pobiedouoset=, Tri 
Svintitelys, and Dvenadzat Apostolu.’ The 
first-class ‘cruiser Pamyat Merkuri, the 
torpedo eruisers Kupitan Sacken, Gridon, 
and Kusarski ; the transport Dinai, and 
nineteen torpedo boats. 

‘The Russian Official Press publishes a 
letter from Vice-Admiral Buller, command- 
ing the British Squadron in Chinese waters, 
expressing his thanks to  Vice-Admiral 
‘Tyrtoff, in command of the Russian Pacific 
Squadron, for the prompt and timely help 
rendered by the hoat's crew of a Russian 

unboat in saving the lives of fourteen 

ritish seamen, when the accident happened 
to the pinnace of the Hdgar in November 
last, off Chemulpo, Captain Henderson, 
of the Edgar, particularly praises the skill 
and bravery of a Russian midshipman who 
was in the boat which went to the rescue. 

‘The report of the Agra Bank for 1895 
states that the operations for the first half 
of the year admitted of the payment of an 
interim dividend at. the rate of 2 per cent. 
per annum. The directors regret to say 
that the results of the second half of the 
year, chiefly owing to the impossibility of 
remuneratively employing the silver capital 
in India, do not permit a further dividend. 
During the year under review a consider- 
able amount of the old lock-ups in India 
and China has been advantageously realised. 
‘The loss by frauds recently discovered has 
been written off in full. 

According to a telegram from Cape 
Town, a revolt has occurred amongst the 
Matabele in the Inseza and Filabusi dis- 
tricts. It is feared the natives have 
mmassicred a number of whites, including 
Mr. Bentley, the Native Commissioner. 
Seventy-five volunteers, with a Maxim 
gu have gone from Buluwayo to the 

isturbed neighbourhood. ‘This intelligence 
is substantially confirmed by an official 
message from Sir Hercules Robinson. 
‘Towns in Matabeleland are being rapidly 
put in a state of defence, afd volunteers 
enrolled among outside residents for the 
purpose of protection, Additional forces 
ate on their way to the scene of disturbance. 

A steel spar-decked screw steamer named. 
Chiwang, built by Sir Raylton Dixon & 
6o., Cleveland Dockyand, llesbrough, 
for the Indo-China Steam’ Navigation Com- 
pany (Limnited), of London, has proceeded 
to nea, ‘under’ the ‘command of. Captain 
Brans, for her official trial sip. This 
vessel, which has been speciall ed 
and equipped for the company’s trade in 

is 300ft. by 40ft. by 25ft., and has a 
dead-weight carrying capacity’ of about 





















3,400 tons, with arrangements in *tween- | ‘Thi 


decks for carrying Chinese passengers. 
Engines of the triple-expansion {ype ava 
heen provided by the North-Eastern 
Marine Engineering Company (Limited), 
Sunderland, and the boilers are fitted with 
foreed draught on Howden’s system. 

‘The Tea market is slightly firmer on the 
week for British growths, as supplies have 
not been on a large scale, and for Indian 
the season is over. “China Tea is neglected, 
for quality is of the Poorest, and some 
rubbish sold down to 13d. per Ib. What 
is wanted is Tea suitable for home con- 
sumption, not the ideal Russian style. New 





‘Travancore Teas are arriving, and are of to the Chinese dominions on conditions 
‘useful description. Thelate report of Acting ; not less favourable than those granted 
Consul Fox, Wénchow, shows that China | to the French for the continuation of their 
Tea can be produced to compete success- ! railways into China ; also that the Secretary 
fully with that of India and Ceylon. He of State for Foreign Affairs and the Secre- 
states :—Black Tea, costing $14 to $16 tary of State for India be requested to 
per picul (which, at an exchange of 2s. 3d.) receive a deputation from the association 
the dollar, costs in sterling under 3d. per | on the subject, was agreed to unanimously, 
Ib.), that ‘Chinese made latge profits, an. On the 25th inst. various resolutions in re- 
important statement, and of encourage- ; ference to postal and telegraphic facilities 











A 


ment to those engaged in the trade. Fro reforms having been adopted, the 
that port were formerly shipped the Sin. 
chiene Kye and Flowery Pekoe, tha 
obtained notoriety as the ‘ Caravan Teas,” | 


be | sent overland, vid Kiachta to Russia. | 


Tt will be satisfactory news to learn that 





uke of Norfolk (Postmaster-General) 
dressed ‘the meeting and promised his 
earnest consideration to the criticism which 
he had heard, and dealt in detail with 
several of the changes proposed, pointing 


a British official is about to be appointed ' out the practical dit iculties which stood in 
to investigate the finances of Siam, and for | the way of their accomplishment, Resolu- 
a limited period act as financial adviser to tions were subsequently adopted in re- 
the Siamese Government. ‘The step of ference to technical education and the 
having an expert to investigate this matter ' desirability of Government action to secure 
was, we believe, suggested by M. Rolin ‘ an increased supply of trained British sea- 
Jacquemyns, and the selection has fallen on! men. In the evening the annual banquet 


Mr. Mitcheli-Innes, who has recently been 
serving in Egypt. The use of his services has ; 
been acquiesced in by the British Govern- | 
ment, the arrangement being, we believe, | 
that his appointment will not be of longer | 
duration than ism toenable a grasp 

to be taken of the complicated question, so 


as to suggest the remedies and modifications : 


requit ‘The proposal and aj 
are satisfactory, rom the Briteh | 
view, but beyond that we are eminently | 
pleased at such an appointment by Sinm. | 
it seems an earnest that a proper value is | 
being placed on her obligations, and that a | 
further attempt is being made to justify 
her right to the maintenance of the Siamese 
Kinzdom. 

‘The statement that at the meeting be- | 
tween Li Hung-chang, who is coming to 
Moscow as Special Havoy at the Corsna- 
tion, and Prince Lobanoff questions of the 
gravest import will be discussed is em- 
phatically denied (says an Odessa corres- | 

dent) by the Chinese Embassy at St. 
Peterabarg, The leading Russian journals 
naturally confirm the disclaimer, but this 
notwithstanding it is evident that in official 
and well-informed circles the highest 
political importance is attached to the 
coming of the Chinese statesman. England 
has, more than any other European Power, 
interest in the result of the meeting. 
Sir Nicholas O'Conor, who knows the 
ways of Celestial diplomacy, and is p 
sonally well acquainted with Li Hu 
chang, will, in May next, be at his post, | 
and will also meet the Chinese statesman. | 
In Moscow it is openly avowed that the 
secret treaty so long spoken of as existing 
between Russia and China will be formally | 
ratified in the old capital after the} 
Coronation. Such avowals must, of course, | 
be taken with great reserve, but the recent 
signal success of Russian diplomacy 
Constantinople should make the Bi 
Foreign Office wary of events directly or ; 
indirectly affecting England’s interests in | 
the farther East. 

The thirty-sixth annual mecting of the | 
Association of Chambers of Commerce was 
opened on the 24th instant at the Hétel 
Métropole, Sir A. K. Rollit, M.P., pre- 
siding. The chairman, in moving the 
tion of the annual report, spoke of the 
satisfactory progress, af the association, 
and reviewed some of the chief features in 
the history of trade during the past year. 
e report was adopted. A resolution e: 
pressing to the New York Chamber of Com: 
merce appreciation of its friendly feeling 
anda strong desire that some method accep- 
table to both nations might be found of 
settling in aconciliatory spiritthe differences 
between the two States was carried with 
two orthree dissentients. A resolution re- 
commending the connection by railway of a 
seaport in Burma with South-West China 
at Szemao, either from Moulmein, cid Siam, 
or from Rangoon, wholly through British 
territory, vi@ Karenni, to be undertaken or 

steed by the Government, and aiso the 























Continuation of the allway through Szemao , 








took place, Sir A. K. Rollit, M.P., pre- 


siding. 





Maw Reports, 





H.B.M.’s SUPREME COURT. 


Shanghai, 24th April. 

Before Sir N. J. Hawwex, Chief Justice. 

Abutssi0N 70 PRictise. 

A special sitting of the Court, was held 
for the, purpose of admitting Mr. 8. HL. 
Sharp to practise. Upon his Lordship 
taking his seat, 

Mr. W. V. Drummond said—May it 
please your Lordship, I beg to move, on 
the papers already filed, the admission of 
Mr. Ernest. Hamilton Sharp to practise in 
this Court. 

His Lordship—I have looked at, the 
papers and they are all in order. Thave 
much pleasure in admitting Mr. Sharp to 
practise here. You will sign the roll, please. 

‘Mr. Sharp bowed to his Lordship and 
the proceedings terminated. 








Is Apsmnatry. 


Shanghai, 30th April. 
Before Six N. J. Haxxen, Chief Justice, 
Gro. Jamtesox, Esq., Assistant Judge, 
and Cartan Street, master of the 
P. &O, str. Ravennut, Assessor. 


OWNERS oF mH AMERICAN SHIP 
William H. Macy Puawnrrs axp 
APPELLANTS AND THE OWNERS OF THE 
Barris steansum Isis, Derexpaxts 
axp RESPONDENTS. 


AND 








‘ish Tue owsens oF THe Isis, PLAINtIrEs AND 


APYEGLANTS, AND THE OWNERS OF THE 
Williom H, Macy, DereNpants AND 
RESPONDENTS. 

This was an appeal from the judgment 

H.B.M.’s Court in Japan, by” both 
parties. Mr. J. ©. Hanson’ (Messrs. 
Dowdall & Hanson) appeared for the owners 
of the William H. oc, and Mr. J. F. 
Lowder, with whom was Mr. Platt (Messrs. 
Johnston, Stokes and Master), for the 
owners of the Isis. 

Mr. Hanson in opening the case ex- 
plained that it was an appeal from the 
Court of Japan arising out of a collision 
which took place on the 15th of October 
last between the American sailing ship 
Willitm H. Macy and the British steamer 
Isis. The case came on for hearing on the 
Vith, 18th, and 20th of December last 
and judgment was delivered by the Court 
on the 13th of January, in which both 
ships were found to blame, and each side 
was now appealing from that decision. 
‘The Williom H. Macy was found to blame 
on account of an all defect in her green 
side-light, whilst the Jsis was found to blame 


of 
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for not having a proper look-out. ‘The 
learned counsel then proceeded to read the 
pleadings in the action in the Court below, 
the preliminary acts, and the judgment of 
the Court. He was about to read the 
petition of appeal when, 

Mr. Lowder said he wished to call the 
attention of the Court to the fact that there 
were certain allegations in the petition of 
appeal which were not in evidence in the 
Court below and which were not borne 
out by the record as presented to the Court 
and he had to apply under Rule 164 that 
the petition might be amended by striking 
‘out those allegations not supported by 
evidence on the record. If his learned 
friend (Mr, Hanson) desired to produce 
evidence to support those allegations his 
proper course was to make an application 
for leave to do so, 

‘Mr. Hanson in reply cited Rule 168. 

The Chief Justice thought that under 
Rule 168 Mr. Lowder should have raised 
his objection in the answer to the petition 
of appeal. 

Mr, Hanson then read the petition of 
appeal by the owners of the William H. 
Mucy, the answer of the owners of the 
Isis, ‘and their petition of appeal as 
follows :— 

‘To Sir Nicholas J. Hannen, Knight, Chief 
‘Justice, and George Jamieson, Esquire, Assis- 
tant Judge of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Supreme Court for China and Japan. 

‘Tho petition of appeal of the above named 
plaintiffs and appellants from the Judgment 
‘of her Britannic Majesty's Court for Japan 
of the 13th day of January 1896 shows as 


follows :-— 
1.—The patie and eppellants fled their 
ition in Her Britannic Majesty's Court for 


japan on the 2th day of November, 1895. 
The plaintiffs and appellants in such 





petition claimed judgment against the defend 
fants and respondents and the condemnation 
of their steamship Isis or her bail for the | F™ 





i 

‘Tamagos occasioned to the plaintiffs and appal- 

Iants by reason of the collision in the \said 
tition referred to between the sailing ship 
Wiliam H. Macy and the steamship Isis 





upon the grounds mentioned in the said 
petition and for the usual reference and for 
costs. 








‘The defendants and respondents filed 
their answer to the said petition on the 9th 
day of December, 1895, In such answer they 
alleged (amongst other things) that the star- 
doard light of the William H. Macy was 
cither not exhibited or was not of such a 
character as to be le or was obscured or 
“obstructed or was in such position as to be 
invisible or for some other reason was not 
discovered to those on board the Isis until 
the two vessels were within five hundred or 
six hundred yards of one anothor and that no 
blame was attributable to those on board the 
Tnis for the collision but that those on board 
the William H. Macy were solely to blame 
therefor. 

'4.—The action camo on for hearing in Her 
Britannic Majesty's Court for Japan before R. 
‘A. Mowat, Esquire, the Judge of the said 
Court with two nautical assessors on the 
17th, 18th, and 20th days of December, 1895, 
‘and’ in the course of the hearing the 
defendants and respondents abandoned the 
contention that the starboard light of the 
William E.. Macy was not of such a character 
as to be visible at the required distance and 
the learned judge informed the parties that 
the assessors were both agreed that it was an 
excellent light, and that it would be seen at 
Teast three miles off and announced a finding 
of the Court to the eame effect. ‘This finding 
was accepted by both parties as final. 

5.—On the 13th day of January, 1896, the 
learned judge delivered judgment whereby he 
found that both ships were to blame for the 
said collision and ho ordered that each party 
should bear his own costs and also pay 
one-half of the assessors’ and shorthand 
writers’ fees. 

"Phe reason given by the learned judge for 
finding that the William 2. Macy was to 
blame for the said collision wes that in his 
opinion the green side light of the said ship was 
not of a charactor to be visible at the distance 
‘required by the regulations, based. hi 
opinion upon a ‘Presented to him 
privately and without the consent or previous 








Knowledge of the appellants by some 
knowlege of the appellants by some pen 
fortnight after the conclusion of the hearing 
of the action. 
6.—The said report did not state an 
opinion that the said light was not of a 
Gharacter to bo vinible’on a dark ight 
with a clear atmosphere at 0 distance of 
two miles, but only stated as the result 
of an experiment made on the 7th day 
of January 1896 that on that night the 
said light was not in fact visible at that 
distance to the person who made the Report. 
7.—The experiment so made on the 7th 
day of January 1806 by. the person shove 
referred to was made without the consent 
of the Plaintiffs and Appellants. Tt was 
made with the light not properly cleaned and 
with a wiek and oil both of which bad greatly 
Unerlorstet: through having renasined’s long 
time in the lamp, namely from a date previous 
to the date of tho said collision up to the 
said 7th day of January 1896. Under these 
circumstances and other circumstances in 
which the experiment was made the said 
experiment was not a fair test of the character 
Of She ig ort 

8. e said loes not contain a 
full or fair account of the conditions and 
circumstances under which the experiment 
therein mentioned was made. 

‘9.—The Appellants are dissatisfied with the 
said judgment upon the following grounds. 

(.)—That the juigment improperly Binds 
that the green side light of the William H. 
‘Macy was not of a character to be visible at 
the distance required by the Regulati 

(2),‘That, the sakd finding Was not asked 
for by the Respondents and’ was against all 
the evidence and against the opinions publicly 
announced of the Assessors, and against the 
finding of the Court announced to the parties 
during the hearing of the action. 

(3).—That the said finding was based on a 
Report which the learned judge had no 
jurisdiction to receive or consider and to 
which he improperly gave credence. 

(4).—That the said Report was in material 

‘culars incomplete and untrue and even 
Fe it, had been admissible would not have 
warranted the finding which has been based 
upon it. 

(6).—That 
‘Macy was in fact of such a character as not 
to be visible at the distance required by the 
Regulations, such defect did not contribute 
and could net have contributed to the collision, 
the Judge having found that with an effective 
Took-out on board the Ivis the William H. 
Macy ought to have been seen without a 
light in ample time for the Ivis to have kept 
out of the aus 
‘The Appellants therefore pray your Lord- 


(1).—To order that the said judgment be 
xaried by finding that the steams ip Isis was 























if the light of the William H. 














solely to blame for the said collision and that 
judgment be entered for the Appellants for 
‘such damages as shall be awarded on the 


usual reference with costs of this Appeal and 


in the Court below, and that the dents 
be ordered to pay the whole of the rs 
and shorthand writer's fees. 


(2).—To make such other order as to your 
Lordships shall seem fit. 
Anprosr B. Watton, 
Counsel for the Appellants, 
Ath February, 1896. 


‘The answer of the abovenamed respondents 
to the petition of appeal of the abovenamed 
appellants. 

‘answer to the said petition the respon- 
dents say as follows :— 

1.—The respondents’ case as supported by 
evidence and by the record shows that on the 
morning of the 15th day of October, 1895, 
their the William H. Mary of 2,205 
tons gross register was about five miles 8.E. 
3 8. from iki Lighthouse sailing 
hea ee 
Ss, ball the castor ck eng 
five knots an hour “with red and green 
side lights complying with, the regulations 
for preventing collisions at sea rl 
Sf aal ere od lage 
and i ‘ightly, that. 7 
and sails ‘were ‘very “high above the water 
and that her position” was not then or 
at any time such that any land 
behind her could have Prevented her hull and 
sails from being seen ‘on board the 





those 
{eis and that a good lookout, was being kept 





on board her, and that the weather was clear 
and the wind bafiling from about N.N.E. and. 
the flood tide making with a force of about 
one half knot per hour in a direction opposite 
to that of the wind, and that in these circum. 
stances shortly after midnight those on board 
the William H. Macy saw the masthead 
light and the red side ligh of the Inia 
approaching them on the starboard bow and 
about two miles off; that the William H. 
acy kept her course but the is stilt 
Showing her red light came on with un- 
diminished speed in attempting to cross 
the bows of the Wiliam H. Macy came into 
collision with her and did her great damage ; 
that if those on board the Tvis hailed to 
those on board the William M. Mucy to 
starboard her helm they did not do so in 
‘a manner that was audible to those on board 
the William H. Macy and that any change 
in the course or speed of the William H. 
Macy when the two ships were proceeding ia 
such directions as to involve risk of collision 
would have been an infringement of Article 
22 of the Regulations and moreover would not 
have prevented the collision ; that the collis- 
sion and the damages and losses consequent 
thereon were caused by the negligence default 
and mismanagement of those on board the 
Isis in not Keeping a proper lookout and 
in not Keeping. ‘out of the way of the William 
H. Macy and in not slackening the'speed of 
the Isis or stopping or reversing her engines 
prior to the collision and that those on board 
the Isis disobeyed Articles 17 and 18 of the 
Regulations for preventing collisions ut sea 
and. that no blame is attributable to the 
William H. Macy or to any one on board 
of her. 
‘The Respondents therefore pray that tho 
Appeal may be dismissed with costs, 
Axmnose B, Watroro. 
Counsel for the Respondents, 


‘To Sic Nicholas James Hannen, Knight, 
Chief Justice, and George Jamieson, Esquire, 
Tudge of the Court. 
tition of the above-named appellants 
as follows :— 


1.—The appellant's case as suy by 

evidence and by the record shows that on the 
morning of the 15th day of October 1895, the 
British steamship Isis, of 2,505 tons, gross 
measurement, was in the Sagami sea, and in 
the vicinity of the Tsurugisaki Lighthouse, 
which bore N.W. by N. that sho was await: 
ing daylight before proceeding to her destin 
tion at the port of Yokohama, with her ligh 
all in proper position urning brightly ; 
that a good 1dbk out was being kept on board 
her; that her speed was about 3 knots, and 
her course S.S.W.; that under these circum. 
stances, shortly after midnight, the starboard 
side light of the William H. Macy was 
suddenly discovered to those on board the 
Jeis about * points on her port bow, distant 
some 500 or 600 yards, and bearing swiftly 
down upon her ; that thereupon the helm of 
the Jsis was at once put hard port, and 
her engines full speed ahead, and those on 
Board the Wiliam H. Macy were hailed 
twice to starboard her helm, but that they 
neglected to do #0, or to adopt any other 
manoeuvre for preventing a collision but on 
the contrary the William H. Macy was kept 
or her course with great snd undiminished 
speed until she struck the Isis with her stent 
fon the port side amidship, cutting the Isis 
down to below the water’s edge, thereby 
causing her to spring a leak, and inflicting on 
her very serious damage; that a good lo 

out was not kept on board the William H. 
‘Macy, as otherwise those on board her would 
have seen that the helm of the Zsis had been 
altered, that the starboard , light of. the 
William H. Macy was either not exhibited, 
or was not of such a character as tobe visible, 
or was obscured, or obstructed, or was of such 
‘character or structure as to be invisible to 
those on board the Isis until the two vessels 
were within 500 or 600 yards of one another, 
and until within two minutes of the time 
when the collision took place; that the Jsis 
yas prevented from keeping out of the way 
Bike Willa He Mozy by the action of 
those on board the latter vessel in persistently 
keeping her course and ood inated py ise 
operating with those on the Ixis by 
Stopping her way ; that the collision, and the 
damages, and joss consequent thefoog were 
caused by the neglect, default, and 


ent of those on board the 7% 
2, Macy in uot having proper light buraivg, 
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and in not having a proper and efficient look~ 
‘out, and in.not Keeping clear of the Zsis and 
avoiding the collision as they easily might 
and ought to have-done by the exercise of ! 
ordinary, reasonable, and proper care, and | 
precaution ; whereas nothing could have been 
one that was not done by those on board the | 
Tris to a 





id or counteract the effect of the | 
neglect, default, and mismangement of those 
onboard the William H. Macy. 

2.—The appellants are sie iesad ae the { 
juc ent of Her Majesty's Court for Japan, } 

Aeement of Her Maleoty« Court for Span, | 
defective, and they appeal against the same | 
‘on the following grounds namely :— 

(a) Because’ the learned judge ought to | 
have found the William H. Macy to blame | 
for not keeping a good lookout, and also 
for persistently keeping on her course and 
not diminishing her speed, after Articles 
38 and 22 af the, Regulations for preventing | 
collisions at Sea had ceased to operate, an 
when the provisions of Article 23 should alone 
have guided the action of those on board 
her, 

(b.) The learned judge was not, justified 
by the evidence in finding that there was | 
‘a want of promptitude in acting by those on 
‘board the Isis after sighting the starboard 
Vight of the William H. Mary; and the 
finding that their‘action, when taken, was a 
violation of Article 18 of the Regulations for 
preventing collisions at sea 1s bad in law, as 
Article 23 had then come into operation. 

(c.) The learned judge was wrongly advised, 
and Was therefore’ mistaken in finding as a 
fact that the proper manauvre for the Isie 
immediately she sighted the green light of | 
the Macy was to have gone full speed astern. 
‘The weight of evidence does not support the 
assumption that that mancuvre would have 
enabled the Afacy to pass clear, but on the 
contrary, it shows that the maneuvre would 
have increased the forve of the collision, and 
that the impact of the stem of the Macy 
would have fallen upon a, vital part of the 
Tris and probably caused her to sink. The 
finding is, moreover, bad in law as it was the 
duty of those on board the nis to act on the 
supposition that those on board the Wiliam 
HL Macy would have checked her speed, 

Id not have kept her course and speed, 
ately, recklessly, and regardless of the 
of those on board the Jxis, as the 

shows they did. 

(d.) The Icarned judge was not justified by 
the evidence as to the respective positions of 
the two vessels in finding as a fact that the 
Macy ought to have been seen without a light 
at least three quarters of a mile off, in ample 
time for the steamer to have kept out of her 
y, and that therefore there was an 
inefficient look out on board the Inis. ‘The 
Fesition of the William H. Bfacy with the 

ind behind her was such as to prevent her 

hull from being seen by those on board the 
> Inis, Moreover, the finding that the Isis was 
to blame on these grounds is bad in law. 

fe.) The learned judge was not warranted 
by the evidence, or in law, in finding the Isis 
to have been in any degres to blame for the 
collision, 

f.) The learned. judge ought to have found 
$2 Wiiaon Bod y solely to blame for the 
collision. ‘The appellants therefore pray :— 

1—A declaration that the Isis was free from 
Dlanio, and that the William H. Macy was 
solely to blame for the collision. 

2.—The reversal of the order giving the 
respondents liberty. to apply for an order to 
asseas their damage. 

3.—That the appellants may have their 
costs in this Court, and in the Court below, 
and that the respondents be ordered to pay 
the whole of the assessors’ and shorthand 
Writers’ fees in the Court below. 

4—That the appellants inay have such 
further or other relief as the nature of the 
‘case may require or as to the Court may seem 






































just, 
(Signed) J. F. Lowvee, 
Counsel jor the Appellants 
ote.-The appellants desire to be informed | 
of the day to be appointed for the hearing 


of this appeal in hive to. onable them ts 
instruct and be represented by Counsel. 

“The learned advocate also read from the | 
shorthand writer's notes at the hearing of 
the case, and contended that the whole of 
the evidence up to the time the learned 
Fadge: reserved judgment went to show 

‘Anat the lights of the Watiam H. Macy 









were good both before and after .the 
collision, and were burning brightly. The 
Assessors examined the light in question and 
pronounced it a good one, and considered 
it quite unnecessary to test it at night. 
However, after the closing of the case, and 
Defore hie gave judgment, Judge Mowat 
saw some evidence given in a Naval Court 
of Enquiry, which caused him to ask some 
one to experiment with the light. Upon 
several ‘grounds that course was improper. 
First, when the Judge reserved his decision 
the case was closed. His reserving his 
decision was the same thing as if he had 
actually delivered judgment, he was, in 
fact. funetus vfficio, and had’no power to 
receive evidence. On the 18th of Decem- 
bert 1893, exactly the same question arose 
in the case of Major c. Jardine, Matheson 
& Co., reported in the N: rth-China Heald 
of the 22nd December. After the Chief 
Sustice had reserved judgment he (Mr. 
Hanson) applied to be allowed to bring 
further evidence and his Lordship in re- 
fusing the application said: ‘I do not 
see you can come here. You see, although 
I reserved judgment, I might’ have de- 
livered it at the moment and until I de- 
liver judgment I am functus afficia.” 

Mr. Lowder said he presumed their 
Loniships would be of opinion at the end 
of the arguments that the best way to do 
justice in the case would be to order the 

mp (which was in Court) to be tested 
again, and he thought it would save time if 
he made an application to that effect now. 

Mr. Hanson strongly objected to the 
lamp being tested after the Assessors had 
examined and pronounced in its favour, 
and now that all the witnesses were away 
The lamp had been in the hands of un: 
friendly witnesses and at the Naval Court 
of Enquiry and they knew not exactly 
where else. 

After considerable argument on the point 
the Court adjourned for tiffin. 

Upon resuming, 

rr. Lowder, at the request of the Chief 
Justice, addressed himself to the question of 
the lights, stating thatat the trial the matter 
so far as they were concerned was taken out 
of the hands of counsel and referred to the 
Assessors, who gave an opinion, which could 
not be cross-examined upon. Subsequently, 
beforejudgment was delivered,a doubt arose 
in the Judge's mind and he ordered the 
lamp to be tested by another assessor, the 
other two being away. He (Mr. Lowder) 
contended that the Judge's action was the 
only one to be adopted under the circum- 
‘stances. 

The Chief Justice, after further discus- 
sion on the point, sid the Assistant Judge 
‘was strongly of opinion, and he was also of 
opinion, but not so strongly, that the 
most satisfactory course would to 
have the lamp tested as to its visibility at 
the distance laid down by the Regulations. 
For that purpose the case would be ad- 
journed and the Court would appoint 
another Assessor to act in conjunction with 
Captain Street to conduct the test. Counsel 
would receive notice and could be present 
in person or by representatives. 

. Lowder intimated that if the lamp 
failed to come up to the test he should not 
proceed with his appeal. 

‘The Court then rose. 


























“For THE Broop 1s tae Lire.”—If the 
blood is laden with impurities it spreads 
disease as it circulates through the organs of 
the human body—Lungs, Heart, Stomach, 
Kidneys, Brain, Clarke's” World-famed 
Blood Mixture is warranted to cleanse the 
Lidod from all impurities from whatever cause 
‘arising. 1 or Scrofula, Scurvy, Eczema. Bad 
Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples; and 
Sores of all kinds its effects aré marvellous. 
‘Thousands of wonderful cures have been 











| effected by it, Sold everywhere at 2s. 9d. 


‘Beware of worthless - imitations 


‘and sub- 
stitutes, Par 
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THE STRANDING.OF THE EXE, 
eet a ee 
MARINE COURT OF ENQUIRY AT HONGKONG. 

A Marine Court of Enquiry was held’ at 
the Harbour Master’s office yesterday, to 
enquite into the stranding of the British 
steamer Eze, which struck on rocks lying 
off Hongkong Chau on the morning of the 
9th inst. 

‘The Court was composed as follows.:— 
Commander R. Murray Rumsey (Harhour 
Master), president, Staff. Commander...C. 
R. H. Robinson, R.N., (H.M.S. Victor 
Emanuel), Captain J. H. Rinder (master, 
Belgic), Capt. J. A. Morris (master, Chow: 
tai), Capt. H. Pybus (master, Empress of 
Tudia). 

Capt. Pell—I am master.of the British 
steamship Exe. Thold a master’s certificate 
issued at NorthShields on the 14thofFebru- 
ary, 1881, I have been in. command of the 
Exe nearly two. years. We left Hongkong 
at 11.30 a.m. on the 8th of April last bound 
for Saigon in ballast ; the ship was drawing 
15 ft. aft and 9 ft. forward. The weather 


was clearing when I left. We proceeded 
‘between Green Island and Hongkong and 
to the westward of Lamma Island. Off the 


S.W. of Lamma Island we entered a thick 
bank of fog. I slowed down, and kept 
signals going. After a few minutes I turned 
to come back, as the fog was getting denser, 
and after going a few ships’ lengths the 
weather cleared again all round to the north. 
T proceeded again on my course for about 

a mile, when I again entered the fog 
bank. I then. anchored in. Lamma Bay. 
At 4a.m. on the 9th, as it was clearer, I 
Iemn to get under way and a few minutes 
re six o'clock weighed and set course 
S.\V. (mmgnetic) to about 14 miles off Ling- 
Island, when I altered the course to 
south-west by south. I could see the 
islands ; the tops were covered in fog, but 
Iyclow they were clear. When abreast of the 
first island the chief officer reported eleven 
miles Ly the patent log. It was then just 
about 7 a.m. I estimated that I was about 
one or one and « half miles off the island. 
Almost immediately we entered a third 
bank of fog, which covered everything from 
view. I immediately slowed the engines 
and gave instructions to the louk-out. two 
or three minutes afterwards the look-out 
and the chief officer reported “rocks on 
the starboard bow.” This was understood 
on the bridge to be a junk on the star- 
board bow.” The helm was immediately 
placed hard to starboard. T asked what it 
‘was, and the man at the wheel said “a junk 
‘on the starboard bow, sir.” The officer 
then cried out ‘breakers ahead” I: rang 
the telegraph “full speed ahead,” as I eun- 
sidered it the only chance of canting the 
ship quickly, she being light. She im- 
mediately crashed on a rock, bringing the 
rock to'the middle of No. 2 hatchway. 
‘We: at ‘once stopped and reversed, but 
finding she did not come away we stopped 
fhe engines again, Al this time til nearly 
noon the main island was not visible at all. 
We went on a rock about two cables’ 
length from the shore. There was a depth 
of about four fathoms all round the rock 
and seven to: eight fathoms at the stern of 
the vessel ;. three feet‘on the rock on the 
starboard bilge, and eleven feet on the 
port bilge. ‘The second officer ‘was sent 
away shortly after nine o'clock ina junk 
to Hongkong to Feport and get assistive, 
We panies out No.-1 tank in No, 2 hold, 
w had been run-in for ballast, caulked 
up the store roonis aft, and pumpéd water 
into them. About three o'clock in the after- 
noon of the 9th the steamer Petrarch passed 
us and in response to our signals for tugs she 
offered to tow us. We got 4 14-inch hawser 
attached, but owing to the’set of the current 
she had to anchor. She towed for about 
an hour.and a half and pulled us off from 
10 to 15 feet, when the hawser broke. 
‘The captain did not think it safe to stay all 
night and went off to Hongkong to send us 


a ne OF 
assistance, ‘About seven o look the soc a 
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returned with the steam tug Fame 
to enquire what assistance we wanted. I 
immediately wrote to the agents stating 
what was necessary and also to the Com- 
modore. Next morning, the 10th, the 
tug Fume returned, bringing with her 
two junks, in which to put the anchors 
and chains. H.M.S. *wift and the Fame 
then took hold of us, but made no im- 
tree! whatever. They both left about 

f-past seven. Directly after they left 
the steam-tug Dragon came down. She 
had lost us in the fog. As the sea was 
making she lay by us all night. Next 
moming H.M-S. ‘Archer and the Fame 
both came with a new hawser. Each one 
commenced towing. The Archer had diffi- 
culty in getting Hold of us on account of 
the set of the tide. They returned to 
Hongkong again. They did ‘not consider 
it safe to remain all night. In the mean- 
time my ship's bottom had started to 
make water.’ We were able to keep it 
under with the pumps. At noon a nasty 
sea sprang up, At about four o'clock we 
found the tank and starboard bilges were 
giving out; We plugged the rivets and 
holes up with cement. At midnight the 
‘weather took off again. Next morning the 
Archer, the tug boats, and two launches came 
down.’ Each got hold, except the Archer, 
which had great difficulty in getting into 
position. As the Archer was making fast 
the ship came off, We proceeded straight 
to the dock. 

Evidence bearing out the captain’s state- 
ment was given by the chief officer and tho 
man who was steering at the time. 

Robert Palmer was next called atid said 
he had been on the Eze for about. four 
months as an able seaman. He was called 
on the look-out about 6.30 a.m.-on the 9th 
inst. and about a quarter of an hour after- 
wards he reported rocks on the starboard 
bow. He heard the captain give the order 
to starboard the ‘helm. ‘A’ few seconds 
after he reported breakers ahead. The 
chip went elf eb6ub fotir pointe to. port 
before she struck, x 

The following is the finding of the 
Court —The Court his carefully con- 
sidered the circumstances which led to 
the stranding of the vessel 4s laid before 
it in the evidence, and has come to 
the conclusion that the casualty was 
directly due to an error in the position of 
the ship when the last course was set. 
It is of opinion that the estimated 
distance off Lingting was erroneous and 
that in consequence of this error the 
course afterwards set was not a proper one, 
and it considers that the master should 
have taken steps to assure himself of his 
position at that’ time, seeing that the 
circumstances of the weather demanded 
cautiorand also admitted of some such steps 
being taken. ‘The attention of the Court 
is directed to the fact that there was only 
‘one officer on deck besides the captain—the 
chief officer, who was fully employed with 
the anchors and cables. The remaining 
officers were below, having been on deck- 
watch during the night. ‘The Court con- 
siders that the master should have had at 
least one officer with him on the bridge 
under the circumstances. The conclusion 
which the Court finds itself obliged to come 
to is that the ship was not navigated with 
due care which the circumstances of the 
weather demanded, aud therefore it con- 
siders that the captain is deserving of 
censure, but it is not disposed to say 
that this error amounted to such wrongful 
act or default as to cause it to deal with 
his certificate. After the casualty all was 
done that was possible with the object of 
saving the ship, and the officers and crew 
appear to have conducted themselves in a 
satisfactory manner—Daily Press, 23rd 
April. 














A CASE OF NERVOUS PROSTRATION 
RESULTING FROM INDIGESTION. 
Tax say that misery loves company, and 
they have said it so often it has pasced into a 
proverb. Yet it isn't an all-round trath, 
Some kinds of miséry detest company. ‘They 
want to be left alone. They hate to be 
elbowed and questioned and talked to A 

wounded Se wil always crawl i 
retired place by itself. The instinct of badly 
injured men, after a battle, is the same. 
Ailments that are mostly fancy tend to set 
tongues wagging. But, real, genuive and 
dangerous diseases don’t incite to speech. 
Crises which are big with fate usually come 
and go in quiet. ‘ 
‘That is why Mrs. Scuffhain had no desire 
for the society of even her best friends'at a 
certain ti s going to tell us about, 
“Up to April. 1881,” she writes, “I never 
knew what it was to be ill. “At that time I 
began to feel that something was amiss with 
me. I had no relish for my meals, and after 
eating my chest felt heavy and painful, and 
my heart would beat and thump as though 
it meant to leap out of its place. Presently 
T became ‘so swollen round the waist that 
nas obliged to unloose miy clothing a8 I could 
ot bear anything to touch that part of my 











iy. 
+ Even the lightest food ‘gave me pain; a 
ittle fish setting my heart to beating at a 
reat rate, My feet were cold, and cold, 
clammy sweats woufd break out all over m 
leaving me exhausted and Worn out. Al 
night I got n0 ), to speak of, and in the 
thorning I-felt worse tired than when I went 
to bed. I also. siffered a great deal from ny 
feet Using pa vl sore., I could zearcely 
get aout the house. When I went shopping 
{Thad to ride to the town and back as I could 
a few yards. 
rime went’ on I lost my flesh and 
strength more, and gave up hope of ever 
recovering the precidus health I had so sadly 
Jost. I took medicines, aud consulted a clever 
doctor at Derby who examined me and said 
my heart was weak. He also gave mo 
medicines, bat I got only temporary ease from 
them, and in a short time was as bad as 
before. All this time I was 80.nervous and 
deprossed that I had no desire for company. 
On the contrary, I seemed to want to 
alone with my miser} Even a knock at the 
door frightened me, as though I expected bad 
, yet I did not teally. My nerves and 
fancies ran away with my knowledge and 
judgment. Thousands of ttomen who hav: 
offered in this way will understand what 
mean. 
Year after year I remained in this con- 
dition, and what I went through T cannot 
put in words, nor doI wish totry. It will 
siswer the purpose to say that I existed thus 
for eleven and a half years, as much dead 
as alive. I spent pounds on pounds in physic, 
but was nots whit the better for any of it. 

“In October, 1892, a Look was left at our 
house, and I read in it of cases like mine 
being cured by Mother Seigel’s Syrup. I got 
a Bottle from Mr. Bardel, the cher in| 
Normanton Street, Derby, and when I bad 
taken this medicine fora few days, my appetite | 
was better and I had less pais. I kept on 
taking it, and soon my food agreed with me 
and I gained strength. 

* After this I never looked behind me, but 
steadily got stronger and stronger. When I 
had taken three bottles I was quite like a 
new woman. All the nervousness had left 
me, and my heart was sound axa bell. Since 
then I have enjoyed good health, and all who 
know me say my recovery is remarkable. I 
am confident that Mother Sei 
the means, 
soving my 































































igned) 
) Ann Scuffiiam, Cooper's Lane, Laceby, | 
by, May Ist, 1895." 

This letter is endorsed by Mr. Willian: J. 
Tollerton, of the same town. who vouches for 
the truth of what Mre, Scuifham has 
he personally knew of the circumstances of 
her illness at th= time they occurred. No 











comment can adi a jot to the force of this 
open, candid, and sincere commusication, 

hosoever reads it must needs be moved and 
couvinced by it, The disease which filled this 
woman's life with pain and misery for nearly 
twelve years was indigestion or dyspepsia, an 
ailment sly and cunning as a snake in the 
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grass—and as dangerous. Sénd for the book 
of which Mrs. Scuffbam speaks, and'read the 
symptoms in order that_ you may ‘know what 
it is, and bow to deal with it, The book 
costs you nothing, yet it would be worth 
buying és if every leat were hammered gold. 
(1) ap, 1& Smy 175 5 

















‘Miscellaneous Entelligence, 


BIRTHS. 

At the Presbyterian Mission, Chinkiang, 
China, ou the 25th April. the wife of GeorcE 
C. Worra, of a son, 
on the 26th of April, 1896, 
the wife of O. A. Mapax, of a son, 

At No. 3, Szechuen Road, ‘on the 30th of 
April, 1896, the wife of MI. A. SorHer of a 
son, 





MARRIAGES, 

At Munich, on the 10th of Murch, 1896, 
Erxar Bydrxsox, of the LM. Customs, to 
Euisanera Iva Laxces, second daughi 
the late Albert Laxaxn, of Cologni 

On the 25th of April, 1896, at the Trinity 
Cathedral, by the Rev. H.C. Hodges, m.a., 
W. H. Jackson, Manager, Vacuum Oil Co,, 
Shanghai, late of Bombay, ‘to Axre, second 
daughter of William and Anvie Hopasox, of 
Sundefland, Durham, England, 

At Shanghai, on the %th April, at tho 
Holy ‘ ity Cathedral, by the Rev. H. C. 
Hodges, M.A., Routa Geareupe, daughter 
of the ‘ate Captain W. T, Way 10 Jou 
Warr Jaxesoy, of Paku. 

Ou the 28th April, at the Danish Consulate, 
and afterwards at the Cathedral, by the Rev. 
HC. Hodges, M.A, Lit, second daughter 
of Willoughby Poto¥axp to Frepenix Gor- 
pivs Nigisex. No Cards. (Jersey and War- 
wickshire papers please copy.) 

On the 30th April, 1896, at the Iniperial 
German Consulate, by Consul-General Dr. 
Stuebel and afterwards at the Union Church 
by Pastor Heckmann. Lic, Rionann Wrist 

erporx to Ina May, eldest daughter of Capt, 
Wat. Satta, Shanghai. No cai 


DEATH. 

At the General Hospital, Shanghai, on the 

26th April, 1896, Cunistiax Kanpena, aged 
22 year 




























METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 
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PASSENGERS, 
Devanren. 

Per str. Yarra, for Marseilles—Rev. E. 
Bec ,vévort, Messrs. Eckford, Ede, Menard, 
Nichol and’ Cortigm.. For Port Said—Mr. 
Benjamin. For Hongkong—Mesars. J. Stern, 
W. Lister, Santos, Xavier, and Allemio. 

Per str. Saikio Maru, for Nagasaki—Adm, 
Danlop, Mr. and Mra. Beas, Mrs. ‘Sato, 
Messrs. “Korekvta, and ¥. Nishina, For 
Kobe—Mr. and Mrs, Beaman and 2 children, 
Mrs Ch. Parker, Messrs: Kittredge, A. and 
F. Harvey, D. Miller, C. Haworth, H. Turner, 
and B. A’ Wolff, HE. Connt Wydenbrack, 
dnd Baron Achrenthal, For Yokohai 
Baron and Baroness von Seckendorff, Miss 
Mancini, Mrs. Volpicelli; and Mr. R. Shewan. 
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The We. Heraid and S. €. & C. Gasette, 


May 1, 1896. 








For San Francisco—Rev. and Mrs: Price, 
and Mrs, Ortwin. For Shimonoseki—Mr. A! 
W. Bahr. 

Per avr. Natal, for Kobe — Mrs. Odecay, 
Messrs. Haomar, A. Yayat and 3 Chinese. 
For Yokohama—Messrs. M. Agar, Dunbar, 
and Isaac H. Cavy. 

Per str Wuchang, for Tientsin—Messrs. F. 
4S. Sampson, and J. Mansfield. 

Per etr. Poyang, for Hankow—Messrs. J. 
Sampson, Richards, Plummer, Sheffield, H. 
Macray, and Heath. 

Per str. Kiangyung, for Ichang — Mr. 
Oswald H. Davies, For Nanking—Messrs. 
Henry, and Lean 

Ver str. Nyonkin, for Hankow—Meesrs. J. 
F, Rodewald, C, A’ Pallan, A. Muclones, E. 
Karhe, P. A. Crosthwaite, and H. Scblee 
Kiukiang —Mr. 

Pes ste, Tungehon 

Per str. Pekin, for Ningpo - 
Brandt, Hayashida, Sasa, and Baba. 

Per str. Newchreang, for Newehwang—Mrs. 
Fulton und 2 children: 

AxRIVED. 

Per str. Matacea, from London—Messrs. 
Gunther, and Pell. 

Per str. Glengarry, from London—Mr. Me- 
Clavy. 

Per atr, Natal, from Marseilles — Miss 
Guiieburger, and Mr. Ch, Sue, From Suez— 
Mr. and Mrs. Reneroft, Joly, 2 children and 
From Colambo—Mesers. Craven, W. 
W. King. Maltby, and G. Hutler, Drs. Cox, 
and Lowry. From Singapore—Miss Oru 
Mecers. H. Handleman and Yamskueh 
From Saigon—Mr. Le Gal. From Hongkong 
Mra, A. de Souza xnd 4 children, Liew. G 
XH. Griffith, Chesney Duncan, PAbbé 
Lecage, J. J. ister, D. Souza, Turner, 
Stupp, Madrolle, Souza and 3 children, 

Par ate. Yohohama Maru from Yokohama 
—Mra, 






























. W. und Miss Macbride, Mesers. J. 
F. Lowder, R. 8. Freeman, and R. Finch, 
From Kobe — Messrs. K. ‘Fujino, and C. 
Kobayashi. From Nagasaki - Mré, Smith, 
Rev. TS. Tyng, Messrs, Fairhurst, N A. 
Croker, Johnwell, C Benjamin, Lemen, 
and D. Masaki, 

Ver ate, Saghali 
K. Tweed. Fron 
Messre. Ballard, Matthews, C. 
H. Campbell, and Kxjima, 

Per ste. Choysang, from Won :kong—The 
Honorable Fai, Mr., Mrs., Misses, and Master 
Richards. 

Per str. Fushun, from Hongkong and Ca 

Mr. and Mrs Yam and servant, Mr. 
and servants 

Per atr, Nanyang, from Hongkong—Messrs. 
E Zobel, and Th. Ruff. 

Per str. Lienshing, from Tiensin — HE. 
Count Wydenbruck, Capt. Raron Archrenthal, 
Mossrs. Rosthorn, (2) Oliver, and Thomson. 

Per str. Kutwo, from Hankow — Mr. and 
Mrs, Dickson, Capt. Palmer, and Mr. Knud- 
fon, 
edtt tt Haeting, from Chefoo—Miss Cham- 

ere, 

Per atr, Kiangyu, from Hankow—Mrs. Ivy 
and child, Mr. and Mrs. Whitehouse, Messrs. 
L. Spitzcl, Leone, E. Whitehouse, and ‘T. 
Harris. 

Per atr, Hocan, from Tieutsin and Chefoo 
—Mr, Vosy-Bourbon, 

Ver str, Tientsin, from Swatow and Amoy 
Mrs, MeGowan and child, Mrs, and Misses (2) 
Suenson, 

Per str. 1. Cores de Vries, from Hankow— 
Mr, and Mrs. Cambell. 

Per etr. Haeshin, from Foochow—~Dr, and 
Mrs, Kinnear and’3 children, Messrs. Chur- 
chill, Bathgate, Fipps, Bland, ond Yamagu- 
chi, 

Per str, Shengking, from Ningpo — Mr. 

ledge. 

Per str. Poyang, from Hankow—Messrs. 
Holmstrom, Bickerton, and Finney. 

Per ett. Raifong, from Newchwang—Mr. 
and Mrs. Hosit and'son. 

Per str, sang, from Tientsin—Mrs. South- 
cott. 

Per str. Tehhsing, from Hankow—Messrs, 
HL R. Bostwick, J. A. Parsons, C. Narahara, 
and S. Chinds. 

Per str. Wuchang, from Tientsin and Che- 
foo Mrs, Dunbar, and Mr, Ochiroff. 

Per str. Kiangtern. from Ningpo— Mr. and 
Mrs. Moule, Messre. F. A. Smith, Mortensen, 
and H. A. Colliue. 

Per str, Xiangyung, from Hankow — Mr. 
























































—Mr. Schiirch and family. 


and Master John Watson, 


Per str. Fungshun, from Toogku and Chetoo| PRICE or tHe NORTH-CHINA HERALD 


and &, 0. C. GAZETT E.—Per Ane 
Six Months, Taels 6.50. 


Per str. Pekin, from Ningpo—Mr. Wong. | num, Taels 12 












Per str. Sual, from Hankow—Br. Emilian.} Three Months, 3.50—all payable in ad- 
From Nanking—Mr. 8. Altschul. | vince. Credit price, Tls. 13.15 per Annum, 
Per str. Ngankin, from Hankow—Mr. and Subscriptions will be consideresl as renewed 





Mrs. Hayman and child, Mrs. Abbey, Miss| unless notice to the contrary be given before 
Staunton, Bishop Coqset, Messrs. Dubail,! the expiry of the current term. 
Schmidt, and Vine. | SUBSCRIPTIONS received, and Single 
Per str. Chiyuen, from Swatow and Amoy! ~ Copies sold, by Mesers, Sree? & CO., 
—Miss Southey, Mrs. England and family. | 30, Cornhill, 
Per str. Kiangtern, from Ningpo—Misses "LONDON (#.0.) 


Dowling, and Watson, Dr. and Mrs. Grant, | 
Mr, avd Mrs. Cossum, Mr. and Mrs. Warner, | = Advertisements will be repeated untese 
ronntermanded, 


























and Mrs. Smith, and Mr. Lowder. 


MILKMAID 


BRAND 


ONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 


purposes. 





Uh April, 1895. 
Don’t 


use 
BOILED 
SOAPS 
for the 
TOILET, 





96147 





@ » 





VINOLIA SOAP 


18 A REFINED Soay. 
Tt keeps the complexion fresh 
and clear, 
No ther simp has received ¢ 
such high awards and reports as 


VINOLIA SOAP. 
Dow 














't economise at the expense of your complexion. 







FOR ITCHING 




















FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 
FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 
FOR ITCHING S| FACE SPOTS 
: BLONDEAU aC / 
FOR ITCHING ONDON Depéte. FACE SPOTS 
Pind Road, 
FOR ITCHING CONDON | FACE SPOTS 
For Iteking Sunburn, 
FOR ITCHING Inscet Bites.Ras| FACE SPOTS 











‘The Editor « Baby” reports. acne spots on the face it is undoubtedly efficacious 
frequently healing eruptions and reinoving pimples in a few days, It relieves itebing at once.” 
VINOLIA SOAPS:—All prices, VINOLIA SHAVING STICKS and CAKES and 

‘VINOLIA POWDER (for the Complexion.) 


13j0-96 154 14th June, 1895, 
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MACFARLANE’S CASTINGS 


GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES. 


Macfarlane’s Coxpvcror Pires, for Rain-water, Stove, 
Drain, Soil, and Ventilating purposes. Plain and 
Ornamental. 

Macfarlane's Eave Gurters, for Rain-water, Building 
Cornices, Boundary Walls, Sheds, Valley Roofs, Water 

onduits, de. 

Macfarlane's Terursats, Fistats, Crosses, Ba 
Waisnaevanes, Fiac-stares, Beirnies, &c., 

Macfarlane’s Ramrsc, Crestisc, Barcostes, Fatrzy, 
“Avtar, Sones, GauuEny Frosz, and Tost Rats, &c. 

Macfarlane's Cotusss, Prasters, Brackens, SrANDRILS, 
‘Veraxpaus, Porcus, ARtours, CONSERVATORIES, &e. 

Macfarlane'’s Lawe Pitians, Stasvarps, and BRACKETS, 
Sor Streets, Squares, Gateways, Stations, Bridges, dc. 

Macfarlane's Darsaixe Foustatss, for Streets, Schools, 
Suares, Parks, Gardens, Stations, Harket-placs, de 

Macfarlane’s Urisats asp Warer Ctostrs, in Cast Iron, 
for Streets, Courts, Schools, Railways, Factories, Public 
Works, and Institutions. 

Ornamental Coustructive Iron Work of every 

Description. 

TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Electric Light Pillars, Brackets and Wire Ways, Numerous 
Heights and Designs to Suit the Different Requirements. 
STABLE FITTINGS—Plaiit and ornanental~A SPECIALITY. 
Iilustrated Cotalogues, Price Lists and Estimates on 
Application. 

WALTER MACFARLANE & Co, 
Architectural, Sanitary & General Ironfounders, 

GLASGOW, SCOTLAND. 

m— 3lde-96 167 2ist January, 1896, 
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MMMM 
Cheap and Good Lubricating Oils. 


WELLS’ H.B. MACHINERY AND ENCINE OIL, 
A. good Heavy-Bodied Nos-Clogging Oil for Ordinary Machines, 
Mafine Engines, and General Purposes OA Te ee Galioks 


WELLS’ PALE MACHINERY AND LOOM OIL. 
A good Light, Long-Lasting a z ‘if ‘ing, 
‘Teklfe Machinery, nui Agricstural Work °"" "Ts sdlper Galles: 


MARVEL CYLINDER OIL. 


A reliable Lubricant for Land, Marine and Mill Cylinders, Engine Pumps. Be. 
Lis. 6d. per Galion, 
Foo.b. ENGLISH PORT in Export Drums. SPECIAL MERCHANT TERMS. 
Established 1868. MI, WELLS & Co., 


Hardman Street O11 Works, 





Health for a Shilling, 


BY THE USE OF 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS! 


‘our Liver be sluggish take Holloway # 

ills, . Should your Stomach be deranged, 
these Pills, if taken, will act like a charm. 
Is your Blood’ impure ? here again is your 
remedy. 

Jn the hand-to-hand straggle for existence, 
in the present day, good health is everythin, 
when it is lacking all enjoyment is excluded, 
and ‘competency is too often reduced to 
poverty.  Holloway’s purifying, digestive, 
and laxative Pills are admirably adapted for 
restoring soundness to invalids, whose func- 
tions are so feebly or irregularly performed 
life itself seem most precarious. The S 


we 

















has its many maladies removed by a j 
use of the Pills,--the torpid Liver 
by them to active secretion,—the 
are kindly encouraged to greater activity.— 
the Bowels are gently stimulated, and every 
other organ subservin, sstion is placed at 
its natural standard and better fitted for its 
duties. 

‘The old, the young, the rich, the poor, 
whether soldier or civilian, who may suffer 
from the consequences arising from over in- 
dulgence at the table or otherwise, will find 
that, if health can possibly be restored, these 

tent Pills (taken according to the printed 

irection) will prove their infallibility. 




















The Friend to All. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT. 


Has there ever been a malignant sore, an 
old ulcer, or a wound of any kind to which 
this unrivalled ‘Heal all” has been applied 
in vain ertainly not,” answer grateful 
thousands, Even those ulcerous sores arising 
from nameless causes which sap the very 
existence of the young and strongest, and 
which a course of Mercury can never cure, 
always yield to the influence of this renowned 
Ointment, whew preservingly used in con- 
junction with the Pills. : 

For aches or pains, contracted and stif 
joints,—for coughs and colds (which latter 
often settle upon the chest, producing fatal 
consequerices) let the afflicted parts be effec- 
tually rubbed with the Ointment, as salt is 
into meat, and a certain cure will only be a 








question of time and patience. 


TTT TT TTT TTT TTL 





MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
(Manufacturers of HighClass Lubricants for all Industries.) 


Correspondence Invited with First-Class Firms for 
‘SOLE ACENCIES IN THE TREATY PORTS, == 


HUUUANEUOOLAUUNG0UTEUEONEUGEEUN Og UaneAUeeE LEE 


EMM 


FTTEGRPA Mah fe yang-honz. 


ona 


Shanghai Agent: 


Mr. JAS. ALEX. HARVIE, 
6th March, 1896, 





Crosse & Blackwell’s, Ltd, 


Pickles, Sauces, Jams, Jellies, 


Tart Fruits, Potted Meats, 


Preserved Fish, Soups, Game, 
Sausages, Hams, Bacon, and 


Gheese 


May be obtained of all Storekeepers throughout India, 


SPECIAL AGENTS FOR 


LEA & PERRINS’ WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE. 


—v-a-w— F 30.p-97 1036 


‘st May, 1896, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


The H.C. therald and S. ¢. & C. Gazette. 


May 1, 1896. 








NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS. 


Subscription Tls. 24 per annum. 


HUPAO (CHINESE DAILY NEWS ) 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD 


axD 


SUPREME COURT & CONSULAR 
GAZETTE. 


Subscription Tls. 12 per annum. 


A RESUME of China news pub-| 
lished on the departure of each | 
mail for Europe. It has a large! 
circulation amongst persons in- 
terested in and connected with the 
Far East, and thus offers great 
advantages to advertisers of Home 


Products. 

AGENTS: 

Loxpox :—Messrs. Street & Co., 30, Cornhill 
(EC.); Agence Mitchell, 12 & 13, Red Loin 
Court, Flect Street ; Mr. F. Algar, 11 &12, 
Clement's Lane; Messrs. Bates, Hendy & 
Go., 37, Walbrook ; Messrs. Clarke, Son & 
Platt, 85, Gracechurch Street; Messrs. 
Cowie & Co., 17, Gresham Street; Mr. 
Samuel Descon, 150, Leadenhall Street; Mr. 
Henry Sell, 167, Fleet Street ; Mr. W. M 
Wills, 151,’Cannon Street. 

Pants:—Messrs, John F. Jones & Cie., 31bis., 
‘Faubourg-Montmartre. 

Genmaxy :—Messrs. G. L. Daube & Co., 
Frankfort o/Maine. 

New York & Artaxio Porrs:—Mr. J. 
Srewant Harrrn, 52, West 22nd Street. 

Sax Fraxoisoo (Cat.):—Mr. L. P. Fish 
21, Merchants’ Exchange, California Street. 

Messrs, Gordon & Gotch. 

‘Messrs, Norton, Hargrave &Co. 

‘Messrs. MacEwen, Frickel & 

Queen’s Road. 

Kone :—Mr. J. M. Mur. 

Youowana :—Messrs, Lane, Crawford & Co. 

Nacasagt:—Mr. R. Norman, Rising Sun, 




























NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
No. 59 (Srectat). 


CHINA SEA. 
SHANGHAI DISTRICT. 
WOOSUNG INNER BAR. 


Old Bar Channel blocked 
Mark and Lights for 
discontinued. 

Feima Channel clear. 

Intended change in signal 
ling depth on Bar. 


OTIUB is hereby given. that the 

S. 8. Onto lies cunk near the middle 

Gf the deep channel below the Wonsung 

Toner Bar, with her bow uearly in the line 
of the Old'Bar Marks, 

‘The wreck is: marked by.a Chineso boat 
showing a red fag by day aud treo red lights 
iin n-vervioul-line byt ‘ 

The Old Bar Marke and Lights have 
been discontinued, and until further notice 
the dep'h onthe Woosung Inner Bar-will 
aot be rignalled during night time. 
ims Channel is clear, 

wfter the 10th Mxy, 1896, and. 

ammtil further notice, the signals at the 
‘Woorang Signal Station? will the 
depth of water'in the Feima-Ghanm 


A; M. BISBEB, 




















GOLD MEDAL, 


B E, Health Exhibition, London. 


FOOD ror 
INFANTS, 


tablished a repu- 
INVALIDS, and the AGED. 


tation of its 
own.” 
Delicious, Nutritive, Digestible. 


Brrist 
Mapicat, 
Journat. 


Benger's Food is sold by A. S. Watson & Co., Lté,, 24, Nankin Road, and Branches, and 
Mactavish & Lehmann, Ltd,, Shanghai; and by leading Chemists, etc., everywhere, 











—oaw—F 31ja07 tf 239 Ist February, 1896, 
OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 
1S NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 


ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 
and Export Oilmen generally. 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors | S : UCE 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. | 


OUTSIDE WRAPPER 
of every Bottle of the 
Worcester ; 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; ‘ 
Blmy-96 1316 


aw Sist May, 1895, 








Goast Inspector. 
Mfeopetial Miuritimio Customs, 
Coast Inepector’s Ofice, 
Shanghai, 90th April, £896. 1030 7my 


JAVA POWDER: 


= go EVERVWiEpe LARGE ASSORTIENT OF 


PERFUMERY PUT UP INTHE LATEST. 





1th Sept., 1895, 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 


(From Messrs. Nod, Murray Co. Piece Goods. Trade Report of 30th April.) 


PIECE GOODS.—The market has been quieter this week, but certainly steady, the advance that has taken place in the SrArEs, for 

anything for delivery in fairly reasonuble time checking the demand in those makes, while the relatively higher cost of  Mascmecren 

ds is curtailing ‘business in that direction. ‘The money market is decidedly easier and the relief thus afforded has been clearly 

shown by the improvement in deliveries, it is still, however, abnormally high and Copper Cash remains very dear. ‘The Native 

uthorities are supposed. to be taking steps to alleviate this stringency, but the extensive coinage operations they are said to have 

in contemplation make no visible progress. For current requirements the demand is still insufficient to cause the dealers to go much 

outside their own holdings, consequently transactions, in MaNcnesten makes especially, have been mostly of a retail nature, but 

generally cover replacing cest, as holders are firm. For all Cottons, with the exception of 8.4-Ibs. SHIRTINGS, prices at Auction ‘hat 

ruled fairly stendy, and these latter are the most unsatisfactory to deal with privately. Best White Shirtings are still in good reque: 
further orders also going forward at full rates. 


‘The markets at Trextstx and Newcnwase are active, but at'the latter Port the dealers do not seem to take kindly to the new 
tem of cash payments which is being introduced. Stocks are not heavy, especially at the former Port, and there is every promise of 
‘a brisk business in the near future. Shipments for the River’ Ports are-going -on. freely, which speaks well for those markets. ‘The 
terrible disaster that befell the s.s. Onwo eatly this morning at WoosuNc has cast a gloom over the community. She carried a fair 
cargo of miscellaneous Piece goods, which no doubt will have to be replaced. 














MaNonester keops very steady, Cotton remaining at 43. The markets in the States are fed to be up about throe pence, 
but thls appear to be more on acsount of the heavy engagements entered into for the next few months, very easy terms being obtainable 
for deferred delivery. 


Locan, Ispustay.—The tremendous deviand for bricks here at present, owing to the large number of buildings being erected, was 
evidently never anticipated by some of the Mill promoters, and is likely to delay the work very considerably. 


Grey Shirtings.—8.4-lbs,—Business is on quite a retail ecale still, transactions not, being more than 8,000 pieces all told—Blue Large, 
Fagle S1.45, Red Fish $1.65, Red Swan $1.70, Green Lion and Flay $1.80, Red Tea Caddy ¥2.10 aud Pigs Head ¥2.20. Holders fr.d 
these goods hard to move, and Auction prices continue to fall awa 
Light Weights.—A sale of G-lbs, Dog is mentioned at'F0.85. Prices steady at Auction. 
Heavy Weighte.—Sales of nearly 30,000 pieces are in the book, including —Blue Drayon and 6 Women and ditto. and 7 Boys 72.424, 
and Blue Dragon anit 5 Olt Mex $2.75, also Fire Bat DD on private terms. Prices wt the public sales keep ateady. 
J2-lbs, 36-inch.—There is not so much doing, the only sales mentioned being s few Horse chop at 52.80 and Double Stork at 
V2.87}. ‘The market apprare to be firm, 

White Shirtings.—A small bu steady enguiry continues, sales being reported of about 12,000 pieces, namely—Gold Woman and Phaniz 
"£205, Green Cock $2.07, Blue 2 Stag ¥2 31, Gold 2 Stag 42.90 and Blue Round Dragon $3.75, Farther contracts have be en made for 
the best makes, Auction prices were slightly irregular this morning, but on the whole do not show much change. 

P-Oloths, The oly sale that is announced is 5,00 pieces 82-inch, Four Man and Horee chop at T.274 to utive. Auction prices without 
much change. 

Jeans,—English.—Small cales of Sin-wo Beaver at $2.05 and Tiger and Tree at 2.36 are mentioned. 

Drills —Eygtish—A few Sine goods, under « Woman chop, changed hands at 3.25, and beyond tho small lote.at Avucton is ll that fe 
reported. : 

American. —It is said that some further purchases have been made for this market but it is not easy t) obtain parti 
Prices are slightly bigher io the Starzs for anything for delivery within reasonable time. a783 obtada pastlodlare. 
heetings.—There is nothing doing in English beyond the small Auction lots, but in American sales of 23,000 pier; 

sae epck, oF neat arrival namely :-—dupeata Orescene aud Phenix’ 33 07h, Appleton Lion at 3.0 and Start Liew R395 cen oc acy 
in-about 6 months, 10,000 pieces of a common Cloth, Horse Dragon chop, at $2.83, and about 1,500 bales. of the Northern Alills 
production. 

Cotton Yarn.—Zuglish.—There is a demand for 2-fold Spinnings but available cargo is scarce’ 

Japanese.—The market is decidedly weaker and sellers are pressing sales, as the stock is accumulating, ata reduction of ¥2 00. 
Tudian.—What with the high rate of native interest and the improvement in the Rupeo Exch, y i 
appearance, a fair demand being met at a decline ofa balf to one tael per bale, Settlements amount ts 466 bales me ihn ee 
No. 10s., 100 bales—Jamsked Ring 357 and Currimbhoy Ring ™59. 
“No. 16s., 640 bales—A Calcutta Mill $64, Hongkong 854, Jadoujee $60}, China Mill $663/8.6}, Ahmedab rien 
Howard 683, Western India. ¥69/683, and Framjee Petit $698/604. ah oe Be Fie Ceres and, 
No. 20s., 1,715 bales. Empress and Anglo Indian Mule $654, Damodah Lakmid ss $668, Mahaluzchmi 67, Imperial 673166}, 
Hindostan, Vithaldas and China Mast Mill 67}, Ripon, Mole and James Greaves F68/678. pat Toh, ; 4 
Tea Carrier $694, Anglo Indian, Mule and Haband nad Bulleagh 270° VE, Star of India, Ring ¥8, Motitatt $694, 
The se. Malacca haa brought up 4,194 bales, which includes about 2,000 bales under vontracts, 

Fancy Goods.—Thare is nothing of importance to advise. ‘The dealers still desire to ple.ce orders, but aro trying to get. thom i 
which is proventing business going through in many cases, but at the same time quite a fair peevaitg mast hovel id Mfooe slusgstier ot 
all kinds of miscellaneous makes and desigos. 

Woollens.—Privately a few Casners have been contracted for at $11.75 and T14.00, At Auction these goods have agai 
the-demand slacking offas the hot weather approaches. Loxo Euts have beer, offered more freclyeaod ove ale inchoed te fee! 


Lastixas wont a shade lower and most chops of Spasisi Sraires at a further decli 
change of the season and should be offered in smaller quantities, iecline of nearly 5%, these goods are also affected by the 












































Metal and Miscellaneous.—From Mr. Alex. Bielfeld’s Report of Ist May :—Business has not yet improved to any extent worth 
commenting on, interest has ruled very high and in consequence deliveries have been restricted; at the moment the native mone} 
market is easier, but still rates are not low enough to encourage buyers to purchase freely. Home markets remain steady, outward 
feeights are reported as advancing all round, and from all accounts trado in Burope is prosperous aad the immediate outlook good, 
this side values for stock have dropped in sympathy with hard monty, but asimportess are not, inclined te give. way. the fall 
nominal and only affects those forced 
15 percent. loss to realise cash, but this has not been a general movement. 

‘Leap is quoted locally at $5.15, “ spot,” with nothing doing. 

Tnos.—Neiltods have been offored by natives at £2.35, “to arrive,” but without result, Makers are sai to be fairly well employed 
and got ready to give prompt delivery: 

Pio Inox.—Redcar, No. 4, and also, No. 3, have been sold at 59s. and 62s. 64. respectively 

Banwoo Sraet.—Works are fully. employed and unable to take further contracts for delivery before October, so that rates may be 
expected to harden on this side, 

Corres any Yeuuow Merat. cases Sheathing, 14/32, have been sold at ¥24.25, and 33 cases Mitntz Yellow 
Motal 10/32, at $20.50, both ex stock.. Sales have been made in other brands of Yellow Metal during the last fortnight at 
various rates from $19.50 for. 14/32-to $19.75 ex stock. For future arrival natives still need to come up in their ideas of prices. 

Oxp MareRtat.—300 tous Scrap Iron has been contracted for and contracts have also been settled for Boiler Plates, Steel Plate 
Cuttings, ete. 

Cant Tass have been sold at £1.75, ex godown, for inferior assortment. 

Suxpaiss.—Indent business is said to be quiet, and judging from transactions in “Spot” cargo the report is fairly correct: 


Opium.—Closing quotations :—Malwa (new) £535, (old) $550/385 ; Patna £550, (new) $520; Bonares $565, (new) F514. 





ite 


On 
Place goods on the market, “Natives, however, have been selling in several instances at 10 to 
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Kerosene Oil.—Tbe better tone which has recently been observable in this staple continues, it was believed during the week that the 
prices would go much higher on account of the small stock, and the news which was received of the burning of the vessel C. R. Flint 
Which left New York on 13th March with about 100,000 cases Devoes for this port. Market closing strong at £1.75 for Devoes, and 
$1,673 for Batoum. Stocks :—American 75,000 cases, and Batoum 90,000 cases. 





EXPORTS. 
Silk. —From Messrs. Cromie and Burkill’s Circular of 30th April :—London advices to 28th current quote Blue Elephants 10/6, and a quiet 


market. me : - a 
Raw SILK. —Prices are unchanged but there is a little better feeling in the market.—Transactions are on a fair scale considering the 


ime of year. 
Hime ea crttts.—About 500 bales have changed hands at quotations. 
‘Taysaams.—Some 60 bales 9/12 Moss have been settled, but stocks of Coarse Silks are small. 
‘Ry-RSELS AND FitarcREs.—There has been some demand for China Filatures, Haineens, 


Yuxtow Si.xs —Very little doing. 
Arrivals.—As per Customs Returns from 23ra to 29th current 326 bales White, 44 piculs Yellow and 162 bales Wild Silks. 


Tx Waste Sizk aNp Poxoxes.—We hear of no business. 


Purchases include :—Tsarzees.—Red Pagodah at £4073, Mountain 3 at £380, Bird Yuenling at £350, Bird Seeling at ‘330, Silver 
Double Elephant at $3233, Gold Kiling at $3182, Blue Phenix at £3074, Chen Tar Chayling at $290. HaNecuow Tsatixes.—Lanping 
Lily Flower at £302}. Taysaass.—9/12 Moss Double Rutterfly 2 at £300, do. Green Stork 4 at $251}. Fivarure,—Gold Pheasant 
‘Haining B at £480, Market Chop at F415 a F425, Wrip Suux.—Szechuen Tussah Raw at T1124, 









over 100 bales are going forward, 

















1895-96, 1894-95. 1893-94. 1892.93, 1891-92, 1890-91. 
Settlements for this mail ........about 1,000 1,000 500 1,500 500 600 bates, 
. yy season includ- 
ing forward contracts 1 75,000 63,500 73,500 75,500 67,200 63,000, 
12,000 4,500 5,500 0 9,000 3,500 |, 
» 87,000 73,000 79,000 ‘000 76,200 71,500 3} 
§ Including old Silk. 

Memo: White Silk to Europe averages P. 0.80 per bale. Memo: Yellow Silk to Asia averages P, 1.25 per bale, 

oo America yy 1.00 yy Wid ,, 1.00 o 
Yellow ,, ;, Europe , 1.00, 


* England, * France, dc, Total Europe. America, India de Lgyp!. Coast & Straits, Grand Total. 








Export White Silk... « 98,574 41,012 9,475 2,377 2,013 54,877 bales, 
Yellow 4,323 4,323 9 5,022 1,295 10,649, 
» Wild 7,987 8,230 252 2 18t 8,665, 








9,736 7401 (3,489 7419, | 
5,885 6,898 66,788, 
4,074 9,235, 73,071, 
LET 49,116 pial 





Agminst in 1894-95 








* 1893-94 





Export Waste Silk 





Against in 1894-95 ” 
Export Cocoons 935 HS 
Against in 1894-95 .. 569 i: 





Many shipments a1 1, Marseilles or London, 
‘Also 448 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London. 


















» 3,468", » » Continent. 
3,916 
Bxchange.— (Closing Rates}—On London Telegraphic Transfers, Js, Od. Banks Bills, demand, 26. Ofd, | Banks Bills 4 months 
sight, 3s. Od. First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 months’ sight, 3s. gd. ; 6 months’ sight, 3s.'1d. Private and Documentary 
months? sight, 38. 1d. ; 6 months? sight, 3s. 14d. On Frauce—Lank Bills, demand, Fes. 3.83; Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 mon 
fight, 3.81, 6 months’ sight, 3.88, On Germany—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, Marks 3,14, lowest 3.13, highest 3 
On New York—Credits and’ Documentary Kills, 4 months’ sight, £132, lowest 1324, highest 1514. 'On Hongkong—Telegraphic Transl 





"$72, lowest 72, highest 724 per $100; Private Bills, 3 days’ sight, ¥712, lowest 71g, highest 713. On Yokohama—Telegraphic 
Trausters F78, ‘lowest 79, highest 73 per $100. Private Bills, 13 days! sight, 725, lowest 724, highest 724. On Bombay and 
Golcutta—Telegraphic Transfers, Rs. 2073, lowest 257, highest 259 per $100 Bank Bills, demand, Rs. 253, lowest 2574, highest 259. 
Bullion—Gold Bars, Shanghai, 98 touch, £317.50, lowest 316.00, highest 317.5. Silver Bars, $111.15, lowest 111.10, highest 111.20. 
Mexican dollars, $72.775, lowest 72.775, highest 73.1. Carolus dollars, £96.00, lowest 95.00, highest 96.00 nom. Copper Cash 1,200, 
lowest 1,190, highest 1,210 per tael. Chinese Interest, mace 3.0, lowest 2.0, highest 6.00. Bar Silver in London, per oz, 3lqis, lowest 
31, highest 31%. 









Darty Qvoratioss. 
(From Messrs Morriss, Fergusson & Robertson's Circular.) 













































































site os | Fmaxcr, | |G joan |E8DIA- 
o7 in| oe ERIE | é 
L'don.} ‘r/Transfers. | Dank 4 m/s, | Credits 4 m/s. Docty. | Frames 4 mje. | 4 yr | t/t 
‘Transfers. | Tank 4 m/s, | Credits 4 m/s. | Docty. 4 m/s. mart A es T/T | Rp 
April. Lowest. Highest.| Lowest. Highes . Highest. Lowest. Highest. re 
25th.) BL | 3.08 3.08 3.03 | 3.03 3.86/3.87: 3.13 73° | 957 
Q7th......[8/re | 3.04 — 3.02 BOg 3.05 3.87/3.88 3.14 73 | 258/59 
3.08 3.08 31 al 3.88/3.89 3.15 73 | 2 
3.0R 31 31 5. 3.88/3.89, 3.15 73 
3.08 3.0f 3.0F 3.1 (3.86/3.87 3.87/3.88| 314° 2B 









3.04 





H 








Shares.—From Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.'s Report Ist of May :— 

repeTeely owing to the tightness of money among the Chinese, there has been a desire to sell shares, but there is not much business to 
* — Baxxs.—Honghong d: Shanghai Banking Corporation.—A ester 5 i 

port the mates as steady at 185 per cet, prentiam. National Bank of China State re ofetog argon Hongkong telegrams 





Saurrix¢.—Indo-China S. N. shares have been placed locally at ¥49 and $48 cash, and from Hongkong at 
% F 1S fc 
Angust delivery. ae eke tA i sOnwo aoe ot ses 20 hava Core the market much, now that Soe etlcment of the abt alta, is 
" ut ig Caton on Maceo aon pres 'o Hongkong was made at $33.25, and shares are wanted at the same rate, 
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Docks.—Shares in Boyd & Co. have been placed at $205, and S. C. Farnha: ‘$200, F202)" 
and $205. Hongkong & Whampoa Dock shares are offering at 193 per eae =. of Oni saree Rave been phoed 8 S100, a 
Marie IxsvRaxce.—Business is confined this week to Unions at $212}, and Fangtwes at $153. The két for the latter e 
wreak with sellers at $150, |The local Companies interested in the Ono. are ihe Chins Benders, the North-Okina, the Union, the, Yongiee™ 
Canton. ‘The otiver Companies known to rested are the South British, the Commercial Uni i i 
‘The value of the cargo fs estimated at £100,000, of which 00,000 are insurel. Sn” ne commerciat Union, and some Chinese Comps, 
Fine Issuraxce.—There is no business to report. Hongkong quotes sellers of Honglongs at $3374, and buyers of Chinas at $934, 


Wuarrs.—Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf shares have been placed at $1273 and $130 for June delivery. loon 
and Godown shares.are offering at $48. ® ihe saa te aaa 
Carao Boats.—Shanghai Cargo Boat shares have changed hands at $200. 
Svoans.—Perak: Sugar Cultivation shares have been sold at $43} and $44. Th b time. Ghinas and Lai ing? 
without finding purchasers, either here or in the South. i ave an Marisa ner -iig Wad Heamaee or tring 
Laxs.—Shanghai Land Investment shares, with $30 paid up, have been sold at $60. A few fully paid up shar fering at $81. 
Hongiong Land Investrent shaces were placed locally at $71 and to. Hongkoog at$ilh. ‘They arewanted’ 
Facrorrss.—Business has been confined to Laou-bung-mow Cotton shares at $75, with three calls paid up. The fourth call of $25 was 
ue yesterday, and we now quote the shares as fuily paid up. 


MIscELLANEous.—Shanghai Waterworks shares were placed at $235. In Tobacco shares, business was done in Sumatras at £110, 
‘F1124 and $115 for cash, #115 for 12th May, and for 31st May at ¥112}, £115, and $120. Langkats were placed at $730 cash and $75 
for May delivery. ‘The market is now weak with sellers. Shares in A. S. Watson & Co, have changed hands at $12.75, 














[Nomihal Rate of | 





















LOANS, Amount of Loan. Outstanding. Tale Intesest,|\When Payable, ater 
Shonghai Mun, Debentures—Issue] 885} F100 7% | Dee. & June. 
Do. 1888| i006 % Do. 
Do. 1890} si00' 6% Do. 
Do. 189) x10; 54% Do. 
Do. 1892) s100, 5% Do. 
Do. 1893) 100! 53% Do, 
Do. 1894) Fl00; 62 Do. 
Do. 1895 F100! 5 Do. 
Lycoum Theatre Debentures vet '€17,000.00 #25; °4% | 24 July 1895 
Chinese Imp. Government Loan 1886 | $767,200.00 5250! 7% | Mar. & Sept. | “(g) 
Shanghai Land Inv.Co, Debentures, 1890) 250,000.00 100. 6% | May& Nov. | (@) 5. ¥110,00 
Do. Do. 1892) $250,000.00 100 54% | June& Dec. | () &. 105.00 
Do, Do. 1894] 250,000.00 | 250, F100, 0% | Mar. & Sept. | (9) 5. 5110.00 
Shanghai Waterworks Co, Debentures/94] £100,000.00 (100,000.00 3100) 6% | Mar. & Sept. | (9) 4. F112.56 
Do. s+ P96} 100,000.00 ‘100,000.00 | F100! 5% | June & Dec. : $100.00 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co. 5, 340,000.00 40,000.00 MD] OZ | uve & Des. | to) ds 110.00 








AUCTION SALES. 
Auctions tor the week ending 30th April, 1886, com 







con 
Por the mer. tr oh, 


sun PO& against 252 pos, and 





2 meek. 
14,480 por. aga 
5,700 ow 
1,880 5, 


165 5 ow 





aoa 14,930 pes. 
580 
ano 3 


Grey Shirtings. 
Vhite Shirtings 











Turkey Re: oe “ 








cCoTrTon GOODS. 
At Nie-kee, 25th inst.— 
Black Velvets.—204 piec 
At Bawo, 29th inst. — 
Grey Shirtings.—4-Ibs.—500 pieces : Red Peacock 30.814 
$.4-1bs. —1,8 18; Blue Grab £1.743/753, Red Tea Caddy 2.073/08, Blue Bell XX 2.074, Blue Tea Caddy DDD 2.19, 
Blue 2 Tea Caddy $2.29. 
10-Ibs.—1,250 pieces: Red Orab $2.29/294, Blue do. ‘¥2.833/34, Blue Tea Caddy DDD 2.58/58. 
‘White Shirtings,—Fine.—450 pieces; Red Dragon $2.78, Blue Dragon ¥3.413, White Dragon £3.69}, Phaniz BL 2.86}, 
do, GM $2.92, do, DN'$3.05, do. EO '$3.47, do. EP 3.413. 
‘White Irishes.—100 pieces; 2 Oar'$2.80. 
P-Cloths,—7-Tbs.—800 pieces ; Feather $1.333/34, Man and Elephant 1.423. 
Drills. — Bnglish—-14-Ibs.—168 pieces ; Blue Demi Lion $2.44/45, Tiger and Tree OD $2.91, do. MDD 2.99, do MDH 3.004 
Jeans. —8-lbs.—200 pieces ; Tiger and Tree F2.343135. 
Turkey Reds.—480 pieces; Mandarin 24-Ibs, $1.22, do. 23-Ibs. F1,28/303, do. 3-lbs. $1.40. 
White Lenos.—5-reed.—240 pieces ; Dragon £1.924, Red Dragon ¥2,10. 
White Muslins.—800 pieces: Lion'$0.55, Red Lion $0,643. 
‘At Yuen-foong, 30th inst.— 
Grey Shirtings.—6-ths.—1,000 pieces : Lotus 0.80/803. 
7-Mia.—1,500 piecea; Blue Britannia T1.41, Blue 5 Sister 1,50, Blue $ Student $1.62. " 
8.4-1bs.—4,750 pieces: Green 9 Lion $1.30, Double Man ¥1.45, House $1.463/474, Blue Britannia F1.583, Blue 4 Sisters 
¥1.654/653, Blue $ Students $1.65}, Blue Double Shield 1.72/23, Black Gold 3 Students’ ¥1.873/89, Red $ Students '$1.822/822, 


Red Emperor's Birthday $1.913/914,.5 Brothers ¥2.134/15. . Ee 
‘'0-tbs.—2,000 pieces; Red Britannia 32.33/34. Red $ Studente $9,993. Red Emperor's Birthday 2.38/39, Red 4 Sisters 


'2.463/474. f 
10.12-Is.—450 pieces ; Gold Britannia "F2.663/863. 
11 -oa.—150 pieces; Painted 8 Students Be O47 snap 
19-1b8.—480 pit rine Lions $2. 773/174, Soldier $2. % A F 
White Shirtings.-64-reed.—1,760 pieces; House Bright $1.803/903, do, Dull 1.858, Blue ¢ Lighthouse Bright 51.952, 
. Dull $1.86/864, Black Gold $ Students $2264) . i 
- B eet 5.400 pieces; White Gold $ Students $2.38/38}, Red 2 Sisters 2.373/38, Red # Light House, Bright ¥2.483/48}, do. 
Dull $2.50} Red Gold ‘Star, Bright $2.76, do. Dull $2.753/76, Red 5 Star, Bright $2.98}, do. Dull $2.99, Painted 4 Sisters 
t , Black Flag Chief ‘$3.16 and Lily $3.33}. % 
= Babes oF ton. —680 pi oes: Blue Sorudont "$1,393, Blue Lion $1.42}, Red Double Shield "$1.45, Red $ Student $1.62. 
8-Ms.—450 pieces : Blue Lion ¥1.62/63. Posies 3 Students $2,124. 
18,—8-Ths.—120 3 Double Squirrel ; 
oes ear a tbe 500 pieces : Lion on Cloud $2.81, Nine Lion $2.89, Old Man Head B 2.90, do, A 2,924/93}- 
Cotton Italians.—720 pieces ; Painted 2 Sister ¥3.99/4.00, Painted 9 Lion $3.97. 








. do, ¥0.164/16.7, 26-in. do, Snowfald £0.18.1. 





8-in. Lion & Flag $0.1.18, 
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AUCTION SALES OF WOOLLENS DURING THE WHEK. 
A na, Gr. & NO ajAsh &y., Bi ve, (Lt. Gt.*” 
Chops— |, Scarlet. [Dk. Blue. ‘Dk. tin. Green.” | Yellow." itae.* hite Purple) Black. [eMag, Mauve, mast fol 
| Ts. Ti. | Ths. Ti. | Tis. | Tis. | Ts. | The. | Tle, Tle. 
‘Camlets. i i | i 
Lighthouse, 5.8.6.,p.p.. 14. ons | 14301312) | 14.40 | 14,19) i 
Sales, pes. 2 | 0 | 10 io 100 
‘9 Old Man,. ree He Pepe. ssa73H0 13.25/324 | 12.65/70 13.90 13.824 32.35)474; 12.494 | 
Sales, pes... Ce) 20 10” [eq "1 "To" | 300 
gcegRe Bas: eis | 
CREP. §. 
eee palo, pos 100 100 
Horre Head, p. pe.) 6.29/30 i 
Sales, pes. 100 100 
Double Pheenix p.pe.... 5.96/6.00 i 
Sales, pes. 200 i 200 
Tiger, ¢ pe. 4.94/97 
150 
Buia 
100 
Lastings. 
Ship, o.0.8., 11,924 
Sal 800 200 
9 Old Man, v.7.4,, 10.15/173) 
100 100 
‘H. HL, p. yd. 11.57/53 
Sales, 60 60 
9.Lioa, p. 
Sales, pes. 40 
60 
246 
138 
ors 
ya) o.44yit7 7 
ol gl 240 
"}0.40,8/41.2 
Py 
41/611 0.42.7 
30 6 
0.40.8 
6 





































































































































QUOTATIONS—Dor¥ Parv. Dorr. QUOTATIONS—Dory Pat. Dorr, 
i 
smc. Timc|  Tls. m. ¢. Time, Tomi Tis. m. ¢, 
.8.0 9 Bnocunss—White, Aya. ¥ pe. 220 to er poe. 
4.0 ) Gextias Surerixas 
0.0 3 Cunrz—Assort. 98.in 40yd 
1.05, 2.9.0 Parwrep Twitts—24/25-yd 
8.0, 3.4.0 50/52 4, 
11 to i2-Ibs English 36in. ,, 2.4.0 5, 3.6.0] 0.0.8 per poe. Spi 
@. Z, Wrire Suinrixos— 
56-reed 40-yds 36-in .. ow 148 1.7.0 24-yd 14 to3. 
ot , 160 y 2.0.0 ‘T-Cloths, 33 to 6-1 
64 .. Bestand 6é-reed. ,, 2.0.04, 2.7.0 Vetvers—Black,22-in. 
72 to 80-reed » 220,, 3.6.5) Ve.versens—Black, 18-in. OL. 
Best ... ty 3.6.5 5, 4.20) 15 ay 
Dauis—40-yd 30-in .. Sa a Mustiss—I2-yd 42-in 0.0.35 4, 
English, , 14tol5-lbs. 2.0 4, 2.8.0} Yarx—Corrox—Nos. 28/32 0.7.0 
1, Good to Finest. 7.0 45 3.5.0) +» _ Bombay 16/20 400 par pol 
Duteh, 14 to 144-1ba 5.0 5, 2.9.0) Casuets—Eng. 88 Scarlet. 
‘Am. Pepperell 2.5 O10 4, GG ,, nom 
» Massachusetter 2.5, Sse’, 
i Boott. 2.5 HDB,, 0.0:5 
f Stark 5 ES: ee 
‘. Piedmont 0 Mxprum & Broap CLorns yd. 0.5:0 3 
JeAxs, Dh., 30yd 30i 0 Srantsu Sraires, Assorted. ,, 3 
English | ,, 8 to 8$lbs. 0 0.0.73 » HH Scarlet, ,, = 
American j, Beaver, 0 % TTB oa y 
Sneerias—40-ya 36/38-in. | ue 3 
English —,, 14 to 16-Ib. 1.0 > 
Am, Indian'Head ? 
0.08 4 é 
0.0.44 é 
$1bi2t-yd92-in Ord Lastixas-—30-yd GOR. 
Tbs IM No.12 
te 0.04 4 ae 2 0.50 9} 
Bie s}-tb% 36.i8. ae Held. 
Better kindsand XX nom 00s ,, | Grr pasts 30-yd.- oe 
toas eo ae. 0.0.2 per pel 
ue 28 to 22in jgured per 
Brown I} 902k per doe ‘Spevial Colors & Patveras 
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Goons. 


IChinkiang. 
Hongkong. 














Grey Shirtings +. 
T-Cloths, 320. 
o 36-ip. 
3. Indian, 
White Shirtings . 
Drills, English & Duteh 
‘American . » | 263) 
Jeans, English & Dutch. 4, |... 
» ‘American » | 40) 
Sheetings, English 
Indian .. 


es 


38 388 























ts . American. 9 
Dyed s E 
Bro. ABp. Stings, D.&W. 42) 
Chintzer 420) 
Printed 'f-Ciotiis 419) 
Printed ‘Twi 180) 
Turkey Red Shi: 250) 
Velre a 
Velvete 
Hondkerch 





DMuslins 
Bul 












te dupa 
Spanish Stripes, Wooll 
Cotton 








Plain & Figured Orleans. 
Cotton Flannel 





61) 386 3 
2c} 3,822) 624) 4,787) 1,432) 
850] 
500) 






































4,700} 8,850| 2,000] 19,550, 33,002 




















i g! gayevech! psegsec8es 
























































































































8,1001_3, -__|_6,8001 14,000) P ‘i 
ory 
Toras. Desivenies. connie Chamber of 
doses ‘iat Docerbor, 1996. 
M For the Year | Against last Forthe year | Againstiast |, ‘Againat 
2 abore, ist the week. | from ist Jam te At date 
aeeore, 1 fimitet, | eodeten, | 1896, ame term, | Estimated, | 9 Spey 
1 
Grey Shirtin 121,145 | 1,524,125 | 1,292,586} 171,860 2,393,482 | 1,135,153 
23/921 | "284,638 | 202,263 34,660 313,327 29/883 
3,297 37,168 47,820 7,982 96,871 ? 
4,200 591975 43,610 3,220 173,240 
rn 47,72! 521,715 | 370,622 77,290 616,76 
, Eng. & Dutoh 58,139 59,309 3,822 975,287 | 110,148 
Amerioan 97,415 80,467 as 105,055 99,340 
Eng. & Dual 40,380 37,045 7,063 86,425 41,005 
i 10,515 1,540 esete 7,485 42,360 
224,989 88,523 42,580 304,869 110,069 
94,730 15,120 82,787 35,200 
235,455 | 161,476 224140 | 979,146 
Dyed Shirtings 41,671 45,595 6,991 23,597 
Bro, & Spot, Shits, 11,672 14,926 24,501 42/932 
48,198 18,873 21,810 18,401 
291,319 | 155,361 195,979 | 207,357 
46,482 17,796 58,939 49,383 
84833 62196 113,012 53,621 
8,137 8, 6,923, 17,953 
5,712 2,451 2,764 2216 
173,775 119,455 177,378 90,308 
62,728 51,556 131,477 37,172 
11,936 28,495. 7,925 15,032 
216,023 | 117,296 193,382 47,119 
7,971 9,894 3,639 
a an * 5,755 2,943 18,985 ? 
‘Spanish Stripes, Woollen. ,, 11,001 8,859 10,035 9,143 
if Cotton... | 10,100 6,401 6,257 4,771 
Mod. & Broad Clothe ri 6,104 4,496 2,726 | 6,465, 
Camlets ” 13,314 14,793 13,160 | 9,837 
Long Ells rai 20,145 15,780 22,680 | 49,690 
‘Tastings pt. 17,409 17,155 15,557 | 22,581 
Taslian Cloth nM 24,632 20,939 24,953 | 24,249 
Dotton Lastings & Italians ,, 231,127 | 159,542 210,853 | 276,915 
‘Plain & Figured Orleans 170 ‘588 100 | 2,452 
Cotton Flanuels 8,807 6,974 892 | 27,473 
4,974 3,025 | 282 | 2 
toad in Pi 33,7 31,703 375 21,099 
Tron—Nail Rod is 53,7 42,466 21,687 79,123 
Kerosine Oil, American ..Cases 548,483 | 360,193 598,936 48 
» Buwsian yy 379,420 | 202,841 163,267 200, 











+ Including English and Dutch 12-Ibs. 'F The usual daily returns from the Wharves unobtainable. 


Wide Peslusiee of fonaeclared Import im yer Tipe,  Gienears, Braemar, son, Coal Sachsen, Empress of India, Glengyle, Maria 
“Import Cargoeo Se reals Enargins Palanied, Pekin, Sarpedon, Mople Branch, Patinurse, snd Sydney, and additional 
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Suaxcuar, Ist May, 1896. 






























































a < yen Last Revonr, |Last Divip. &. |= 82.3 |Casu Qvorariox 
N Pad | To | When Beet 
. SHARES. No. |Vatue.| Pot |At Working 285 . 
- | Reserve. Date, | Share-| paid or Fea . 
Account. = lnolders| - due. gee H Closing. 
1 £3 
Banks, i pee ~ iper cent. 
Hongkong& Shang Bank Co, $125 $125] $5,750,000) £312,780.1: seiglis: 296 |risu) 5.8 
Ne k Shiné . 2) 
Nations Bee Ho...” |\szo,o0v.co] $8,218.84 HINT] oe gi.1s] 3.80) 
Do. Founders’ “1 gi} ks 
fankofChina, &Jap. Ld. pref. sh] £5 Firstlyear 
Do. rdinary do. ss Firstiyear 
Do, deferred do. ¥) First\year 
Shipping. 
{vdo-China Steam Nav, Co. £10 £2,616.2.4)3 
Ch, Mutual $.N.Co.pref.shares, £10 Z 
Do, on de. £10) ene pasa 
Do. lo. lo. £10} . 1. see 
Hikong, C'ton & M’cao 8.B.C $15) $5,064.36,31-12-95 $33.95] 94.97 
Douglas Steamship Co. La. $50) { $40,593.70130. 6.95 
acks. 
4 & Co., Lay Founders? ‘Fiolxs00 re 
Bode Ta. *S100}8100 } |¥100,000.00) £9,758.07)30- 4-95} jzy2}o4 





§, ©, Farnham & 
Bikong & W'pao Dock Ce 

Tasurance (Marine, 
Chine Traders’ Ins. Go., La, 


57.424.48130- 6.95 | 48121 4 8-95 (r10. . , 
‘Fias] e125] BeeboG)  ss4a7a-s0g12-96 | "12726. 2.95 ls19.38| 5.64) $347.00)258.91 


$900,000.00} 727.79130- 4-4 185/28. 9-95 |$4.83 6.07} $79.50) 58.03 
ss3.33] 25{| $900,000.00) | $290,727.79130- 4-05) 185 is 


North-China Ins, Co., La, £100] £25. {950,000,00] ¥353,511.02:31-19.05 |1'16.49}29- 4.96 [£16.79] 8.09)... [207.50 











Union In. Society ofCanton, La, $250) } s161,025.49)90-12-94] | #812) 8-11-85 69.93 | 44d) $212.60) 165.18 

VanglessTuegrenseA ss tion, La $100) .00} | $346,816.85)31-12.95 | 1$12}21- 4:86 }89.00 | 6.00} $150.00} 109.50 

Cunton Insurance Office $250) 10) $43,761.68)51-19-94] 285] 8 1-96 [810.00] 5.00} $200.00}146.C0 

Straits Tasnrance Co. Dil. $100] $20 0011 §553,646.69131.19-95 | 1$2%)27- 3-96 |s1.83 | 6.81] $29.00) 21.17 
Insurance ( Fire. ) 00} $20 { 190,000,001) 


Hongkong Fire Ins. Co., La... 

Chiua Fire Insurance Co., Ld. 
Wharves. 

Shanghai & Wkew Wharf Co... 


4.00) $325.00} 237.25, 


9 7 31-1 $9.05) 
$250] $50] $1,000,000] ¢260,712.64)31-12-95 } 4 Bee) $01.50] 00.79 


$100 $20] $875,000] $175,606.14}31-19-95 | 14-00) 
F100] F100} F04,089.75) 








(33-12-95 | y¥6.00/20- 3-96 |36.67 











Nirt’s Wharf H.C. & W. C. Co. Fou] 'F50) e (31-10-94 | ° »; 1 x 
longa Tenth. 86.C0 a $50] $60 $i3,a16.50)31-12-05| yerthia. 2-96 igo-e 
wing. 
sheridan Con. M, & ME. Co,, La, mio0] 30 133,454,36)81-19-94 
Punjom Mining Co. La... 4) Sy oe 0. 9.06) ) move aa 
Do,” prof. shares, a] “si - 9-66 | one 
Jelebu Mining Trading Co. Ld $5) _ ga] $9,002.16) 9. 9.95 | ("25 so!92 
Raub Alien Gold Min. Co, La, £1| 19/10] one (ee 388:13.1031- 3-95] 0.41 hi 





Tugs and Cargo Boats. 
Shanghai Tug Boat Co., La. 
Fuku Tug and Lighter Co. Ld, 
Shanghai Cargo Boat Co, La... 
Co-operative CargoBoatCo. La, 
Sugar Companie 
Perak Sugat Cultivation Co. La, 
China Sugar Refining Co. Le 
Cazon Sugar Refining Co. Le 
Lands. 





‘F100; ‘T100) 53,000.00) ‘T818.50/31-12-95 ye5| '£16.00) 
‘T.¥60) 1.750] {7E See | 12,087.49)91-12-95 | yao, la7.10 
‘$100, T100| $74,788.67] ¥26,407.72/31-12-95 O%|11- 3-96 |£15.00) 
$100) F100) ¥42,152.84) £1,477.72/31-12-95 19%| 6- 3-96 |¥12. 39! 


550] T50) 
$100] F10u} none 
$100, F100} none 














31-10-95) +5223. 1.96 |£1.67 
91-12-95] —_pgsi98.. 9-95 |g10.33 
31-12-95 ($2.67 












ar 
8h, Land Investment Co., Lal 104 350) $50)! 59,616.29 
B’kong LandInvest.&A.Co.Ld.| 50,000) $100] $50} $1,250,000) 
Kowloon Land &BuildingCo.Ld} 6,000|" "$50 $30) none 
HumphreysEstate&F.Go. La.| os'400,  Sio| S10 $90,000. 


‘550| 150 





j-1295] maa). 2-06 HOD 
31-12-95 14%|80- 1-96 
(31-12-95 | +g0,80)31- 1-96 

1-12-95 47% 25- 3-95 








i e pict ¥ 
Major Brothers, La. 'F50| F50) 31-10-95 
Bwo Cotton Sp. & W. Co., Lai| 10,000, $100) F100) : 











International CottonMan.Co Ld] 10,000, $100! '¥75) 
Laou-kung-mow Cotton Spin-| | 

ning and Weaving Co., Ld. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spin. Co. Ld, 
shanghai Tee Co. 3 





lyear 





000, 7100] 100) 
2,000 £500) $300] 
‘540, £100) F100] 













‘year . 
‘year oo 
11-19-95 |817.00) 











500,00} 




























































Miscellan ! { . 
Shanghai Gas Ci F100] F100, £100,000} F19,802.91) 16- 1.96 |318.05, 6.94 260.00 
Shanghai) £20) £20, $20,000.00 11,572.50) ls10.53] 4.48 235.00 
Shangl $20, $20! $5,485.11] $80,530.33) fs9.09 | 7.90) 115.00 
De. Foo) 400, 1176,006.88 e 0,000 
Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., La. 54,687.44) $4.50 6.82) - | 66.08 
|. Llewellyn & Co., Ld... $$15,585.55 182.33 | 3.33) $70.00] 51.10 
Hall & Bolts, 12. $9,020, ib US231- 3-96 [52.40 | 6.96) $34.50) 95:10 
£8, Watses & Co. Ld... $7,613.1 307,20-1-99 088 | 6.00) $12.75) “Say 
‘heey, Lh i ~ | Biratyear [on | on f] gota] "Oy 
Hongkong Electric Co., $6,106.82/30- 4-95] none $7.00} 6.11 











ame t year. + For veer {interim drividend. 1 Final dividend for business year. § A defcit. (a) Exclusive of acerued interest, 
rance Fu -preciation Fun agai = est ti 
(of Assuming that they run or the fall tesm, For al har hares the exchange a ed at 78. Tees ONG. 





J. P. BISSET & Ca. 
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